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BAZAINE'S LAST SURTIE.

A correspondent of a Gorman paper gives
the fc'lowing account of the last sortio from
Metz before its surronder:

Our troops received tho alarm between
ono and two o'clock in tho afternoon that
the army of the onemy was again about to
ke a sortio.  The brisk fire from cannon,
mmtraitleuses, and small arms, which soon
began, showed that we wero this time to
have something moic than a mere skirmish
Letween outposts.  Strong columns of the
enemy had passed over into Maxe, the vil.
lage burned down on the night of the 27th
September, and had, as was natural in such
sorties, driven back our outposts by dint of
numbers, at the first assault. The can-
nonade became every moment livelier, and
soon extended along the entire plaiu next
to the Moselle, which stretches to the north
of Metz. The plain was, it is well known,
avoided by the enemy in his sorties up to
the 27th of September. Since then, how-
ever, it has been seiccted as 1ts chief place
of encampment. The attack of the enemy
was carned on in great force and with much
vigor., In such sorties the enemy had a
great udvantage in the Chassepot on account
of its great range—20U0 paces, About a
quarter to three & hiving tire from cannon,
mitratiieuses and small arms showed that
the combat was going on along the whole
line of the Moselle up to Bellevue. About
this time also tho Batteries of the enemy,
which were erected wside the Fort S,
Julien, i the wood of Grimont, began to
disquiot our camp. The line of fighting was
upwards of w milelong. On the right and
lett of the Moselle a %ively contest went on
between the artillery on bothsides. Imme
chately after the tirst alarm had been given,
I rodo 10 a height in the village of Argency,
from which you could look down upon the
entire field of batile. But, owing to the
cloudiness of the weather and the smoke of
the powder, 1 could not perceive clearly a
smgle movement. The whole of the plain
of the Moselle, in which thetight took place,
was covered by one continuous cloud of
smoke. Only here and there could you see
the blaze of cannon, and the consequent in-
crease in the smoke. About a quarter past
three ascended two columns of smoke, which
indicated the burning of two villages, pro-
bably Ladonchemps and Bellevua., The
violence of the conflict reminded one r{ the
18th of August—at ono time the thunder of
the canron, at another the fire of the small
arms predommant ; both never ceased for a
moment. The direction of the latter, which
at a quarter to four was towards the south-
cast, showed that the enemy was retreating.
Scarcely, bhowever, did the conflict show
some symptoms of cessation in one place
than it broke out with greater violence m
another, As tar as could be seenn the
confusion, the small arms of the enemy and
the cannons of the Prussins wera most
actively employed.  Uur batteries were
agam erected in tho semucircle stietching
frow the village of Norroy vver Foves. Semi-
cowit, Maizercs, Argancy. Ulgy, Melroy, and
Caarly, and were in constant operation, al-
ternately discharging single shotsand whole
salvoes on the columnns ot e enemy. Al
together trom 120 to 0V caunun were em
ployed onour aide. 1he batienes s the
neigbbourhoud ot the villages ol Aigancy
and Ulgy were especially uctive on account
of the situation.  The positiun to the south
of the village of Olgy was about five o'clock

strengthened by thoe arrival of two now bat.
teries. On the side of tho enomy tho
mitrailleuses and tho cannon on Fort St.
Julien wero most remarkable, Theso fired
shots to n distance of three quarters of a
mile ; so that they notonly reached sevoral
places occupied by us—Failly, Charly, Mal.
roy, and Olgy but even wont beyond thom,
A great many of their grenades fell on tho
height, which is bounded on the north by
the villages of Avgancy and Chatilly, andon
the south by tho villages Olgy, Melroy, and
Churly. TFortunately, tho greater part of
these terriblo projectiles missed their aim,

which was, apparently, our batteries erected
in that regicn. The shells which fell in the
village ofOlgy Qid but little damage. DBe-

tween fiv and six o'clock, when darknesss

began to approach, the combat once more
raged withremarkable violence. The pecu-
liar rattling sound of the mitraillouso wvas
agsin heard. About six o'clock tho battle
seemed to be at an end, and I therefore re.
turned to headquarters. Scarcely had I ar.
rived there when I heard once more—it *vas
now about half past six—the firing renewed,
Then silence succeeded until seven o'clock,
when fighting re-commenced. Repeated
and continuous firing from small arms and
cannons lasted until near nine, after the
moon had began toshine. The latter con-
ficts bad been induced by our army, in
order to compel the enemy toquit a strong-
ly defended position in the neighbourhood
of St. Remyand Ladonchamps, which he had
gained at the commeoncoment of tho fight.
In this our troops succeeded. Theresult of
this battle, tho soverest and most impor-
tant which has taken place before Melz since
the 1st of September, is, alas! a negative
one for both sides. Both have lost many
men without gaining any advantages. In
the peculiar position of our army, it is quite
impossible to follow up the victory by
ponetrating into the immediato vicinity of
the fortress. However bravely, therefore,
the attacks of the enemy have been repuls.
ed, the successes gained cannot satisfy the
victor. I have not ascertsined the exact
amount of the losses. .urs alone must
amount to several hunireds. On our side
the principal brunt ci the batile was borne
by the 10th Army Corps and the Landwehr
division Von Kummer, which is now under
command of General Von Volghts Rhetz.

