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ENGLAND'S PENAL-COLONY IN THE
ANDAMAN ISLANDS.

TTO E EHLERS, who visited the 1slands in 1893, con-
tributes to irsfermani's ffonats-Hqfte, Braunschwceig,
Gemmany, an interesung descrniption of the English penal.colony
and of the abonginal inhabitants, We translate the {ollowing
{rom his paper-

‘The Andaman Islands are situated 3n the Bay uf Bengal in g to
21 degreesN Latitude, and g2 tog3 degree< E. Longitude The
penal-settlement is in South Andaman, and,at the time of my
visit, contained 12,197 exiles who hiad been bannhed from British
India {or various scrious offenscs  Eight thousand and seventy-
five were murderers, 43 poisuncrs. 1.241 robhers, oz burglars,
w1th a rempant scatenced for numerous offeases, hard to classify.

The scenery of Port Blair is charming 1t is iadeed a Jand
“where every procpect pleases.® A visit 20 the colony requires
the speanl pemussicn of the Chief Commissioner  The visitor
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is landed on Ross Island, at the eatrance of the hasbor. This
iaiand o barely a m.le o arcsm=ierence, i fringed with cocoa
paaas, wchile the ceater of the :land, vhich asenaboct 200 fect, is
spminkled with bangalows in gandens aad greea trees exabowered,
the szmmit besng ocerpied Uy the Tesidonce of the Chief Coene
msnencT and the castellated bastacdks of a YNitle cocmpemy of
30 Nt infzaany 1a an exclossio lowet Cown ate the wooles
baacks acczpaed by 00 mea of a Madnas safzziry segiment.
T2e ntand i3 covered with a mh and diversefod vegetation—co-
20a3ct pAlms, NATROC (AITATIAII, AR, €U, WEIC ACTOSS
e Noe walers the cnzapicrod €Fe fests o an emeTaid nie mEing
30590 1 200 foct adore the sea

T rzosl wav 1tat the pemal-colony i socantking very diferent
from what I had pxtated 313 T ¥ooked Jor the cank of chains,
Sesperazesfookmg Characters, anxiozsy waiched by soldiers with
fized bayonets, and orencers with cals-0-nmetalls at Band, x2d
i=tead 1 found the coavicts oa Ross Islzad well 22d cheer{cl. ea-
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-Jaying the fullest personal freedom and engaged in all sorts of occus
pations, asclerks, boatmen, gardeaers, overseers, tught-watchmen
in the housts of the Europcans, and God knows whatall Even
thelocal band, although dressed in uniform, was compased wholly
of convicts. -All the domestic servants from the chief butler to the
sweeper are, almost without execption, drawn from the ranks of
murderers  When I learncd that the chief cook of the officers
mess was a professtonal poisoner, 1t struck me that his selection
{or the poust was a somewhat rash procecdmg, but he was a splen-
did cank, and this had been allowed to outweigh all minor cons:@-
eraicas

The conviets are all ancdrrignbies, and under sentence for ife
They receivo regular wages for their services, and after fourteen
years® oo behavior are allowed to take up waste land, or pursue
any otber ucenpation, and lead tho lives of freemen. cxcept in so
far that they aro under polive supervision These “self-sup-

porters,” as they are ealled, are allowed to marry female vonvicts,
or if they were marricd before senience. their wives are permitted
torcjoin tlzan  Facellent provasion is made for the education of
the childrea of these unions Of the = Sgo of these freemenn
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tho Islands, 1,324 follow ageicaltzral pumsuits.  The {teed peoplo
ate tkrowa catirely oa thir own researcees, and cost the Govern:
ment sothing, the prisoners ©ades compalsory service extall an
azzual ckope of S2g For head.  Escanc i3 almost bopeless, and
3¢t eases have ocezrred i which ceavicts have patto sca oa rafts
ia the bope of makny the mainlazd, of of beng picked Tp and
Tanded.  Sach attempts geacrally ead indeath

No loss iateresung thaa the conmcts of Port Blasr arcthe native
seiikess, e Andamanese  Whether they are an indigenocs peo-
e o a degraded Africsn stock, 1 wll not pretend to detesmize,
et the type tesembies the Afncan 1 mazde the acqoaniaace of
those ia the wosthern slands only, the &g npars. Theyaea
well-formed, muscular Jitle poople. Tanging from g fect g 1xbes
to § fcet Righ, with woolly Bawr, coal-black sk, and often
Preaant cosntenances  They livensccinded 3pois 1n the woods,
ia kmis comsinting of foor THpRIpht posis, wath a stecp-slopang Toof
of Joaves behind,  Thevarither cultivatethe land nos keep aattle,
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