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BARBARA STREET.

A YAMILY STORY OF TODAY.
BY TILE AUTHOR OF **OUR NELT," "'A SAILOK'S
pavaurTes,” KIC,
CHADPTER XXXIIL (Continued.)

“Tieri s noone to regret my absence,” he said,
with a hal€ smile,

* Yes, we all should=—] should,”

Hlester's tono carried conviction, He smiled
more fully, nioro Lrightly.

“[ an sclfith enough to think that a good hear.
ing. If there was one person to regret me § would
go, which sounds contradiciory, docsn't [t "

*When you come back you will find us all ready
with a welcome."

“That is a cheerful wai of putting the matter,
but who knows whether 1 should como back atall ¥

“God knaws,"” replied ilester, with tho same
grave and earnest look; “we and you are in His
hande."

These two scemed to be quile carried out of
themsclves and thelr habitudes, [denston found
himself taiking more freely of himself than he had
ever dono to any one before.  Hester found herself
carried along to reply by an unwonted Impulsion
which gave her words wi'hout consideration,

“ Buat," she continued, * the voyage, the climate
the out-of-door life will make you strong—=you will
be stronger than you have ever been before, And
then hope will come back to you. There [s my
prophecy.” Hester amiled,

* Health, yes, health would be worth something,”
sald Denston musingly, as if ta nimself,

* lut you do not only go to seek health” said
Hester, scarcely trembling even as she spoke the
decisive words ; she hardly felt she was dating, she
felt not at all the fear of going wrong. ** Yougo
1o scek forgetfulness™

Deprston started, glanced at her, and then turned
away his eycs again,

: “That is not an inspiriting errand,” ko said at
ast.

“ But it must be done.” Hester spoke with the
tender unflinching severity of an operating surgeon.
There was a long pause; then Denston looked at
her agsin with cyes that seemed to say, * Youthen
know all about it."

He asked suddenly thestraightforward¢uestion—

“oes your sister fove any other man¢”

*“Oh, no,” rephed Hester, startled. * Rut="
She was interrupted,

" You need not continue,” he said, and advanced
a pace or two. [e took a letter from his breast
pocket, and 1aid 1t on the table,

“Cive her thia, please,” he said. **Say that |
expect ho anywer,”

All his old dryness of manner had returned,
fiur Hester felt no reaction or chull of disappoint-
ment. Securein her own interpretations, she was
beyond the reach of any such surface vanauons,

“There 1= one thing 1 ought to tell you,” she
aad, quictly, ** and that s that mg‘ saster 1 ready,
if you wish it, to make good anything her manner
or words may have promised.”

" Jo you mean to tell mothat that was her mes.
sage to me?

ne0n's 1ony was very vieihn, and [ester saw
that hie face was pale and set, and that :n his eyes
was evident the pain otherwise suppressed,

* [t was indeed.  Remember how eager she isto
undo—how loth to add to the injuries of the past.”
“ 1 marvel that you accepied that commission.”

[tester looked steaight jnto Denston's eyes.

“ | knew,” she smd, *' that such an’ offer could
have no temptations for you.”

She made nofurther attempt to explain the nature
of Grace's fechings ; that operating-knife which she
had nerved hersell to use she felt was unneeded.

Denston’s eyes were held by Hester's during a
moment’s silence. Then ho saide

I can't 16t you say that, [ have had moments
of temptation.  You do not know how base a man
may be. 1 have been sinking-very low Iateiﬂ. 1
ought to have wnitten that letter last night ;' but [
took sn insane pleasure in delaying it. It gave me
a horrible satisfaction to believe myself capable of
refraining from it."” .

Denston paused, and then continued in & different
tone— . .

“But 1 did not expect to make confession of
these secret abominationsof my soul, Forgive me.
1 wil go.”

He advanced to take leave,

13 it settled, then,that 1 stay with youragter
said Hester, wn a tone (ull of gentlencas, and hold-
ing out her hand.

“*Settled? No, nothing is settled. It would
not be & life fit for you. \What a satire that would
be. wete 1 to condemn you to nt,""” .

1t will be no condemnation—1 will not be.a
slave,” Hester replied, snnling.  ** 1 have nothing
to do—it would be piving me occupation. ;Ishould
tabe pupils, and support myself, and that 1 have
always wished. You do not know what a disaps
pointment it would be if you deny me.”

