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The Royal Colonial Institute.

——

From ¢ The IEmpive,” Jan, 22, 18i6.

The Royal Colonial Iustitute provides an
admirable platform for colomsts and their
friends who, bLeing at home, are laudably
willing to culighten British darkness on col
onial questions, Selecting n goodly number
ot the long evenings of winter aond spring,
the Institute throws open the doors of the
asgembly rooms at the Pull Mall Restaurant,
orects a slage, invites sn sudience, having
previously selected a lecturer, u chairman,
and two or three debaters to start a discus -
sion. The whole machinery is oxcellent, and
the Colonies owe n debt to the Juostitute
which some day, it is to be hoped, they will
pag.  On Tuesday last, a large number of
laidies and gentlemen met to hear Lieuten-
ant General Bisset read a paper on the South
African Colonies. 9he Duko of Manchester
was in the chair; some ofticial and public
men, associated in one way or another with
the Colonies, were present; the paper brist-
led with fucts and figures, and was werm
and interesting with personal experience;
the debhate was continued toa late hour with
animation, and was adjourned. The evening
was a success, and South Africa is under an
obligation to the Institute for the opportune.
ity which General Bisset, Dr. Atherstone,
Mr. Campbell Johnstone, and Mr. Thomas
Watson, go ably used. But every British
Colony hosin itsturn the advanage whichon
Tuesday last the lnstitute gave to the Cape.
Cunadians, Australians, West Indians, West
Africuns, New Zealanders, and men at home
from Fij), Singapore, Hong Kong, or Maari
tius, cen always be sure tiat the Royal Col
onial Institute will find » speskiny place for
themand ecars (0 bear what they may bave
to say. Nor does the society’s help end
when the paper reading session ends It
keepsits roomsin the Strand openall theyear
round for the accommodation of colonsists;
presents thus u centre for union anda chanze
for intercourse between those whom 1t is
important cn many grounds to bring toge-
ther; and by providing a table for topograp-
hical photographe, a wall for ms: ps, and cases
for specimens, suggests the formation of 4
Britich Colonial Museum. Beyvond this the
Institute olters an organisation for dealing
effectively with such coloniul quections s
may be practically mooted m England, It
arranges for committees and deputations,
tt e publication of pnmphlets, snd interviews
with members of Purlistnent. It1sindeed
an institution with great capacity for use-
Julpess, snd as such has a claim on those
cgmmunities to whose interests it is dovot-
ed.

And vet the Colonies have done nothing
for the Institute, which subsis 8 upon the
subscniplions of those who have been, rather
than upon those who still are, colomsis.
Probably the question of muaintaising in
London an institution which wculd 1 all
respects worthily represent them has not
Leen seriously put to the great Dependen-
cics. ‘They bave, very likely, never Leen
asked to materially ussist in placing the
Royal Colonial Institute ina position ol some
importance nct to say splendour. If what
we venture to suppose 18 really the cuse,
then Mr. Young, the honorary Secretary of
the Institute, has un opportunity which bis
zeal will scarcely allow him tolose, It 1s
bardly to be supposed that the Colonies ul
England would not bo glad to respond to a
large propiosal for the erection iu the met~
ropolis of the Empire of a really adequate
building for the use and dignuy of the only
society which represents them and woiks
for them in England. At presept the In-

slitute hires for its oflico an obscure room
above a shop, and when it gives a lecturo it
has to resort to bire agsin. .I'ho colonies
neol only to know this to be anxious toaltor
arrangements which cast upon them n cor«
tain, measure of disgrace, ‘I'ho idea of hav-
ing aRoyal Coloninl Institute suitably housed.
on u fuirsite in London would find favour
all the world over, wherever tvo or three
Englishmen abroad are gathered together

Undoubtedly asunitable mode of rapresent.
ing the scheme would have to bo made. The
Institute itself would be tho hest centre of
operafions,nnd tho nssistance of ali colonists
at Home could be claimed. A well consider
ed plan having been adopted and promoted
in Loudon, suitable agencies would be re-
quired lortho colonies. Probably, in order
10 rapid success, the work would have to be
taken up by one or two men capuble of en.
thusiasm, Almost all important undertak-
ings need 2 man at the head of them. As
a yule they succeed only under that condi-
tion:

