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woro and disclosed their pale bluo hussar
jacket), wero all encased in what was (for
tho puadposo of this peouliar combat) a not
ineflicient suit of armour; for the thick,
ocoarse, long gray outercoats whiok they wore
govo excollent protection agamst the cuts
of an Englishman's sabre, and was ot al
together Incapable of even defeating a
th.ast; whilst the shako was of such
strength and quality as to be more effectual
thanrda holmet against the edge of the
sward. .

In such ekill as is gained by tho aword
exarcise there was not perhaps muchdispa-
sity betwoen the combatants; but the prao-
tioa of qur service up 5 that timehad failed
to provide the troopers with thoso expe-
diquts of fence which he would be needing
when asssiled in the direction of his bridle-
arm; and this of course was asomewhatim-
perilling defect for a horseman who had to
combat in & crowd of enemies, and was
Jiable to bo attacked on all sides.

Inzome parts of tho column the comba.
tants wereso closely locked as to be almost
unable, for a while, to give the least move-
mont to their chargers ; and wherever the
rod-coated horseman thus found himself in-
wadgod and surrounded by assailants, it was
only by the swift.circling ¢ moulinet,"” by
4n almost ceaseless play of his sabre whirl-
ing round and round overhead, and by
soising now and then an occasion for a
thrust or & out, that he was able to keep
himself among the living ; but the horse, it
soems, during these stationary fights, in-
stinetively sought and found shelter for his
head by bending it down, and leaving free
soope. for the sabres to circle and clash over-
head. At other Flaces—for the most part
perhaps in those lanes of space which were
constituted by t*s usual *intervals’ and
distances.interse. ng the mass—there was
eo much more freedom of movement that
gwumf&s many as ten or twvelve Russians
who had fallen out of their ranks would be
here and there seen devoting themsolves to
acommon purpose by confederating them
selvas, as it were,against particular foes, and
endeavouring to overwhelm the knot of two
or three Greysor Inniskillingers which they
deemed to be the most in their power,
Where this ocourred, the two or three red-
coats, more less separated from each other.
would be seen striving to forco their way
through the masses before them, and at-
tended on their rear by a band of assailants
who did not, most commonly, succeed in
overpowering the tall horsemen, but persist-
ed nevertholess in hanging upon them.
Qur troopers, thus encompassed, strove
hard, a3 may well be supposed, to cut down
the;oes within reach; but in general the
sabre scemed almost to rebound like a cud-
gel from the thick grey outer-coat of the
Russian horsemen ; and, upon the whole.
there was resulting as yet but little carnage
from this singular example of a fight be-
tweena heavy column of halted cavalry and
she knota of the taller horsomen who were
riving 1t deeper and desper.

With but few exceptions, the Scots Greys
srore of the race which the name of their re
giment imports; and, from a copjuncture
of circumstanicés which must needs be of
rare occurance in modern times, the descen-
dauts of the Covenatiters had como upon
an hour when troopers could once more be
steiving in that kind of close fight which
marked the period of our religious wars—in
that kind of close fight which withdraws the
individual soldier from his fractional state
of existence, and sxalts him into o solf de-
andlug wer. A Scots Gh'el;{a in the mid-
dleof our owm century, might havengenrag:
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ing cause to inflame him, but he was of the
blood of those who are warriors by tempera-
ment, aud not because of mere reasons,
And he. too, had read his Bible. Men who
saw the Scots Grey in this close fi_ ht of
Scarlett's, travel out of humanity's range
to find beings with which to compare him.
His long-pent up fire, as they say, had so
burst forth as to turn him into a demon of
warlike wrath ; but it must not be inferred
from such speech that he was undor the
power of that ¢ blood frenzy '’ of which we
shall afterwards see an_oxample , and the
truth can be satusfied by acknowledging
that, as Yis fathers before him had ever
been aceustomea to rage 1n battle, so ke oo,
m this later time, was seized and governed
by the passion of fight. Wheu numbers
upon sumbers of docile obedient Russians
crowded round a Scot of this quslity, and
beset him on all sides, it did not of necessity
result that thoy had the ascendant. Whilst
his right arm was busy with the labour of
sword aga‘nst swords he could so use his
bridle-hand hs to be fastening its grip upon
tho long-coated men of a milder race, and
tearing them out of their saddles.

