No. 104.]

THE PRESBYTERIAN REVII-W.

“i§abbath 8chool ork.

HELPS TO THE STUDY OF TIHE OLD
TRSTAMENT LESSONS POR 188;.*

WIDE-AWAKF and carnest American students
and teachers of the Hible are demrous of having all
needed hielps to an understanding of the portlon of
the Thible text which i3 just before them In thelr
jessun coutse,  And no v that the lersons foe 138
start once more with the Blble at its beginning,
thete will natumllﬁ be An added interest fn any hat
or descapiion of the more impattant available aids
totho study of the PPentateuch.

It would be very easy to name five hundred
volumes, every one of which has [ts special value
in thia line of research ; and five thousand dollars
could be well expended in the purchase of helpful
badks, But it s hardly to hesupposed that readers
of The Sunday Schoo! Timesgenerally are fust now
disposed 1o mako such an addition as thisto thelr
hibraties ; hence an{’ Hst that Is given fn these
columns will, at the best, bo only a suggestion of 2
few of the more available velumes, in one depart.
ment or another of PPentateuchal study,

COMMENTARILR.

Among the many modetn commentaries, the
Schaff-Lange stands prominent, because of its
fullness. [t is & commentary to cheose material
from, rather than to usc Just as it in It is pub-
lished by Charles Scribnec’s Sons, New York,
Three volumes, at §3 00 each, cover the Pentateuch,

The Speaker’s Commentary s more compact
and'available;.- Canon Cook, ita editor, has hisown
rotion of the Pharaoh of the’exodus, which is not
in accord with the view of Egyptologists generally ;
and there are other points where the commentar
must be taken with allowance, Yet, as a whole, it
Is valuable. A single volume at $3 0o covers the
Pentateuch, This, hikewize, 1s publishedby Charles
Scribner’s Sone,  An abridzement of itls published
by E. P.Dutton & Co, New Yori, at $2.75.

Bishop Ellicot’'s Old Testament Commentary
for English ‘Readera is fresher than either of the
above-named. 1ta first volume covers Genesis, by
Dean R. Payne Smith; Exodos, by Canon Raw.
linson ; Lewiticus, by: De. C. 1% Gingburg ; and
Numbers, by C. J. lliote. It is published, in this
country, by E. I Dutten & Co, New York, at
$6.00 per volume,

The commentatiec of Keil, of Dshtszch, of Bush,
of Murphy, of Wheedon, are worthy of note, cach
initsown way, Andthereare others innumerabdle,

SCIENTIFIC LIGHTS,

Questions of the correspondence or the contlict
of science and revelation muluply and change con.
tnually. [t is not easy to keep up with the latest
phases of these, even so far as o indicate the
volumes which present them. .

Guyot's Creation; or, Ihblical Cosmogony n
the Light of Modern Sgience (New York: Charles
Setlbner’s Sons.  $t §0), is the work of a Christian
scientist, who sces no contlict in the works and the
word of Qod. This work-is given added value
through_ anyextended , yeviaw. of it by Professor
Dana 179 od feoms the Bibiotheca Sacra, by

‘K. J¢ Geedrich, Oberlis, Ohlo, at thirty cents a

copy._Dawson's Qrigin of the World (New Yoik

atper v $3.00), aud Dawson’s Na.

-ture and_thé Bidle (Néw York: Robert Carter and
Brothers,” $1728)7are from a like standpont, and
from another eminent scholar, Studies o the
Creative Week, by the Rev, Dr. Gearge- Dana
Boardman {New York , D, Arpkmn & Co. Sl.:ls),
treats incrdentally of the scientific questions In.
volved in the record of Genesis, while it reverently
and eloquently brings into prominence the deeper
and truer :eaczlngs of the sacred’text, Biunton's
The lhble and Science (New Yotk  Macmillan
and Company. S:o0), treats specifically of the
felation of .the theory of evolution 1o the truthsiof
revelation.” 1rummond's Natural!'Law..in ‘the
Spititual World (New York James Pott & Co,
$1.50) furnishes & senes .of strking analog.es
between natural and spiritual laws and their
teachinge. :
CURRENT CRITICAL TIECRIES