We hecilate to say what such a building,
with ils adequate furmiture, appliances and
oflices, should cost. Not aemall sum surely.
The present uusuitable ‘hired apartments
on a first floor would be better than a mean
structure entitled to call itself by a great
name and at the sime time shaming-it. The
cost would be regulated by the plan and the
value of the site. But, while avoiding esti-
naates, wo may show what figures belong to
the scheme. In the.Canadian Dominion, the
Australias, New Zealand, the Cupe, Natal,
West indies, and the Meauritus there is at
least & population of twelve millions. Now
thut Lamber of sixpences would make £300-
Q00. ‘This is only a sum, but, the factors are
not ultogether out of the case, nor i3 the
tota) result ridiculous if Jooked at by the
light of averages, Something less than
£300,000 might possibly be suflicient; but
more thun thut would not be out of propor-
tion to the purpose uf a suitable hubitation
{or an Institute . t once Royal and Colonial,
It is, probably, unlikely that the Colonial
Parliaments wuuld vote public moneys for
the object -we have thought it well tosug-.
gest, unless, indeed, the plon could be made
to include oftices for.the different colonial
ewigration and other agents, It would bea.
‘most desirable thing -of itself wers the offi-
cual representatives of the colonies brought
together in one place. Wero-this to come
into the plan, the Governments would readi-
Jy vote an anoual allowance for rent. Buat,
for the funds for the main building, the col-
onists’ personal munificence must bo looked
to, and there is such a thing as personal
munificcuce in the colonies: We are aware
that the plas involves coasideritions as to-
trusteeship and other legal questions ; end,
of course, provision would have to be made
for maintenance. But these are difficalties
which are common to s}l undertakings in
which socteties and property are included. -
That any difliculties cun be allowed to pre~
vent the colonies from having an adequate
wonumental and institutional representa~
tion in London is not to bo believed by
those who know the spiiit of those grent
communities.

The Chinese Army.

Sowo interesting particulars with regard
to the organisation aud presént condition of
the Chimese Army are given by a correspon-
dent :— .

*The presunt mwmy of China consisls of
two great divisions. Uader the first are in-
cluded the Manchu, Mongol, and Chioeece

risons over the great citios of the emplre,
while the second ia made up of Chinesco
troops. The Manchu Tartars (the present
dynasty) when they conquored China in
104-§. divided their nrmy into four corps,
distinguished as being under lite, blue,
red, and yellow banners. Four bordered
banners of the same colours wara subsequ -
ently added, and in course of time thera
wore ndded to these eight similar corps of
Mongols and eight of Chineso, who had cast
in their lot with the invaders, The chief
command of theso corps (which exist to the
present day, and are of a wixed civil and
mjlitary organisation, all being liable to
bear arms, but by no micang all being paid
as soldiers) is vested in high officers of the
three natiopalities, the Manchu, on tho
whole, predominating. The governor gen-
cral and goveraors have each a small force
at their disposal, but they do not command
the military or naval forces of tho province.
Permanent Manchu garrisons under Manchu
officers aro established, as I have said, in the
great cities on the coast and nlong the fron
tier. T'he Chinese Army is altogether dis-
tinct from this force. and is under a separ-
ate general officur, below whom is a series
of subordinates of 2 number and denomina
tion corresponding to those of our own
army, if we count from ensign to major gen-
eral. Theseall draw pay, neverthp{gss the
troops assigued to them exist, to somo ex-
tent, only on psper. Were tho naval and
military services of* China as real and effec-
tive as the civil servico of the country, fora.
ign -Governments would have to deal with
one of the greatest Powers in the world.
“The civil competitive examinations held
under Government secure to the poorest
students of the land the certainty of pro-
motion by merit to'the most lucrative posts
in the Empire Under the present dynasty
mililary examinations are periodically held
among the troops, but the cbmpotitors are
men of property, whosupply their own wea-
pons and accoutrements, and not the ravk
and file of tho army. Military ravk is con-
ferred not for personal bravery and talent,
but for prowess in raising heavy weights,
wielding enormous swords and bending
bows, as well as for skill in horsemanship
and archery. Although the list for military
proferments are open to all who are eligible
for the Civil Service, few engagein the con
tests, as the posts obtainable are in every
respect inferior to those of the administra-
tive departments of Goverriment. Few men
of genuine ta’ent, therefore, are to be found
smong tho officers of the Chinese Army,
and probably none who have deemed it
worth their while to acquire a knowledge of
military engineering, fortificitions, and all,
that constitutes the science of modern war
fare It must, bowever, be. said, in justice
to tha Chiness Government, that they are
not altogethor ignorant of the defects in
their system. Within tho last ten years
groat efforls have been mude to introduce =
certain measure of reform. Formerly offi -
cers of tho navy were chosen from the land
forces, not that they knew the bow from the
sternpost of & vessel. but because they were
big and blustering men, whose appearance
would strike terror into the hearts of an
enemy. Schools have been established for
the training of navsl cadets under the
European system, some of whom now hold
commiseions in the gunboats and corvettes
of the modern Chineso Navy. Lilaog-
Chang has introduced foreign drill and arms
and is doing his best to promote discipline
and to strengthen the army. o would in-
troduce other and more sweoping inzova-
tions had o not to contend against the jeal-

Bannermen, distributed in perganent gar- -

ousy ond suspicion of the Centrul Govern-