Denston also smiled one of his occasional smites,
full of feeling, and shook his head as he did 30,

*“\Weo will, perhaps, talk of it again," he said,
and then took leave. A noment or so after he had
done s0, Mrs, Norns returned from her walk.
Hester wailed 10 tho Jnrlor until she heard her
mother go upstaits, and then she went up to Grace,
who was again lying down, with the Jetter. But
she found her motherthere before her, Gracohad
risen from the bed, a tinge of colour had como into
her cheeks,” ard her eyes were sparkling, It
apgeartd that Mr. Waterhouss had just suggested
10 Mrs. Norris that the family should all go off to
the seaside as 100n as possible after the funeral,
which was to take placeghe next day, he betaking
himsell 1o the Langham lotel, .

‘ Oh,” exclaimed Qrace, brokenly, “ can we go,
mother? Have we the money? It would. be too
Food. To get away from everything, to breathe

teely again! 1 am in a prison here. It is a0 hot,

and we have suffered 30 much.”

“Yes, iny dear, we will go,” replied her mother,
mn tones which contrasted forcibly with Grace's
cagerness. Graco was recalled Lo hereclf. )

“Oh, [ am selfish | she cnied ; ** you, my poot
mother, cannot get away from your trouble, Do
yon wish it ? ‘e will not go unless you wish it.”

“Yes, 1 do wish it. It will do as all good. You
are very feverish, Grace; you have been working
too hard. Mr. Waterrouse suggested the plan as
soon as | told him you were so unwell ; he said he
had been intending not to speak untiltafter to-
morrow, Hester and Kitty, 100, are very pale.
am anxious about you all.’

A discussion followed asto arrangements. When
Wt was over, the gitls heard their mother go down-
stairs; and when the sound came of a closing door,
they looked at each other gravely. She had gone

10 take the last look, to givo the last kiss to the
husband who had been given back to het anly 10
be recalled so scon. Bu youlh cannot live by the
bread atone of thelr elders, nor drink of the same
cup, however closa may bethe bond of love between
than,  After a few moments® silence, Ileater
handed Graco the letter without speaking, Grace
pave her a glance of exireme surprise,

* [fo wrote this before you saw him 2™

“ Yes, he brought it with him,"

“\What ts it2"

' Read ft."

‘1 am afrald to.”

“ You need not be.” .

Graco broke open the envelope, and leaning
towards Henger made her read at the same tine,

1 1IRsR Mtss Norris,=I fear you have expected
1o hear from me before this, Up till last evening,
howevee, 1 was in doutst, and much bLewilderment
of mind, Your manner last night left me no doubt.
Some misapprehension, for which | know not how
to account, has caused me much perturbation, and
I fear tn some degrec you also. I that was duo to
somo stupidity or selfish blunder on my pact, | pray
you to forgive me, and inany case to rest satiafied
that the misunderstanding {s at an end.—{ am,
yours truly, Puitip Dexston,”

* Whyt then, ¢ld he not write to me last night '
asked Grace, when this note had DLeen read twice

over.
Hester cid not unfoldwhat she knew of thereason.

CHAPTER XXXV,
MARTENIIQE.

Maryennoe is not a fashionable watering:
place, 1t is an ancient straggling little town, run.
ning along under the slope of a hill. On the hill.
sido is perched a fine old church, far too condlder.
able a structure for the nccessities of the place.
Ietween Martenhoe and the sea lics halfa mile of
flat meadow, through which an elm avenue makes
a shaded path, And down by the sca areto bo
found a terrace of ladging-honses and a few less
important ones scattered up and down, Here alio
is 8 promenade of small pretensions, and a halfs
dozen of bathing-machines. Seawsard comes up,
for the very sea at Martenhoc {8 a_modest one, a
ceisply eippling tide. Turning landwards {s to be
scen a stretch of green meadow, then the low red
roofs of tho little town, then the tree.dotted hlll:
slopes and the grey church tower. London
sends down its shoals to Peplestoke, some miles
up the coast, where is a hive of streets, a noisy
promenade, a noisier beach, and a surrounding
countey flat and arid. Dut it knows nothing of
Martenhoe; It han spared the rich meadows, knec-
deep this June weather in the lush crops groning
ripo for burvest, with therr moon-drisies, red
sorrel, and brown feathery grasses swaying {n the
fresh breeze that blows (rom the sea + it treads not
the winding lanes, whose high green banks on
either side sre aflame with gorse and Sroom , It
disturbs not the noisy stillness of the copses,
where the small wild creatures murmur and tustle
or flit. And for such forbearance the few people
who know and love this out-of-the wotld corner of
England's garden are abundantly grateful,

