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MISSION FIELD.

Home Mission Work,
LETFER YROM ORRVILLE.

Editor Presbyterian Revicto s

Sti,—Thinking that itema from the Home Mission field would
bo interesting to your readors, I now give you o shoat account of
tho work a* Oreville, Parry Sound District.  Iarrivod oa the fiold
on tho third Sabbath in Ootober, 1593, aud as thoro had been no
eorvices on the two provious Sabbaths, thero wero vory fow present
at the oervices, knd things luoked very discoursgirg, snd tho
church (which by the way had been built in Sept. 1894), waga mile
and  quarter ont of the village, I was atked if I could not give
Sabtath services in tho village, Havivg been instructed by my
Supt., Rev, A. Fiadlay, to do ao, servicos woro commenced there
on Sabbath, Nov. Joth, Wo had tho ueo of & private house for the
firsL two Babtatl e, Lut the vwncr told me that Lo wanted no more
of it, was sery abusive, and said he wanted no religion around
whero he was, and nct to como back. (His wife had offeted the
house). Wo wore now in & fix, nowhore to hold services, when
Mr. J Orr and wile, of the Palmer House, offered their dining-
rooin, and an averago of fiflty met thero overy Sabbath ovening,
whaero earnest attention was paid to tho Word. Having spolien to
the peoplo as to the desirabihity of moving tho church building
into tho village, they werd nrarly unavimous on tho eubject, Ata
moeoting at which Rov. A, Findley presided, a commitieo was
formed to 800 to tho moving of the building. At the request of
the mombore, tho Presbytery kindly granted leave to do so. ‘Tho
aito selected could rot ke g-t for loss than §50, and therofore little
was done. The ico on the lake over which it had to coms not
bo.ng strong, it could not boe moved whole. And apparently the
coinm ttee wero afraid to touch i , 80 onthe 3rd of March, Isconred
asite f £ 910, gut the deed dravin out, und proceeded to move the
bu'ding. On the 9th of March 1 got two carpenters and wo went
to work to take tho buildiog apart By Saturday noon it was alj
ut into sectians and laid on tho ground ready for the teams to
cutnc an 1 baul it to its new eite, On Monday mornirg tho teums
wero vis hand aud the main parts of the building were loaded on
ten sleipha, altogether about twenty-five lends were taken. And
by Tueslay voon the walls wero up, ready for thervof. QOaSatur.
day cvening all was reody for the re opening, with nothing to show
that it had boen moved, but tho absence of the chimney and a fow
cracka in the plaster. On Sablath the 22ud of March services
wero conducted by Rev. W. K. McCulloch at 10,80 a.m., and 7
p.m., which were well attended.  Os Mooday ovening o toa meet-
ing wav held, when tho church was crowded, a Isrge number
having to stand. Mr. Lochore, tho missionary in charge, having
called tha meeting to order, Mr. McClelland, Mayor of Parry
Soand was voted to the chair, ana tho evening was enhvened by
addros gos, vocal and instrumestal music, cto., and a pleasant ovening
was spout. Wo paid for work at buildiog $38.25; for now
material, $21.60; for oxpenscs conncoted with tho re.opening and
tea meeting 921.55, a totnl of 981,40, which with tbe proceeda of
re opining, tea reeeting, and subacriptions given has all been wet.
Asmalldcbtiastill due on tho building, cantracted when it was built,
which the congregation hope toon 10 wips ous, —Jamzs LocuoRs.

Letter from China.
Caxton, Cnixa, Feb. 18th, 1896.

Dear Christian Friends,—As I look back over my letter book I
8co that 1t 13 almost exactly five months since I wrote my last
lotter to you. To somo of you, 1 dsre say, the caase of this long
silonce will alroady be known. It was just as I was proparing to
writo you from Canton carly 10 November *95, that T was taken ill
with typhoud fover and God pernutted mo to bo laid avide for two
montha, vot only from activity but for tho most part from even
cunaciousness. Iu my last leitor I think 1 told you of the fall
trips into tho country which had teon planned; and so it came
ahout that 1 was tho only membter of our mission at the coast.
But loving friends nunistered to my wants, and throogh prayer
and tho gractous faithfulness of my Lord 1 now rejoico in having
becn spared to 1Tis precious sersicoth China. It was only upon
my reoavery that Tlesrned of tho aickness of four othors of onr
number. Some of us wers brought very nigh unto death, but the
atrong aud loving hand of G~d tu-ned tho tide of disesse, and our
heatta can il oxnress in words thewr praises unto Him ‘“ who
deliverid un, and doth deliver, in whom wo trust that Ho will yet
deliver, yo ~lso holping together by prayer for us.” You will
raalizs through what a strango and testing timo our little mission
puted, and the Lord has led us all to b silent before Him, to let
the Holy Spinit search our hoarts, and to loarn tho lessons that
sach circumatances weroe meant to teach us. Tho natural heart
tonds to reflect upon tho weeks that havoe slipped away without the
neermplishmeat of atudy cr work, bat Ged bas sealod mylips from
asioglemnrmur.  To mysolf, and I think to not a fow others,
those weeka were not 1dly spens, bat full of meaving, and they will
toll to tho gl ry of God and 1n the frawtfulneas of our eervice aa
mightily as buey toil, O how great is our danger in the midst of
crowding dutics and evints, to negloct to give sufficiont timo and
opprriunity for God to spoak to our sounls and teach ns the
derper lessons that will render our aervice more Christliko and
telling. 1a Is not perhaps the most crying nood of every one of us,