The centre ' of interest in present Pentateuchal
discussion 18, however, not so much scientific as
literaty. ‘Those who wish to (amularize them.
selves at first hand with the claims made by the
radical Continental critics, may consult the Eng-
lish 1ranslations of Kuenen's Historico-Critico
Inquiry wnto the Ongin and Composiion of the
Hexateuch (Pentateuch and Dook of joshus),
(New York: ‘Macmillan and Company. $4.00)
and of Wellhausen's Prolegomena to'the llu:orx
of Lstael (New York: Scribner and Welford,)

opular statement of tha radical theory byu best
Enown Scotch advocate will be found in Professor
V. Robertson Smith's The Old Testament in the
iewhh Chureh (New York: D Appleton & Co,

1.75). On the conservative side, and 1n reply to
the radicals, the student may consult Stebbina’s
Study of the Pentateuch (Boston :. Qeorge H. Ellis,
$1.25), which partally teplies to Kuenen, and iy
?uuany an Independent study of the Pentateuch
rom the standpoint of a conservative Unitarian;
Green's Moses and the Propliets (New York:
Robert Catter and Brothers. S:¢.00), which Is an
able reply to Professor Smith ; the English trans.
lation (feeble, but aof faithful) of Kbnig's Hawp/-
gfo&hm—'rhe Religious Hmo?r of larael={New

ork: Senbner and Welford, $1.50), which is an
effective reply, on critical principles, to the evolu-
tionary critics; Vos's Mosaic Origin of Penta-
teuctal Codes (New York: A. C. Ammastrong &
Son. 31 50), which is an’excellent general Intro-
duction to the study of the Pentateuch; Dissell's
The Pentateuch: It origin and structure {New
York: Charles Scrbner’s Sons,. $300), which ls
more detailed than Vos's book, ‘yet, less temperate
in tone ; and Curtise's Levitical Priesus (NewYork :
Scnbner and Welford, $2.00), & work which,
though not beaning specifically upon the lessons of
the six months, is of too great importance. in the
criiciom of the Pentateuch, to be passed over by
the student of Pentatenchal problems. A compact
and independent treatment of the subject {s given
in Bartlety's Sources of Histury in the Peatateuch
{New York ' Anson D. K. Randolph & Co. $1.00).

_ “HISTORICAL LIGNTS.

Stanley's History of the Jewish Church (New
Yotk . Charles Scribnet’s Sons. 3 volumes, §2
each) is unequalled in its vivid and picturesquo de.
lineaticns of Oniental life and character. illlam
Smith’s Student's Old Testament History (New
York . Harper and Drothers. “$1.25), and Philip
Smith's Student's Ancient. History of the. Eagt

{(New York  IHarper and Drothers,  $1.25), are
'.“ﬂn ht:-‘l:'t:r'un N"'-s.uc: . rupply aay of the above

excellent condensed chronologlcal historfer. The
latter tmay be supplemented by Leaormunt and
Chevalller's Anclent Ilistory of the East (P'hlla.
delphia: ], B, Lipplacon Company, 2 voluines,
§s sothe set).  Kurts'a Manuel of Sacred History
(Phitadelphia s T 1. Garner,  $3) will be found
uscfal In tracing what may be called the moral
purpdse of [sracl’s histary,

Geikle's Hours with the Bible (New York:
{nmes Pott & Co. $1.50 2 volume) Is a systemailc
tible history, wlth free illusteations frem the
results of modetn rescarch, It s an admirable
work of it kind, The fiest two volumes cover the
Pentaleuchal record, Kdersheim's Bible History
(New York: Iy and J. B. Young & Co. 75 cents
& volome) has Jusy of attractive illustrativeness;
but it is xacholarly and reverent treatment of the
Bible history in its continuity, Jts first two vol.
umes cover theground of the ofa ‘Testament lessons
for 1887

ILIUSTRATIVE LIGHTS.