It may be supposed that an arrival of visitorn
here 12 an event to be noted, esoccially if they are
a novelty, and not (0 be 1ecoghized sa Umon fue
ordinary frequenters to the place. One finc
June afternoon four feminine fizures alighted on
the platform of the little railway station which is
set on the hill-¢ide in & golden frame of gorsc, and
leaving their luggage. to be carried by the omni.
bus, walked down inta the town, on their wayto
scek . lodgings, The shopkeeg‘cn and landladies
who saw_them pass gauvpged them at once as poor
and genieel--a kind which'is highly unprofitable.
They also proved o be difficult to please, for they
scoured the téwn, high  and low, belote they
settled themaelves down. Funally, they took Mrs.
Inchcar's rooms, which are some way from the sea,
and are.small and cheap. Dut the cottage is
perched on a grassy knoll, and over the town and
the ficlds the sea.breezes blow straight upon it.
Ite porch s covered with climbinly roses, and the
serpenting box-edged walks of its little garden, fit
only for'-tne promenades:of a doll,-enclosed
lorenge-shapeds bedu' full of. paneles, picks, and
musk. The townsfolk, when they discovered the
choice, found their suspicions of the new visitors®
economical tendencies confirmed. , But the visitors
had a standard of which the townsfolk were Ignor-
ant. They measured merit’ by unlikenes to Bar-
bara Strect, and by that test Church Cottage bore
off the palm. T

Martenhoe speculated concerning them, was in-
terested in them. The four ladies En_ned through
the town in a morning, bought in theic provisions,
and then went down the avenue to the sands. The
mother was & new.made widow, poor thing, that
was plain, and left withiittle enough to spend over
her moutning. The young lady that generally
walked with her, the ‘tall -one, -was what some
might call handsome, :but as proud as if she had
got anything to ba proud of, which she clearly had

. Butt id d the haught ¢ Ind
o ke to any oo out of the yfounh :u,s" :rhich centred thus in those dear_to her,- Grace

rarely spoke to any one out of the (amily,
the other pair thabcame into’ the shops, and &id all
the litle business here and there. The small
wister, voted not at all preity, with eyens too big
for her, and a sallow complexion, became, how
ever, a general favourite, And in face o} plain
attire and an insignificant physique, it was surpris.
ing how much attention was awarded to her ; for
no temperament is so coarse or Intclligence sof
densezanot to be affected by the mysterious in.:
fluence of will, an influence which may be irresisti-
ble without being at all understood. Modest .as
were her purchases, the, tradespeople served her
with smiles_and rcadiness, and the grim bathing
womnan reserved a machine for herin agrossly
artial way' that brought upon her a good many
Enll wondering, hall disdainful glances {rom son.
dry well-dressed rivals, At the heels of thin sister
siways came an open-eyed, childish. girl, well.
meaning e¢nough, but at the awkward ago when
girls wiil always - seem in the way. This pair of
sisters ‘always scemed ily and to be enjoying
theinselves thoroughly, w icfa,\ns _more cnllvening
in & sorrowfal world, and more of a credit to the
place, than thequiet sadness of tho mother or tho
cold self-possession of the other sister,

In the meantime each of these criticised indivie
atals, with tha exception of Ritty, who was stillin
that Lappy period of existence when experience
acts upon one from ‘without and notfrom within,
was 'living that-inward life-which recelves little
check or stimulus from change of place and out:
ward circumstances, snd which removes the
miaﬁ.fmm the power of any.criticism, greator
ma

Bvery one will remember the epochin his own
expetience” when the discovery came upon him
that 1o procure the means of enjoyment .was not

the anly essential to enjoying one's eelf | and 1hat
though the ¢up of hapr:neu might ba compound.
ed exaclly to taste of all the Ingredients experience
or imagination could suggest, ho might alter quaf-
2n.g :t nd himsell bearing an amazed and heavy
Carl,
\When Hester camo in sight of the gieen dane.

her life, she was moved, Itis ttue, but the moment
of emotion gone, graen sea, nor golden gorse, nor
blithe eweet-smelling breezes buoyed het spirit
high above trouble, ‘The actual ftarbara Street
was left far behind, but what had been sulfered,
and felt, and done thero was more real still than
Manenhoo and its June glories.

