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for this, thore is still room for mauy millions of
inhabitants in the choice sgricultural districts
of Western Canada alone, If wo cut off one-
half of Western Canada as worthless, and give
the balauce a population equal to Russia in Eu-
rope, per square mile, the number of inhabit-
aats would bo about 57,000,000. In comparing
with Russia, no such reduction, however,
should be made for territory unfit for aottle.
menta: as Russialies within about thosame lati.
tudes as Westorn Canada, and probably has
about as large a proportion of laud ualfit for set-
tlement. A comparieon with Russia, in order
to estimate the number of inhabitants which
Western Cunada is capable of supporting,should
be made on tho tatal ares, or say at least 100,
000,000 persops,  Without euncroaching upon
the more northern regions, Canada thereforo of-
fera free lauds, in choice agricultural diatricts
alone, for many millions of pcople.

Popnlation of Western Canada,
The census of Canada, taken in 1891, shows
the population of the various divisions of West.
ern Cauada to be as follows, compared with
what it was when the census was taken in pre-
vious years:

1871, 1881, 1831,
Manitobd .oiieeivsiciieinnaas 25,228 62,260 154,442
Asslniboia )
Alberta cetssee seesees 18,000 25,6156 87,65
Saskatchwcanf
British Columbia........ ....83,686 49,459 02,767
Unorganized region ........ .80,000 30,93t 32,163

Totaleees vvesennesses. 106,814 168,165 816,931
‘The population of the three territories of Al.
berts, Assiniboia und Saskatchewan are not
given separately in the consus bulletios so far
as thoy have yet been issued. The percentage
of increase in the population, between 1871 and
1881, and Uletween 1881 and 1801, is given as

follows :

1871 t0189]1. 1881 to 15891

Manitoba . ... . . .. .. 140-78 143'08

Assinibola )

Alberta S desereiiiacens 4176 164:36

Saskatchewan

British Columbia...c.oee.. ... 47.26 87.56

Unorganized rezion.c.o cveeese s.lv 400
Tola) sivernievinnocnnannes 5743 100.80

These cenuss returns show that the percent.
age of increase in the population, during the
last ten years, has been uearly doublw the per-
centage of increase during the previous ten
years. This is what might have been expected,
as it is only in the past tenor eleven years, that
the country has really been opeued up for set-
tlement. The increase of the population of
Manitoba between 1871 ard 1881, is wonderful,
when we consider that during that decade, the
country was without railway communicativn
with the outside world. The record for 1891
also shows rapid progress, the population hav-
ing been considerably more than dovbled inten
years. The increase in the territories to 1891
has been eveu greater than in Manitoba, due to
the opening of vailways, and to the tendency of
jncoming settlers to go to the most recently
opened districts. This is perhaps partly owing
to the desiro to get firat pick of the land. Brit-
ish Columbia makes a good showing, like the
three territories, the increase being wmuch
geeater for the past ten years, than it was dur-
ing the ten yesrs ended 1881. This is also

_

owiag to the opening of the country by rail.
ways, 7The increase of population in the vast
unorganized rogion, is very alight, but this
greav region, though much of it is adapt-
ed to settlement, is yet boyond the bounds of
civilization, and is likely tp remain 8o for a few
years at least. The population which it now
hus is mostly made up of the Indian tribes, and
these people, it is well known, do not inc' ease
materislly in numbers. As settlement en-
croaches upon thew, the tendency -among the
Indians is rather to decrease in numbers., A
remnant of these peuple will no doubt be pre-
served, und become civilized and in timo assimi.
lated with the general population,

Taking western Canada as a whole, pro.
vinces, territorics and unorgavized region, the
in:rease in the population to 1891 is shown to
b2 over 100 per cent, as compared with about
57 per cont during the ten years ended 1881,
This shows that rapid progress nas been made
in peopliog the country. With the amount of
territory made available to settlement by rail.
way construction, the next ten years may be
expected to show even greater progress.

Resources of W'estern Oanada,

Its CrLiuare, Puysicat Fm'rup:xs AND
Probucrs.

In a country of such vast exteat as Western
Cavads, it is but natural to expect a great vari-
ety of climate, natural products, etc. There
are sectionn where snow and ice ave practically
unknown, and again there are other portions
where the sun nevor succeeds in completely re-
moving these evidences of a noithern wiater.
There ave districts where the normal rainfall is
exceedingly heavy, and there are ‘‘dry belts,”
where the rainfall is so alight, that agriculture
cannot be carried on without irrigation of the
soil. There are portions of the country noted
for clear skics and a maximum of sunshine, and
again there areother portions, where cloudiness
and fogs shut out the sun for a considerable
portion of the year.

