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T11E AMBER DEMON.
(COaîtillltetl.>

joannit lind been an an crrand ta E18e's grandmcather's bouse whiclîstaod
arncttg the saud.hiliè, littho mort tban a hut wiîh strings ai fish hutig up tri
dry, thas flajpid and beat against tho wall in the wind that bler the
particies of Eand thaï, were not held down by the tivining raDIs af the sand -
grass iih in the air. and %vas returniug in a sornewhat niciancholy rnood;
1Berter's betrottial ta EIsc Iaving crushtd any laint hopes 8he mighît have
cntertalited that at fast lher sikut love nliat bc rewaèrded. Site was %valk.
ing aver the dunes whicli looked like huge waves ai sand 8uddeniy arrested
in their caurse. Thest x%,veeds and dunegrass %vithi its bluish st.iks spread.
ing a cbanging color over thecm ; the wvind %vas blowing rallher sharply, and
the sea was ronaaing in the distance with a melanchoiy %rail, but she heceded
neither, bcing so pre-occupied with her awn sad thaugbts.

As she rounded ane ai tho great ivaves ai sand, she stupped and stood
as thaugh turncd tu stone, gazing at ie sigist suddcnly revealed ta lier. In
the hollow caused by ane ai the undulations just in front af lier %vert Kari
Maien, and in bis arms iras Oie's bttrothcd bride allowiîg hlmi ta rain kis-
ses an bier upturned face.

joanna, simplo niaiden asshe wvas, bail no wish or intention af spying
upon ber successful rival, but she seeid roted tote spot, with no potver
ta move airay. The words ivere %raftcd to licr cars that toid ber Eise did
nlot cnte for the man ta wbom she %vas betrothed, that she was anly mârry-
ing hlm for tht sake af tht luxurits 1w could give bier.

Even whcn Else badl disappeared, and Xarl bad passed nat far frein
i'bece she stood, but irithaut looking ln ber direction or perccivirs- her, se
stili rcmained there.

iiuch as joanna secrctly lavcd Oie, ber one thaugbt now was pit' for
hlm in his bhindncss.

The girl that hie morslsipp)ed, decrning bier pure and truc, iras ftlse ta the
core, encauraging, ibis aiher man iti bis absence.

Wbat aught.sUe tado? Sbouid she tell Olooai what sUe ad witnessed?
But sbe stirank from ibis. 1Migbt lie nat thlok lier unmaidenly and

forward ? She icnew how Else %vouid twist and distori ber words,, and wel,
:oo, she knew ber fital power of'fascination. Oie wauid bc mideoabelieve
that it mas jcalousy an ber part. No ; licthaps had she flot loi-cd hlm ber-
self she night have found courage to tell b i wUai sUc badl wîtncssed
an tht sand dunes. but nuw-. " Gad bnlp ite, Olt, in the trouble thai is
sureiy befare tFce," sha siglicJ, as ai lengtU sht wended bier sray homtwiard,
',pprcsed rrith a feeling ai corning ivac.

CIIAPTER Ill.

In îht pour little cuttaga th3t up ta tht prescrnt hiad bean Else Prcben's
bhame, and whicli she now Icaktd upon with cantempt, it was so bâtc and
canifartless, to differcat froni the pretty littie bouse OIe had bult for bis
intcnded bride lu tht shelter of the sandhills, sbc stood admiring berseif in
thet iny cracked lcoking.glass.

Round ber aeck iras the cutai ornarnens ber bttrothced hud given ber.
It consisted of curai b-cads sirung an a stout iken caïd, the iniailesi

conîing itsi, larger nex:, then stil larger ones, tili the largest af ail ivere
lescbed.

hi iras w-arn in sucb a ivay tha: the smal*tcti bc-ads irere round ber ncck,
tbe nexi in sizt round ber shaulders, w-bile the largest covercd baer sbapely
busi and dcptnded daim bei bicl,

She twvistcd ibis vay and that, she ctin'it Uer nceck, trying ta look round
ai thse back vicirgh abercscated, w-hile a ernijît of gratified vanity hiovcrcd
about lier weli.cut lipe.

i is ine," sUc murmnurcd in ccitasy; hr is not anoxher like ht
in the viliarc. WVhcn Lisbein nsatiied shr- tbought bers wonderful that lber
p.arents gavr ber, but il is nothing ta mine."

A.,yc, child," ieîurned ber aid grandd21nC, the aniy ollber occupant ai
tbe cottage, and the soie relative Bise possessed, Ilit's mighty fine; but ta
niy tbinking 'twould bave bren better to have kcpti tht mnoney tu set up
bousckecping."

"Oie bas plcfity oi moncy nov," Bise s3id, wiih a toss ai bier heid.
lc %vil flot have il long il lic induiges you with sucb expensive

fancies as tha:i," ai..! tUe o!d vmau poinied ta tho corai ornamnent lier
grauddaughter 'vas admiring iU sucb pride.

Indecd."
Yes, chiid ; you nccd flot look so scorniol. Do you know irbai such

a perfect string of cursi as îhailcosî ?
A feir thalers, 1 dar'.say."

"Fitty rounds, at the ver>' Icasi."
"And il it did 1"
"That is a lirge sum ta spend un a geirgair."
"Oie will have ta spend a Sood dcal more on me irben 1 amn bis mie,"

E .se said cooiy. "lhI is flot lakcly tUai h arn Soing t'., vrark once I am
niarried."

"Vou îay havze ta."
"lia ! ha i 1 3hould like tu sec rnyçcif," laugnied Eise in dcrision.
"Whai do you iik 1 amn mirrying Oic Berîcl for?"

Ina mny your.g days mUehn a girl rnarrird it %vas for love," rctutned tht
a1id Iwoma., seriaus>'.