The subject-matter of the Pentatcuch s capable
of Dustreation from many sources, Peominent in
this linc is the history of the early peoples of the
llhbie: story, and the vestiges of their early literas
ure,

Smith's Chuldean Account of Genetis (New
York : Charles Scribner’s Sons. $300) Is sugs
gestive 5 Lut ft must be used with caution, as
Smith’s translations of the so.called Geneyls

legends have not been sustained at all points by

later scholarskip, [enormant's Beginnings of Hip.
tory (New York : Charles Scribner’s Sonv,  $2.40)
focuses the light of Oticnlal traditions upon the
period between the ¢reztion and the deluge.

The best small history of Egypt [s Berkeley's
The Pharaohs and their Pesplo (New York : Scril-
ner and Welford, 3$100). A good larger compend
of both the history and the antiquities of Egypt
for Daglish readers, s iRawlinson's History of
Ancient Egypt-(New York: Dodd, Mead & Co:
$600). The standard history of Egypt is Brugsch's
hg&'pt Under the Prarachs {(New York: Stnbner
and Welford. $12.00).

Tomkin's Studies on the Times of Abraham, as
published by the Bagsters (New York: John Wiley
& Sons.  $500) is an admirable independent siudy
of the life and simes of Abraham in thelight of
modern rescarch.  [ts pictorial fNustrations add to
its value. Sayce’s The Ancient Empires of the
East {New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,  §150)
givea a popular outline’ sketch of the peoples of
Beypt, Babylon, Assyris, Phaenlcia, and other
Bible lands, 1n the light of modern discovery.
Peadenburg's Witnesses from the Dust (Cincinnati:
Cranston and Stowe. $1.00) culls judiclously from
the writings of the best Oriental discoverers, those
facts, descriptions, and translations which seem to
bear on the urfy flible narrative. A valuable
series of hand.hooks, called By.paths of Hible
Knowledge, io published by the London Religious
Teact Society (New York: E. and ). B. Young &
Co. $1.25 per volume)

J. Comper Gray's The Biblical Museum (New
Yotk: AL D, F, Kandolph & Co, §1.25 pervolume)
gives suggestive notes, and homiletic {llusrations
and agply ng4, on the Bible text, wuch as are likely
to be helpful 1o the average teacher.  Its first two
volumes cover the Pentateuch, The Notes of
“G M." (MiIntosh), on Genesis,-anl on Exodus,
point out the deeper spititusl, truths indicated
the’ Bible narrative. These books, although pub.
lished in London, can be oblained of F. H. Revell,
of Chicago, and of almost any prominent publish.
ing house,

The standard books of Oriental tlustrations
necd only (0 be sugRested. Amonz thewe are
Burdet and Harmer, 2nd Paxton, and Roberte, and
Thomsnn, and Van Lennep, and Hackett, A very
good compilation from the eatlier of these writers
was inade by Bush, fully filty years ago. Tt is still
of service to those who 'have it at hand. A recent
volume of The Cleri¢al ‘Library is Anecdotes
Iostrative of Old Testament Texts (New York:
A C, Armstrong & Son. $1,50). Thellustrations
in this, as in Bush's volume, are arranged under
the Bible texts in their order.

HOMILETICAL LIGNTS

From TFeapp and Matthew Henry onward, there
are ‘stimulating and instructive writers on the
Pentateuchal teachings, whose words are as fresh
and potent to.day as when they weee first given
out.

Kingsley's Gosgel of the Pentateuch (New York.
Macmillan and Company. $1.50) shows the gleam
of New Testament truths in the beginnings of the
Old. Robertson's Notes on Genesis (New York,
Macmitlan & Co, $1.75) Ia'(ull of suggentiveness,
a1 is everything of that writer’s work. Maurice's
Patriatchs and Lawgivers (New York . E. P, Dut
ton & Co. $1.50) s as richand as helpfulin its
vivifying characterizetions of the early Old Test
ament personages as Stanley’s Jewish Churchis in
its &nphic dehineation of their history.