Engaged in this ceaseless toil of fighting
for life as well asfor victory, the Greys
and tne Imniskillingers were hardly ro self-
conscious as to be afterwards able to speak
at all surely of the degree of confidence
with which they maintsined in this singular
combat of the few against many; but of
those who observed from a distance, there
was one who more swiftly and more surely
than others could apprehend the features
of a still pending conflict, Almost from the
first, Lord Raglan perceived that our horso
men, though scantin numbers, and acting
singly or 1n small xnots, still showed signs
of having dominion over the mass that they
had chosen to iavade. Whether the cause
of this ascendant be traced to the greate-
height and longer reach of horsemen, to the
unspeakable advantage of being the assail.
ants, to the inborn pride and warlike tem-
permentof our men, or, finally, toall these
causes united, the actual result was, that
the redcoats, few as they were, seemed to
ride through the crowd like sure tyrants.
The demeanour of the Russian horsemen
was not unlike what might have been ox-
pected. Gazing down as they did from a
slope, even those who were not in the fore-
most ranks could see the exceeding scanti-
ness of the force which had made bold to
attack them, and accordingly they seemed
to remain steady and free from alarms of
the kind which seize upon masses ; but still
the individual trooper who chanced to be so
placed in the column as to have to
undergo the assaults of one of the Scots
Greys or lnniskilling Dragoons secemed to
own himsolf personally overmatched, and
to meet the encounter «lmost hopelessly,
Like & brave man oppressed by the strong.
Without apparently doubting—for there
was no sign of panic—that overwhelming
numbers must secure the general result, he
yet found that, for the moment, those mere
numbers could not give him the protection
he needed, and he would so rein his charger,
and so plant lumself m his saddle, and so
set his features, as to have the air of stand-
g at bay. Uf the objects surrounding our
people winlst engaged 1n this closely-locked
tight, none stamped themselves more vivid-
ly on their minds than those numberless
cages of clenched teeth which met them
wherever they looked.

From the $ime when the *‘there hupdred”
had fairly olosed with the enemy, three was
but little recourse to carbine or pistol; and
the movement of the horses within the
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column being necessarily slight, and on
thick herbage, there resulted littlosound
from their tramp. Tho clash of sabres
overhead lind becomo sv steady and cease.
less, and 1ts sound so commingled with the
Jinngle of cavalry accoutrements proceeding
from thuusands of hursemon, that upon the
wholo it was but little expressive of the
numberless separate conflicts in which each
man was bolding to life with the strongth ¢
his own right arm.

In regard to the use men made of their
voices, there was u marked differenco be.
tween our peoyle and the Russian horseman.
Tho 1slanders hurled ont whilst they fought
those blasts of mulediction by which many
of our people, 1n the act of hard striving,
are accustomed to evoke their full strength;
whilst the Russians in general fought with.
out usmng articulate words. Nor, insteud,
did they utter any truculent t.heological
yells, of the kind which, some fow days
later, were destined to Lo heard on the
oattleficld. They had not ss yot been
sauctified. It was not till the 4th of No.
vember that the army of tho Czar under.
went that foll act of consacration which
whetted his people for the morrow, and
prepared those strange shrieks of dootrinal
hate which were heard on the ridges of
Inkerman. But although abstaining from
fierce yolls, the grey-mantled horseman in
general was not thereforemute. He some.
times ovolved, whilst he fought, a deep,
gurgling, long-drawn sound, close akin to
an incohate roar ; or elso—and this last vras
the predominant utterance—a sustained
and continous * zizz"' of the kind that is
made with clenched teeth; and to the ears
of those who were themselves engaged in
the fight, the aggregate of the sounds com-
ing thus from the mouths of the Russians
was like that of some factory in busy
England, where numberless wheels hum
an(% buzz. And meanwhile, from those
mggses of Russian horsemen who stood
ranged in such parts of the column as {0 be
unable to engage in bodily combat, thers
rose a low murmur of that indefinite kind
which uttests the presence of & crowd
without dirclosing its huiaour. As heard
on the edge of the Chersonese, a mile and
a half towards the west, the collective roar
which ascended from this thicket of inter-
mixed combatants had the unity of sound
which belongs to the moan of a distant sea.

‘The sight of tho enemy's cavalry delibs-
rately wheeling in upon the rear of a British
rogiment kindled so vehement & zeal in the
heart of the Royals, and so eagera desire
to press instantly forward to the rescue,
that there was no ceremonious preparation
for a charge. A voice cried out ¢“By God,
the Greys are cut offt Gallopt gallop!”
Then there broke from the Royals a cheer.
Their trumpets sounded the gallop, and
without for & moment halting, but endea.
vouring to “from line on the move,’” the
rogiment sprang hastily forward. Indeed,
the movement of the firstor right squadrons
was 80 rapid that the left squadron could
not perfectly come up with it, and the regi-
ment made its attack in_short echelon of
squadrons. In this order, but withits ranks
imperfectly formed, the regiment advanced
at  gallop against tho right flank and rear
of the in.wheeling line. In spite of this
onset, the Russian wing continiied its wheel-
ing movement 50 long 2s to become de-
fenceless on its extreme right. At the near
approach of the Royals, that outer part of
the wheeling line which was the most im-
mediately exposed to its assailants broke
off from the rest; and then the horsemen
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