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ARE YOU INSURED ?
There is a growittg desiro aniong whole.

salers ail over the country to know what
provisions tlwir tustoiners have itiadt
agaimiet loss by tire. Tho Hlamilton, T-
ront), aud other boards of trade have de-
voted considerable attention of late to
tlîis very important subject, aud more
recently soute discusbion tas taken place
relative to the sanie trnatter amiong tlie
inbers of the WVinnipeg B3oard. If
wholesalers in the East show so inucli
solicitude in regard to (lie question of in-
surance against fire losses Ly their eus-
tornes, how neceseary is lb thon that
Northwestern wholesalers slould carefully
cousider the wltole inatter. Severai
causes are at work iu tItis coun.try, whilh
have tended to produce a great laxity
anxong retailers in protcctizîg theinselves
aud their creditors against possible losses
fron tir-e, and it is, prohablA that tho
averago of itisurance iu proportion to
stocks of ,oods carried, is ntch less in
Manitoba aud the territories, thau in the
eider provinces. In tlhe city of WViuripeg,
aud soute of the larger towns of the pro-
vince, thîs iliglit iiet be the case, but
there is no doubt but tixat the statenteut
will app!y with force to the c"%untry as a
whole. One cause for titis state of af-
faira will lie found iu the utiequal distri-
bution of insurance agenties, it being a
cause of sortie trouble to obtii policies
iu sonie of the snialler and more out-of-
tbe-way places, even wheni iisurance is
wantcd, the bother of 'writing for intiur-
ance being too iucli for niauy inerchants,
sud the i"-;k is takeon until sucli tinme as a
travelling agent nîay happen Wo corne
around. This is tiegligence of the gravEst
kiud, and deserves severe censure.
Where. a tire, %vith its conscquent loss,
resuits frein such carelessuerse, littie syrn.
pathy cati be feit for the sufferer; aud
were lb not tîtat others are liable te injury
through such uoeglige:îece, the matter iinighb
ie passed over witlî but brief notice. But

generahly tho trouble does not end with
the marchant, who, kuowiîig the value of
iusurance protection against~ fire, losses,
shlows himsehf Wo le ruined through sheer
sud almost criminal negligence. Th e
creditors are often obliged to share in the
general destruction, and are lait without

aîy 11ope Or neaits of recoverinq what ln
their right.

Another Mrsoî wlmyV utauyý ...rlaî
lu Manitoba aud the territoriŽs carry iti-
suficietit itisuralice, or no InISUrRIICe at
ail, in owitig te tini liMt preuilitii rates
whlil are frequontly exacted. ieCa 'USO
tho prendiums are high the îui.rchlaît cou-
cludes (bat tItis is a stuflicietit excuse wby
ho should take tho risk of his owu coin-
inerciai ruin, as %vel as t1mb of è-ausimg
his creditors seriumus loss. But titis excuse
ef higli prenîjunis le îîe (-xcuse at all fer
iieglectitig adequate insuranco; anid le-
sies, tho hi-her motive of lionesty shîoald
prompt every retailer te carry a suficient,
atitoutit of insurance te at least secuzo lus
lawful creditors agaittat loss. N~o doulit
nîauy traders have rpal grievances agailiat
the coinpaniies lu regard te, tho pratiuin
rate.q, the latter, lu soute instances, sini-
ply anîeuiug te extortiomi. However,
(lie nterchant mnust put uip with difficulties
of titis nasture lu the nîcautinîr, always
trustiîîg (liat Mine will ractify atîy injus-
tices whiclt nîay îtow have te be borne, as
nie deubt will be (ho case.