.Gibson's-The. Ages.Before- Moses (New . .York
A. D. F, Randolph & Co. $1,25)-Is.an -excellent
little work of ‘its kind, " ‘Parker's The "People's
Bible {New_ York: Funk and Wagnalls. §1.50 2
volume) (s pethaps the fullest and brightest of re-
cent homiletical . writings oo (hie portion‘of Serip-
ture. Each volome is complete in.itself, The
first volumne covers Genesis, Three more volumes
complete the Pentateuch, N

'Books which treat’ of the,exodus and wander-
inge of the Israclites will be spoken of later on in
the course of the lesson seties. Their number and
scope forbid theicinclusion in .thialist. .1t is im.
possible now to do more than suggesta_ fewbooks
o;;l of the many which_press for a choice—3. &

e, may oy

-A PRECOCIOUS .YOUTH.

A MOTHER gave her little bog iwo bright, new
pennies, and asked him; what he was going to do
with them.. Aftet ja jmonient’s’thought:the child
replied! *** I am going to give one to the micsion-
anes and with the other 1 am going to buy a stick
of candy.” "Alter & while he returned from his play
and. told his mother that ke -had lost one of . the
pennies, ** Which did you lose?” she asked
“1 lost the misstonary penny,” ha promptly replied.
tHow many grown ‘people are like that little boy!
—Rithmond Religions Herald.

THE CHRISTMAS PEACE,

DBrow, bugles of Lattle, the marches of peace )
East, west, north, and south let the long quarrel

Ceadc
Sing the song of great joy that the angels began,
Si:ﬁdg‘lowtabodt of good will to man ¢
© U Ilark ¢ joinlag in chorus
The heavens bend o'er us .
The Jdark night Is ending, and dawn has begun. .
’ — WAiteier.

—

LESSON HELPS,

FIRST QUARTER.
Studtes in the Olid Testament.~CORRFEIS,
THE BRGINNING.

LLssoN 1. Jwnuary 2ad. Gen, L 2630 i 1-3;
memonze verses i 143

GOLDEN TEXT.—In the beginning God cre-
ated thio heaven ans the earth.—Gend 1.

CRNTRAL TrUTH,

We should worship, love, and obey God our
Creatar,
DALY PEADINGS,

3, Gen. 1. 1435, 7. Gen, [ 2610 )i, 8.

IV lsa, xt. 12418, 7A. John I 1013,

£ Pyoxix, o1, Sa, P, vill, 19,
S, Col k. 9 20

TUE PENTATFUCH.=* The five fold book,' In-
cludes the first fve Lionks of the Ditle, which were
only one book in thu Hebrew,

GENFSIS.~— .

(1) Name,—It means origin, and treats of the
beginnings of all things.

2) 4\u:ho;.—¥t3u. who lived JAnno Mundi
2433-3853 3 J.e, BT 18711451,

3) B?ace.—l’robabl
Wanderings, south of Paleviine. .

(4) Date of Writing.~=Probably B.C. 14915481,

(5} Sources.=—From direct revelation, sancwrs
documents, and personal knowledge, .

INTRODUCTION, =With the new year we'"
tho study of the carly history of mankind
written from the Jivine standpolnt, and™ -
instruchion and interest.  \We smust-
studies with the first verse of the chay
a general view of the creative week.”

HeLrs OvPR HARD PLacEs= |
& personat God, a spirit, ““infinfte
changeable in his bLeing, ‘wisdov*
goodness, truth and love ¥ "°. 7

The Creation.—{1) Al2iniay 1
in God. {2) The descriptfen b
fic, but In popular languagé,.

{3) The facts as recorded b
aireement with the latest ¥ei-.
Therefore they muat “haye'l’

(3) The word create is ujed -

of life, of man,~=the very?y:

must stop, having been utteriy™.,
matter, or life o apirit, (G),TEY .
divine days, ages Jong.  In the!pY,, \
sun was formed, there were no 2 -h’m.g?.