awt 1o know how to do more, but to know better how to wait bofore
our God, not simply to pour aut our requests to Him but in silenco
aud relaxation of every faculty of our souls to wait upon Him, and
let Him speak, unfolding to our hearts despor seorots of Christian
life and service. O friends, 1 feol that hero isour lack, our deepeat
necd ; and shall we not rcaclve to meot it?  Will you not here and
now with mo determino to set asidc sacredly somedofinitetime each
day, shoughi¢may bo only five minutes, for thelaying asidoof every-
thing, ever prayer, 1o wait in silenco, instillness and receptivencas
before our Father'sface? You who aroenot yot clear as to your
sphero and placo of servico you who havo offercd youraelves to the
Lord for witness in tho epiritusl deserts ¢f tho earth but before
whom thore aro atill obstacles, and hindrances tbat seom to render
the path of advance impracticable, you who aro in active pregar.
ation for tho harveat tield—0 how much to every one of you the
praotico of this little rule ¢f waiting regularly definitely, wholly
upon God may prove in revealing tho light of God's will and
purpo. 2 moro clearly, and in ¢ poning up the perfect path God has
p;elg?rcd for you to tho accomplishment of this wiil and purpose
of His,

Coming in contact, as has been my privilego since laat 1 wrote
you, with this mighty city of Canton, of muoch :ore thanamillion
of peoplo my mind has bocn thereby brought into contact moro
forcibly than ever with this land's overwhelming uced, contrasts
with tho more pittance of Gospel witneas that haa been aent to it,
It wou'd be a strange experionce, indeed, to any of you who do
mission work at home, to como across a person who absolutely had
never heard the Gospel and to whoae mind the namo of Jesus ia
but & meaningless sound ; yet even horo at tho cosat, and in this
oity alono, atround our doors and thronging the narrow atreets
through which wo paas aro thousands of auch, and thousands moro
who have heard of she G_spel merely as a foreign dootrine, but who
have nover been scught out and guided to its bicssed saviog truth.
And thon think ot the vast territory thatstretohesinland hundreds
of milcs, ropreaenting muifions of souls who at the pretent rate of
missio.ary advance aro doomed to wait in heathen darknees for
many years bofore the Gosgd light can reach them. And of these
hordes of unovapgelized Chineso, 33,000 die daily. Somo have
lived to a grey-haired age, but not leng enough for a balf-hearted
Church to bring to them the knowledge of a #aving bope for their
dying hour. O'how I hevo wished that the sound which almost
every day wo hear around ua could reach the ears of somo a4 homo
—the clang of the deep-sounding gong mingled with the sots and
wails of mourners, which tells usthat another body is boing hurried
aiong to a Chrietless grave and anotber soul is beyond all human
reach. There is something io that sound that seems to strike &
chill to a Christian heart, forit speaks of hopelceaness and despair.
I thank God that it keeps over vividly before our hearts the
solemnity of our miesion, snd stimulates to greater and more cou-
stant zeal for the rescue of thezosonls, Omay we more continual y
realize that,

¢ Life is rea), lifo is oarnest,”
and rid our daily lifo of all that docanot conform to such a thoaght
all trifling, all idleness, and much that mnf bo called culture, but
which, when measured with the eternal dettiny of souls falls
miscrably low in God's estimation.

Many of you know that my beart is burdened with the prayer
our Master laid upon us for more laborers for the harseat-field. I
think back to the many gatherings of young Christians in America
which it was my privilego to meot, and I covet many of them for
this great land, both for thesake of Jesus and dying souls, and for
your own sakes, because I am convinced that the foreign field
offers to the young Christian of to-day tho grandest sphero ot
opportunity and possbility ever et bafore tho people of God. It
attracts thoso who partake of $he holy ambition of Paul ** to preach
the Gospel not where Christ was named,” to help and save thoss
who bat fur your individual cffort might nevor have beensaved and
holped. A decep and despening persuasion fills mo that God has a
plsce for many of you in China, and the other beathen lands, and
that you cavnot substitute o place in the Goapel-flooded home-land
without compromising your bleasing, your usecfulvess, and your
eternel roward. O lot no man take tby crown. And let me point
out dear fellow young men and women, for I know that not a few
among thoso who read these lincs, aro honest scckers after God's
higheat will, that wo need not expect nor wait for special rovela.
tions from Him upon matters which Ho has already revealed
openly in His word. That precious book was written to you per-
sonally, and as you read there of God's will for a dying world, and
His command to His people, “ Go y¢iuto all the world, and presch
the Gospel to evcry creature,” it rests with you not to prove that
tho command is literally for you, bnt to prove that it is not liter-
ally far you, bofore you can honestly exempt youratlf from ita
literaland bindingdemands. May our Lordlead youtoaclear know-
ledge of His Will for you, and givaBie graco that youmay ““appre-
hend that for which you aro apprehended of Cbrist Jesus.” "Yon
are much upon my heart in prayer, and the memory of thozemany
meeting rooms and individual faces is still with me.

There oro already precious first-fruits in our humble work here,
and tho outlook is one of much hopofulness. I had hoped to sharo
with you somo of theso encouraging incidents and featores in this
lettor, but it is already long, and I shall bope to writo again
shortly if the Lord will. and give yon some knowledgo of our
present wozk. It is with joy that 1 Icok forward to welcoming
deor brother Jafiray to China in two weoks more, and to thohappy

prospect of boing r2-united to him, as hoarzives and ontors into
tho stuly of the languagoe, prav for him.

I would express our grateful thanks to the dear friend who haa
8o kindly offered to duplicatoand circulate our letters to you. I
have received cheering, holpful leltors from somo of tho young
people whom wo mot on our missionary trip, and appreciate them
deeply, rejoicing with vou in God’s leadings onward toward the
fiold. I romain, with Christian love, Faitbfully yours,

Rosr. H. Groves.
I. L. A. Macao, China.
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