This was Hestet"sexperience, hers belng a nature
which emotion graved deeply with lines not easily
erased,  But Martenhoe, though it could not bring
gaiety to Hester's spitii, was full of good foe I1. It
was pood for her to be removed from the sphere of
agitation. Insensibly her spirit gained repose and
acquiescence in the healthy out-of+door life she led
here. et trust 1n her mother and sister grew too
In the inevitably clote companionship of sea.side
life. She hersell was awaro that the respite was
what she needed, She recognized that her absence
{from Barbara street, which stood for I'hilip Dens.
ton, was, if something of a wrenching, something
also of a reliel ; she f¢lt herself growing capabls of
rezarding the contingency of his leaving England
without farewell as holding a possible advantage
for him and for them all. Sho appreciated the
breathing space, the oppottunity for calm'ng and
settling her mind before entering on the new hife
which lay before her if her offer were accepted.

, After the first week she began Lo find her emo.
tions dominating her lcas, and instead of an utter
languor of bady, an inclination sprangup to Join
Grace and Kitty inthelr walks. She awoke oceas.
lonally also to & sense that sho was enjoying her.
self, and hed forgotten trouble ; for she was young,
after all, and there was nothing hete to press the
thorns into her, and there was always the comfort
that aprang from the new sense of confidencs in
fsmily relationships. [f her mother scemed heed-
less of her presence, passive and preoccupied, Hes.
ter was now aware of the cause. The irritating
mysteries of the past were made clear. Though
Grace was now gay and wilful as ever, and admin.
Istered ker caresses in the old light, bright way,
and the deeps broken up for a time were now frozen
again, and intercoutse was once more on the sur-
face, things could never ggain be as of old hetween
themn. When Grace patted her cheek or mocked
her laughingly, Hester did not suppose her heast.
less. \Vhen she fished for crabs at the end of the
bteakwater with a liveliness of interest worthy of a
better aport, Hester did not stigmatise her as
childish. She still wondered, but now she trusted,
which translormed the wonder into something
harmless. }ad Grace really any interior life of
emotion and thought, as, overflowing with energy
and fun, she buoyed up the quiet feminine party,
and kept the temperatute from sinking below
proeper (die.day spint-level? It centalnly seemed
that, 1aking leave of Barbara street, she had at the
same motnent taken leave of all scriousness and
sobernces of mind, and that the sullering and
anxicty of the last weeks there had vanished with-
out leaving any mote trace than a bad dream
tndeed, fram the hour when the expedition was
‘l'.r.'n.'ldu‘ Upon; Grachud risenitae artccdthatinsy
be bent Ly a storm, but riscs elastic after it. There
was no more feverishpess or depression § it seemed
that the sea.air even in prospect exhilarated her
like wine ; the weight of misery had already been
1o some extent lifted—now escape, the country, the
sc2 lay before her,

The first days of mourning over, all was cheer.
ful preparation. and expectancy, Philip Denston
was not seen; ho came no more.  For him she felt
the prospect had begun to brighten, as there
seemed every reason to suppose he would accert
Mr, Waterhouse's offer, It was hardly porsible
for Grace to regard as very acute the suflering
that might arise out of a hopeless love for herself;
30 that concerning Philip she grew a little com-
forted. Hestar, 1t was true, still suffered, and her
mother’s pale face and widow’s cap werea constant
reminder that & new grief had cone into her lot. .