PLAIN, MOUNTAIN AND FLOOD.

The physical features of the country are as
varied as the climatic conditions, There is
the great, open prairie region (the true prairie)
where oae could travel for days without seeing
anything in the nature of o tree, and where the
nearest approach to timber are thelittle prairie
ose bushes. Again there are vast areas of for-
est, stretching in an unbroken line for hua-
dreds of miles. Then there is the mixed prairie
or park country, with its waving grass mead-.
ows, sprinkled freely with clumps of trees and
bushee, which stand out like little islands, ris.
ing from a vast body of water. The latter des-
cription of country will apply to a large portion
of Manitoba, and also to considerable portions
of all the territories. There is the plain country,
where scarcely a pebble would be found in miles
of travelling, and where a plow could be put in
the ground, anda furrow could beturued pethaps
fifty miles long, in a straight line, without
meeting with obstruction ; and there is the
Laurentian region, where chiaos seems still to
reiga, and where the surfece is a mass of rocks

and boulders, piled up everywhere in bewilder-

prairie, under a warm summer sun, the tourist
may observe in the distance, snow-capped
mountain peaks, whose tops plorco the olouds,
Rollfog through tho arid roglons, are large riv.
ers, wh~30 source of supply are hundreds of
miles away. Lakes, largs and small, and
brooklets and vivers, somo of the lutter moasur-
ing their length Ly thousands of miles, are
foatures of the region. In faot there is every
varioty of country to be met with in Western
Canada.
NATURAL RESOURCKS,

Such & variety of climatioc and physical con.
ditions as thoso desciibed, must admit of very
varied resources.  This is the cago coucerning
Western Canada. Of these, agriculture un
doubtedly stands at the head, and the praite,
or park distriots,are mout preferred for agricul.
tural purposes.  The soll is rich, and with all
its original propertivs intact, No great lsbor
or delay is required to bring tho land under
cuitivation, All the new eottler has to do is to
put in his plow, turn over the natucal prairic
sod, and bis land is ready for a crop. While
the soil of the foreat districts may be valuable,
yot the labor necessary to clear and prepare it
for cultivation, is very considerabls, and so
long as there is abundance of land all ready for
the plow, incoming settlers will moatly avoid
the wooded portions.

Throughout the prairie or park regious of
Western Canada, all coreals, vegetables, roots,

‘| ete., which can be grown ina temperate olimate,

do well. Wheat is the staple crop, but oats
and barley are also grown to & considera-
ble extent. Rye, flax, maize (corn), peas,
beans, are grown on a more limited a~<le, Po.
tatoes are the principal root crop, but all veg.
etables and gavden stuffs are grown for domeitio
use. Rootls are not grown to any considerable
extent for feeding animals, as there is an
abundauce of hay, sud coarse praius yield
heavily and requive less labor than roots,
Turnips, beots, mangolds, howover, produce
very heavy crops. A considerable variety of
fruits may be grown ic Manitoba and the-ter.
ritories, but fruits are not largely’ cultivated,
as the peoplo depend maialy on the wild vavie.
ties, of which there are a great number. The
aative wild fruits includo currants, strawber-
ries, raspberries, gooseberries, cherries, blue.
berries, cranberrics, plums, grapes, buffalo.
berries, and others. In British Columbia more
attention has been given to fruits, and apples,
pears, peaches, apricots, plums, cheriies, etc.,
are cultivated on a considarable scale.
DOMESTIC ANIMALS,

The namo prairie, signifying meadow land, is
alone sufficient to indicate the value of the
country for graziog animals, The farmer of
other countries is obliged to devote .a large
portion of his land and his labor to growing
fodder crops for his cattle and other animals.
In the prairls and mixed praide regions
of Western Cinads, all this is unnecessary.
The country is one vast natural pasture-ground
for grazing animals, 2ad these natural prairio
graszes may be cut and cured the same as oul-
tivated fodder crops, for winterfeeding. These
natural grasses make excellent fodder, and it
has been proved that cowa will glve more and
richer milk, which will yield more butter per
quart, when fed on natural prairie grass, than

ing confusion, T'ravelling over an open, level « where they have the oultivated varleties.
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