PRUSSIAN DEMANDS.

—

(From the London Times.)

In three successive circulars to the repre-
sentfatives of the confederation at foreign
courts, Count Bismarck has stated openly
what Germany desires and why. For gen-
erations past France has been the enemy of
Germany, and this war is only one of a
series of attacks swhich Germany has been
compelled to sustain. This time Germany
has been victorious and therefore desires to
turn her victory to permament account.
In their views national ambition has no
place. They claim only the right to pro-
tecting themselves agmnst a repetition of
aggressions irom which they have so long
suttered, an< the means of this protection
they rccognize only 1n the transfer to them:
selves of those fortresses and districts from
which French invasions have proceeded.
** The cession of Strasbourg, Metz, znd the
adjacent territory ' constitutes the demand
ot the conquerors. These are the words of
Bismacck on the st of this month, and, he
udds, *‘as yet 1 have never and nowhere
raised demands going beyond theso ideas.”’

Such a cession would leave Franco with an
oxtent of dominion still equal to that which
she posessed only oleven years since, for
the acquisition of Savoy and Nico brought
hora gain in territory sufficient to com-
pensate for tho loss now in contemplation.
In population sho would be slightly 8 losor
—that is to say her 42,000,000, would be
reduced to 41.250,000,, but that is all,
Count Bismarck concludes that for all pur.
poses, oxcept those of aggression on Ger-
many, the power of France would remain
unimpaired.

The French dispute the promises and do-
nounce the conclusion, Thoy assert that
Germany is in no need of protection, and
declaro that the cession of a single inch of
territory would be such an outrage on na-
tional honor that the lu t extremities would
bo preferable. They aflirm that the war
was the work of the late Emperor, If Im.
perial France was aggressive, Republican
Franco will be resolutely averse from war.
The Germans, therofore, have no occasion to
demand the security they seek, and in thus
sceking it at the cannon’s mouth, under the
walls of Paris, they are themselves be-
coming the aggressors, and z-owing princi-
ples of extravagant conquest.

To these representatives Count Bismarck
has replied that he cannot accept as satis
factory the guarantee which France offers.
On the contrary the danger in future will
bo greater than ever, inssmuch as the
French will never forgat their defeat, nor
forgive it. The Republicans have peacs
perhaps at their hearts just now, but Ger-
many cannot believe 10 80 complotea trans.
figuration of national policy. France will
infallibly attack Germany again, and the
Germans are determined to improve the
present by curtailing her advantages.
Count Bismarck declares, in the plainest
terms, not only that Germany will abstain
from intervention in the domestic affairs of
France, but that she is perfectly indiffirent
to tho course those affairs may take. The
French may constitute their own Govern.
ment after their own choice, and adopt any
kind of Monarchy, or any kind of Republic,
according to their pleasure.  Whatever may
be tho form, the Germans will recognize i
as soon as the French have recognized |
themselves, and negociate with it in tk
torms of peace apart from all reference »
its character. ¢ Establish your authorities
and give us our security,” says the Coust,
*and we are ready to go."”

Admitting that distrust is natural, we
cannot beiieve in the value or in the neces
sity of the security required, we do not
think the territory claimed is needed fo:
tho protection of Germany, or that it would
answer that purpose. Count Bismarck him-
self admitted to M. Jules Favre that the
annexation could only be accomplished in
defiance of the feelings of the population
and tho opinion of Europe. The adyantage
of the new frontier would be counterbalanc-
ed not only by the disaffoction of the m-
hahitants, but by the extreme offence giyen
to France. 'The compensation,; could not be
rogarded as immoderate ; nor is such coin-
age altogether out of circulation in inter-
national settlemer:ts. Butits use becomes
moro and more an offence against public
morality year after year, and the Germans
could hardly do better in their own intorests
and those of Europe than tie the Frenchb
down to the principles of their own present
proclaiming. What is now urged to keep
the Germans from Alsace will effectually
serve to keep the French from the Rhine,
and the conquerors in a war like this can
well afford to dispense with a more material

barrier.