Grace was always mote apt to suffer through the
troubles of the people she loved than on her own
account, but it was not her bent to betray the
suffering In a lengthened face and dejected demean.
aur ; nor was her sympathy shown in tearful kisses,
but rather in the shedding of added sunshine about
her. What influence her presence had at such
times cheered and animated, and ier rare kisses
were given with amiles, :

‘But now and then, if one observed her closely,
one might surprise’' 2 furtive -glance, anxious or
gravely Inquiring, which contradicted any estimate
of thoughtlesaness that mighthave beenformed. On
the whole the anxious glances Grace gave just thea
wero teassuring ; they told her that Jlester was
going through het trouble in & way to admire, even
10 reverence, and that her mother's grief wasof 2
kind less poignant and bitter than the anguish
which had tortured her in secret through 3o many
rears, If, in addition to the'interests and caret

had brought away with her any more personal, sha
herself would bave been the last :emn to admitit,
and no on¢ observing her would have guessed it,
It was possible, neverthelesss. Certainly the ex-
periences of the 1ast few weeks seemed to haveleft
ber more vulperable at & certaln point. The very
relief which she had felt on escaping from one
entanglement seemed to prepare the way for
another, Joy or something elue threw her off her

guard,
| ( 7o b¢ continwued.)

“LAND O THE LEAL"

_ THERE are exnressions in Scotch songs as sug-
estive as 3 sermon, Lady Nalrn's *'Land o' the
eal ' is not only a picture of the land of the living

that lies beyond the land of the dyirg, but a source

of consolation to those who have been parted from

(riends who have gone before. )

s Leal” is the Scotch for loyal, and the song lifts
up tho tearful eye to the land of the loyat, where

 There's nae sorrow there, John,
There's naither cauld not care, John,
The day is aye falr

) In the land ¢ the leal”

When the late Dr.-Dickson, a godly clergyman
of Edinburgh, lost a sweet Litle git), he sang *' The
Ltnd o' the Leal ™ at fainily worship.  So real was
it to him that he said, ** It'e & pity but what that
wan among the piraphrases ! Since I've thought
more of *our bonnie bairn’s being there! [ must
say that. ] cannot sing so heartily

' ¢ And oh ! we grudged hee salr

To the land o' the leal?

st for she is safe and happy in the land of ' nae sor-

row,’ In the fand ol the true-hearted.”

ing ocean, ecked with white, for tho fiest time InI

§abbath 8chool ¥ork,

LESSON HELPS,
FOUKTIL QUARTER.
JESUS DRELIVERED TO BE CRUCIFIED.

Lyssox LEE, October 17th, John xix., 116 ; mem:
otise verees 14-16.

GOLDEN TEBXT.~Then delivered he hiot there-
fore unto themtobs ¢ruclfied.=John xix, 16.

Tistfa—=Six to cight o'clock, Friday morning,
April 7, 4.1 30

PLACE —=Dilate's palace in Jerusalem.

PARALLEL Historv.—=With va. 1-3, Matt. xxvil,
26:30; Mark xv. 15419,

HELTS OVER aRn PLACES. Order of Events,
"('f Milate warned by his wife's dream (Mats,
xxvil. 19 ! Pilate’s palace easly {rlday morning,
while the people were deciding to choose Barabbas,
(2) The end of Judas (Matt. xxvii 3-10- Actsl,
18:19) + Assoon as Judas saw that Jesus was really
condemned to death, and made no revstance, he
was struck with remorse, and committed sulcide,
(3) Piawe orders Jesusto be scourged (v 1, Mat.
xxvil 26 3 {Mark xv, 18} : Court of Pilate"s palace,
#ix to seven o'clock a.m. (4) Mockery by the
soldiers (vs. 2, 3 Matt. xxvit. 27-30; Mark xv,
16:19), 2. A purple rede : one of the soidier's ced
cloaks., Matthew says that they put a reed in his
hands, and Mark that they spat upon him. (5)
Pilate makes another effort to release Jrsus (vs.
$:7)%  Outside the palace. His object was to
appealto the pity of the multitude. 7. He dave a
Jatw (Lev. xalv, 16}: blasphemy wac to be punished
by death by stoning. {6) Pilate confers with Jeaus
{vs. 8-12) : within the palace. 1. From adove »
from God Governments are ordained of God,
The greater sin? Caiaphas and the Jewish Teaders
sinned against greater Light, filled an office more
eapeaally ordained of God, and weretrying to per-
suade Pilate 10 disregard the dutics of his office,
{7) The (llewl accomplish their purpose {vs, 12-
$6). 12 Godbatha :fe, ahll. 1t was a tessellited
pavement on zising ground, outnide the palace. "13.
Preparation : for the Sabbath, the great day of the
feast, Sixth kour & mix o'clock, Romen notstion,
like ours as atways in John. Thiswaswhen Pilate’s
ﬁrocecdmg bezan, (8) Fnd of the murdezer.-: Judas

anged hamsell ; Caisphas was deposed the next
year; Pilate was soon deposed, and committed
suicide ; 40 years after the crucifizion, Jerusalem
was destroyed, and many of those very Jews or
theie children were crucified by the Romans.