But thtougli tho mîotive of biouesty
should prompt every merctaîtt htaving
liabilities, te secure hilmeoif, sud (berefore
luis creditors, agaitiet lire lesses, yet lie
fact that a dealer itny tiot be bouud by
suelh obligations, should tiet utake Minu
Careless about pretecting litîseif by iu.
surance. ihough t (e uîecIîsît uîsy owe
nethiug upen bis stock, ho cauinot afford
Wo go witltout iîtsur-aîce a day ou accoutit
of proîtîjitns beiîîg higli. If a nierchti
owNV Itis stock ebear of liabilities, lie
should ail tlie moire cheea-fully psy lis
prenîluns. lit titis latter- case, it le clear
thtat lie is iii a prosp2rous position sud
*doiîtg, s yroçperous busintess. lie cani,
titerefore, weil afford to psy Itis preilutnis
front bis profits, with the knîowledge titat
thie few dollars se, eýpended will nover lie
miissed; sud at the santie tinie ho wiil
have the satisfaction of knowiiig, thiat
should itis property be entirely swept
away, ha will have somnething substautial
Wo fall back upoiz, 'whîl will eziable hlmi
te commnice aîîaw in lueé. Titis being
tlie case, tha insurance preniuin, aven
though apparauitly a hittle steep, sheuhd
bo paid eut withi a feeling ef satisfactionu
atîd pleasure, rather (tin grudginîgly

Fraquently nuarchatits have been beard
te say something (o tha affect titat thoy
have carried insurauce fer mny years
sud have neyer lest a dollar by tire, and

1 herefore (bey will allow thair policy te

lapse. Titis is cartsitîly a foolish move
aî.d cite wvhich wheu ac-tea upon 15 Often
dearlv regt-etted. After teli or twelve
years of itisuiratuco protection, (lie tirst
yenî- witlîoul it ndght bring ruittous dis-
abter. Ini proof of tItis, how often. do wu
rend iu connectioîi witlî the report of a
tire, that the policy hiad iapsed but a few
dave before, often uaknown to the~ mer-
Ciantq.

lit regard to the movemieit ou the part
of wliole.salers, lookiîig to the better pro.
(ectieti of titeir eustoiners aud theuiselves
naalut losses front tire, it la clearly a
inatter iu which the whîolesalers have a
riglit to consideration. A case came to
lighit a short tinte ago, la which a ratait
dealpr wvho csrried a stock to the antounit
of about $1,000, with liabulities aimount-
imigto îîearly l,A10, %,ças entirely with-
out insuratîce. No wholesale dealer wvould
thtink of carryiîîg any qunutity of ôoods
ia his warehouse s single day withtout ln-
surance, aud yet iu sucli instances as the
one referred"to above, the wholesalar is
conîpehled to carry (ho risk of loss front
lire. '%Vheni sucli cases as tesesareÈ 'kid
to lie of frequent occurrence ln M&nitob&
aud tho Territoi ies, it wiIl beoat once scen
wvlat aut important utatter this isto the
'wholesale trade. indeed, it ib said thLt
insuillicietit itisurance is the rule, aud iir.-;
the exception, and that an insurance of a
iouple of thousand dollars or so le usually
cousidered ample protection by those
hîavingliabiitiesseveral titties (liatamount.
Retailers who wvîll look ressonably at tlie
mnatter will at once recogîtize tho riglits
of wholeïalers to inist that those wvhom
they advance (udir goods to, shîould lu
turn protect theîîsalves aud tîteir creditors
as mueli as poasible against tire losses.
It le a simple matter of good faitit on the
part of the retailer toward tlie wholesale
dealer.

'%Vliolesalers are net witheut blaîne for
the lack of action on the part of country
nierchauts lu providitig protection agaiust
lire losses. The keen conipetitioli whichi
exis at tha present day iii nearly ail
branches of trade, lias miade many whîole-
salers too anxious Wo se)l goods, .wit.hoît
consideriiiglie cousequenccs. New beuses
especially, iu eider te ovala a foot hold,
have beau iiegligenit in tlîià respect. The
censequ. uce la thist-whiolesalers have tak n
chances against less frc.hî lire, *itý,'?t*ovAaa
inquiry,- which they wouhd flot fr
moment tlîîuk of doiug, ware the goods ini
their own warereooms. Such action o;nthe»
part ai the wholesslers oertainiy showo


