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plewsd. 1 mnight have twenty places of iny owîî, but nulle of thcrn %would
%Sce so tîucli Iike home as liaveil-meire."

«And Sir Raoul laughed. Fatigued as lie was, lie secned ini no liurry to,
leave bis kinsman.

4"[ amn rather disappointed," he said, at Iast. Il 1 had hoped tbat I
should sec rny new kinswoman to*night."

Lord Caraven lookcd increduloutily lit hirn.
"Icati hardly believe thai you arc seriaus," lie exclairncd. Il Da you

really degire so rnuch to sec îny %vifé ?"
1I do indeed.' replied Sir Raoul earilestly.
1 do ziot undcrý4tind it," said the cari, witlî ait aiiuseil snîile. di Ycu

ane sligbtly curinus about lier perioîial appearance ? Well, 1 am n ot a
juIdge, as 1 like fair people, and site is tilt and dark. Thcsze arc the only

ire points in hcr which have struck fil. \'es, there is une tbing more-
$hc smngs with rasvishing sweetness. 1 have never hecard a finer voice. I
think, too. that she lias a will atîd spirit of lier own ; but 1 repea-tbough
1 do nut intend ta rupeat iL-iliat 1 do uot like lier."

,,Tail and dark.' Sir Raoul iniînediatcly picturcd to liisclf a sorte-
what forbidding masculine lookirg girl, with a liard face anîd a liard manner.
He was haIt disencliaited. No otie but îiniîself kntew liotw lie lîad longed
ai his lire for sisters. rTe notion ot a woran-a delicate refined lady-
wbo would be kind te Itini was blisifilil tu him ; and. though this wife of tue
eals was a nîoney lender's datigliter, site miglit be fémninine aîid graceful.

He 'vas disappointed. Ho fancied that Lord Caraven would tiever have
spolen of ber as he did if she batl becn wlîat hie had boped to find lier.
Farewell ta bis idea of the sweet cornpanionshilp of a delicate refined
froman 1 Farewell to bi,; idea of passim, long pleasant Itours with the earlIs
voung wifc! B e rcrnembercd tkat as a boy Ulric had buen dcvoied to the
fr oex ; he had often rallied bimi oii it. H-e rernernbercd a tlîouçarid aiîd

one serapcs into whicli the boy lîad fallen tromx his propousity to flîrtation.
He kncw thât bis cousini had beten calleidI "Te liandaorne caris" and the
only satistactory conclusionit awhicli lie could arrive was iliat this girl wife
must bc displeasing in appearance.

",Tall and dark"î-ccriainly ilicrc wais not i mcl r that. Sir ilauci
retired to bis moont, sliglîîly disapîîointed and discnclîanttd. lie cîîuld flot
à1cep I3ygone scenus inliisown life rose up bfore ii. [t was long after
midnigbî whco lie beard the roll of a cardage, and thoen tbe soft rustle of a
silken dress as liglit footsteps passed his dooer.

IlThat is the young countess," bie saîd to lîimslt-"l my new cousin-
nli and dark."

CHA1>TER XXI.
lite cari cutered Sir Raoui's ronnm eanly i tîte morning.
1,Raoul," lie suid. I 1bave just corne to say tbat evcrytliing taust go on

as usual. Do as you like, get up as, you lik'e; go out wben you likec; order
dinner, lunctieou, breakfast, at ans' tittie you wvili. You must not itiake aily
differrence bttween tîtis visit and tliose you used to îîay. 1 arun fot rnuch at
homne myselt."

Sir Raoul laid bis band on the ycuiîg matî's an
IlHow is ibat ?" lie asked carncstly Il Ulric, is flot honte pleasani to

you ?s'
ITo tell you the truth, it is flot-flot very pleasant. 1 ni'>' bc tancitul,

but t0 nme there: scerrs always a look of reproacli ou rny wife's faco. That
iù Dot tlîe only reasn ; 1 scorn t0 niake taise *xcuses. 1 find more attrac-
tion away fron borne than in it Now )-ou wili bc bappy, Raoul ?"

"lVes." bie replied ; and long afler bis cousin liad left lîim Sir Raoul
lay tbinking what lie could do to miake rnaters pleasanter bctween busband
Mad wite.

He littlt kncw witb wbat pride, inidifferciice, coinipt, antd dislikc bie
would bave to do baitle. lie 1-snew toc, that, as a rulc, ail interIerence
between huaband and ivife ivas worse tban uscless-tbat, if the>- quarreled
terneelves, they wvould allow no one cîse t0 interfère ii tlic quarrtl. l'ut

ttswaa nlot a merc quarrel-it 'vas fir wors
" I would give sornilîiiîîg," lie tbough:, "10t restore liariiony ; but of

coun Il depends on wbai site is likc."
Wi.. w %as be iikc ? Aitcr b.eing at the opera file %vould flot irise until

lattes be tclî sure. He bimstlf 'vent down stairi carly-Sir Raoul iiked tlie
freh mnoming air.

The flrst Sound tbat feu tapon bis car wits tbe singing of a bird, and tilt F

Mat te falliug spray of a tountain. H1e looked around. li c alw ilicn
what inîprovcrnîîs liad becn made ini Halhy liouse. A conservatory liad

Iteen built out froin tbe break fast- roorn, lonîg aud 'vide-a conscriratrsiy tbhit
vas alrost an aviary, se full was it of brigbit îxlurnaged birdt ; a ftuntain

stood in tbe Ilnidst, miasses of brilliant blo',rn glowcd tipun the wvatts.
"Tbis 'vas a wvclcotnc for tile bride," thouglît Sir Raoul. *1 Periaaps,

howcevcr, sbe lias not mucli taste for ttowcrsY"
Ncs one sccrned te be about ; tbe breakfast-table 'vas prcpared, but licre

xws no one tu jîresidc. Sir Raoul lookeui iound ; lie tliotîgit ibe tvouldi
go tbrouil àîbc conscrvalory, and perliajs by thaCtime tbere would bc sorne
nmw of breakfast. lic opctied tbe glass.door and w.ilked îbrougb a fairy. .

land of swcct blossoms; thc spray of the fauntain tcll 'vitît rclodious
mnusic int thc c1car basin W. ow. '.

" ov beautifail 1" thuugbî te simîple soittier.
lic walked on i ie ho aw a vision iat suddcnly _%truck Itini dumb.

At the end cf the conservatory wzs a large inhe'wrcatIxed dour, the gacn
lcat'cs tonucti a perfect. screen, and against tlicin stood a figura~ ruch as Sir
Raoul bad neyer seen bct.,rc and ncv'er af:erward torgot-a taîl, graceful,
irlis figure--a figure that 'vas ail sytmeîry, wvith a slender, graclul nîcck,

Wibite an inow, lovel>' ehoulders, round, wbhitc amis, draped iii clegant
Ilarflio dits,.
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