Il .ovc, indeed ; ihat may have suiicd !Iou," ber gianddaughier rfaid
insolcntiy; *he iras ncither Ioring nur duliful tu her anc rcrnaicing relative;
"but 1 mari>' for fine cilhcs and idlenass."

"lHave you laid IJertel ao ?"

18 H-ave 1, indced 1 not likeiy. I have uo wish to, rernain in ibis haovel,"
Ia oling round with disgust at the smoke.begrirned rnftora sud the strings of
dried fisli that tlapped in the breeze ihat found ils way through numerous
cracks and crovices. Il I tell him, everything hc wishes."

And lie hofleves you ?"
Ofi course ;is he not in love wvith me?"
Alas V'
Wlîy should you say that ?'I demanded Else angrily. Il Arn I not

beautiful enaugh fur any man ?"
"More than beautiful onoughi."
"Then why do you aay «'Alas il as though you pitied Oie ? Ail the

young inen are cnvying him his good luck."
"lThe most beautiful things are nlot always the best in the wcar and tear

of lufe."
I 1 hink beauty the beat." still admirinz the necklace, and twisting the

beads over her slim, sun-burned fingures. _«IWho would bc plain as Lia-
bellh is P"

IlYet what a good wife ahe makes, dicre is flot a happier borne thin
her8 frein the Frisches Haff ta the Kurisches HaffE"

IlBil a! shc is always plodding and wvorling ; nover goes out to enjoy
herseif. 1 iatend my inîrtried life ta be somcîhirig vory diffetent."

IlWelI for you, child, and Oie, tuo, if yaur home bc anyway as happy
a anc as Lisb.-tb's. Your truest happinq4s will be found at your awn lire-
side.'

I amn not going ta stick at home ta pleaso anybody. 1 shall amuse myself
just the sanie after niarriage, or ratber I expoct ta have a great deal more fun."

"lElse," and the aid woman's voice look a solomri fone,"I there is one
thing 1 miust warn yon of."

"What is it ?" ungraciously. I do nat içant any af your warnings."
"Else, child, I have nu wish ta grieve you. laou are ail that is left to,

me flair; husband, son, daughter, ail gant ; you only remnain ta tell me of
past joys and sorrows. I would nat that your flte should bc wrcckcd," and
the grandrnotber laid a wrinkied hand 'n the rounded, shapely atm of ber
beautiful granddaughter ivith a gesture ai cntreaty.

But Ea-i shook it off impatiently.
"Wlat do Yeu rncan ?" aho cried barsb1Y.
"Ah 1 you musi know wbat 1 wean."
1I do not," shortly.

"Bise, you have won the love of a good mnan. Art you treating him as
he deserves ?"

IlI da flot understand yau," but the hot flush thit rose ta ber broir con-
vinccd ber grandmother that she understaod ber meaning anly tco irell.

"You are witful, cbild, but you caunot deceivc me."
"What are you talking about 1"
"Why do you stili encourage Kali Malen 1"

If a bombshelt hadl fallen ai ber feet it could flot have surpri4cd Est
mnDre than titis plain question. She hid aiways rcgarded ber grandniother
as being in ber dotage ; it iras daubly surprising, iberclore, to find hereîf
arraigued by the aid woman shte had looked upon as conveniently blind and
deaf ta ail ber proceedings.

"Kat]i Malen," iras ail ahe couid repeat.

lie is nothing ta me," sbc cried ai lexigth, defiantly.
"Naîhing, EIse ?*
I have said so."
"Then ivhy go ta meet him 1"
1I do not," she îold the lit ithiout a quiver in ber voice.

But %bc aid ivoman shoak lier head sorrosvfully.
MIy cycs rnay bz: d'in, but I cauld not mistake yaur companion fast

evening. It iras nlot your b:trothed who cani: with yen ta the door," slie
said slowly.

I tell yau vrbat, grandmother," Eise cried, witb a shrill laugh I "yau
sec double througb 3*our glasses. Who should bc ivith me but Oie 1"

IChiid, you are laying trp sorroir for yoursehf and for others. Be
ivarnedintirno There is na:hlog so cruel as jeaiousy."

:,1 amn Dot jealous."l
« But :'nu wili raise the denion of jeaiausy in tbo beart ai ane or both

youn- mien il you go an in your present course, and then I say tu you
beirare !

"Il arn qui-.: câipable or taing care ai my own afiir.4," Else said, I do
not want yo'Jr interférence."

IlAh ! ircll, perbaps wben it is îoo laie yau niay repent the cvii you
bave wraugbt. Chiid, I tell yau 1 bave scen terrible cansequences ensue
fromn jea'ousy. Eighty yaars bave p2ssed over my head, but ireil do I
rcmember «lien I was a girl thc tragedy that occurred ini ibis very village."

Hoir was that 1" Esec asked with some show ai curiasity.
"It iras vcry much irbat yau arc doing noir," ber grandmotbcranswcrcd.

"Tho girl, I mind ber woli, she iras prcîîy, as preîîy as you arc now. She
was a coquette, taD, and sbe piayed ont lover off against the otber, mnuch as
I fear yau arc doing, Bise."

IlAnd the result l' cagerly.
"Tho resuit iras-bo death of ail tbrec."
" Oh!"P
«"Yes, rnaddcned ai finding the faiscness of the girl hc btitrcd tu bc

cvcrything that iras good and truc, ber lover, findiog ber ont dazy in bis
rival's arms taking and rcîurning bis kisses, slow themn b.ýth and then bu.-
àclf. IL mas on the sand-dunes ibat tht tragcdy look place, and it mas imo
days belote the corpses werc discovercd."

IlWht a horiying talc," Elsc cxclaimned with a 3cter, but irn spite af
the snter her ricb color fad cd somembat.

Il11 is a truc ont."a