SUB)EC TSFOR SPECIAL REPORTS.—Themackery.
~—\Why Pilate hesitated to do justice.—The in-
fluences thatwould lead him to do right.—The end
of Judas,.—\Why Pilate nas afrard, —Pilate's power
given from above.—The greater sin.—~\Vhat in-
duced [htate 10 yicld at last,

QULSTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.— In what books of the Bible 1s
our lesson to day recorded ? Give the state of
things at the closc of our last lesson. \When and
where did the events of thix lesson take place.

SUDJECT . THE UNJUST DECISION.

I. By THR SOLDIERS JMOCKING CHRIST {vs. I-
3).=Haow did the soldiers treat Jesur? \What was
theirobject? \Why was it mean as well as wicked?

11. By THE {r.ws (vs. 3-7).—Where did Pilate
bring Jesus? What was lus object? What did
he say 10 the Jews 2 \What was their reply? \Vhat
law of theiwrs did they charge him with breaking ?
Would he have been gu'i'y were he not divine ?

1L INFLURNCES TO LEAD PiLATE TO A RicuT

¢ DECISION (vs. 8-12} —How did Pilate’s wife try to

influence him ?  (Matt, xzvis. :?) How did the
claim of Jesus 1o be the Son of God affect bim ?
v.8) Must Pilate have known somcihing of
esus’ micacles? What Al Pilate uz to Jesust?
‘v. 9} From whom did Pitate receive bis power?
Vho were greater minners than even he? Why ?
}low ;!:d this sayicg nfluence Pilate to release
esux

V. By Prare (vs. 12.16).—\Vhat was the last
argument used by the Jews 7 Why was this effec:
tual ? \Where was the final dec¢ision rendered ?
At what time had these things taken rhce ? How
did Pilate try to remove from himself all blame for
his decision ¢ -(Mate, xxvil. 24:26.) In what ways
do people now try to throw the blame of their sins
on others? What was the final decision? Was
Pilate greatly to blame ?  Are we always to blame
if we reject Christ ?

V. A GLANCE FoRWARD.—What became of
udas?  (Matt, xxvi. 3, 10, Ac 1 18,-19)
Vha, became of Caaphas 2 Voaat calamities
soon came upon the Jews? °.nat might they
have heen bad they acceptazd their king?2 What
will be the result to us whether we reject or accept
Jesun?

PRACTICAL SUCGESYIONS.

1. Vain are ovr efforts to escape a decision as to
what we will do with Jesus. _

I1. Cowardly fear 1s the motive not of the
Christian, but of those who dare not become
Christians, -

111, Those who tempt others 1o sin are worse
than their victime. '

1V. By rejecting Jesus as king, the Jews, rejected
their hope. and glory, and troe kingdom.

V. Pilate, by bis crime, lost the very things he
sought to preserve by it {Matt xvi. 25)

VI. Men wash their hands from the blame of
rejecting Chust by blaming others, or the faults of
Chnstians, or temptations, or bad companiens, but
atl in vain.

Review EXERCISE. (For the whole school in
concert.)—11. What did the soldiers do to Jesus ?
ANS. They crowned him with thorns and mocked
him. 13. What was Pilate's three-fold testimony
to Jesus ? AnS | find no faultin him. 13 What
final argument did the Jews bring ? ANS. That
releasing Jesus would be treazon to Rome. 14.
What did Pilate then do? ANS. ‘He delivered
Jesus up to be crucified.

SUMMER IS GONE.

Summer I3 gone on swallows' wings,
And earth has baried atl her fowers |
No mote the lark, the honet sings,
But Silence sfus in faded bowers,
There it a shadow nn the plain

Of Winter ere be comes again.

—Hed,