26 Man in onr image: a spirit]ike
reason, will, conscience, feelings, lInnoct |
holr. Man's body was made from the dust.!,
still 10 made, the elementn of the body* being,
same as the elemente of dust.  Lef thent have's|
niinfon : intellect and character must rule. A+

good, 27. Male and female: woman, as well as
man, {s the creation of God, and with him has do?
minlon. Sce chap. it. 7, 21.2y. 28, God Mlessed
them ; Ged wants his‘rcopte to be happy. and the
world full of gnod and happy beings. 1 Al the
Aost  every individual in his order or place like an
duay nothing been created mnce the advent'of
a0 The seventh day is the divine day, the lapg

';ri,::nod in which we are fiving, and God ls caring¥or

created things and for the spinitual nature of man,
This is the origin of our Sabbath, o

SUBRJECTS YOR FURTIHER STUDY AND SPECIAL
REPORTS. —Gencsis.—The Creator.—~The order of
creation.—The barmony of the Bible with science,
—The cteation of man,—The creation of woman
—Man made in the image of God.=—The seventh
day.—God's sabbath work, and man ¢

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUC nrY — What {3 the Pentateuch ?
Why 20 called'r’ “eaning of Genesis®> Who
wrote this book and wherc? Could Moses have
known of himself all the things written here ?
SURJECT ! THE CRI'.ATIO.‘-',—GOD'S WORK ANUL

MAN'S DUTY.

5. Titk CRbATOR.— Who made all things ?
Throygh which person af the Godhead? [Joha i.
1 3.0 What was the work of the Splrit? [Gen. i,
3.5‘ \What'do we learn about God from this narra-
tive? Where elee do.we leamn moro about him?
(Johniv, 24;'t Cor. viii. 6; ¢ Tim, /17"

What two names are appiied'to God 1n Genesis ?
Why does God say, Let 2 make, etc ? Whatlis
the best definition of God 2 “\What difference does
1t make to us whether there is a creatoror not?

11, THE® CREATION.—=During how many .days
was the process of creation? What was done on
the first day ? on the second ?-the third ? the
fourth ? .the fifil ? the sixth ? \Where thesc days
of 23 hours lonz, or divine days extending over
long.petiods 2 In reference to what is the word
creafe used? (Gen. i 1, 41.-'.*."7‘? \Vhat s the
differencp between creale and made ?

Does this account agree with modetn science ¢
Point out the harmony How does this prove the
inspiration of Generis? Must God's Works and
God's Word agree?

111. THRACREACION OF Max:{vs. 26:31}.=0n
which of the six days was man created? Of what
was his body made? (Gen. i. 7.) In whoic like-
ness was his apirit created? \What 19 incant by
the image of God ? Over what was man to have
dominion? Why? Hasman suchdominion sow ?
How was woman created? (Qen.ii. 30 24) How
should we acttoward our Creator? (1 Tim. L 17
Matt. xxil. 37; Ps. cvil, 8 Eccl xit. t3.) What
was given them fot food? Was man, as well a8
all nature, good st that time ? )

Is any oobler method of creation of man conceive
able than this ? 1s it said how man's body was
formed of:the dust? Would the statements here
made agree with the theory of evolution, so far as
the body Is concerned ?  Is the soul a direct,imme-
.diste creation of God? -\What comfort and hope
in the fact that we are made in God's image?
AVhat duties arise from our being created beings?
What from our dominion over nature ?

IV, Tue Sanpatit {vs. 1-3),—On which day
did God rest? Rest from what? “Is that divine
seventh day still continuing ! What is God doing
on this seventh day? (Johnv. 17 dii. 16,717 3 Helx
xiil. 20, 21.) What ought we to do on every sev-
enth day? Repeat the fourth commandment,
Should we keep that day after the example of Gad?
In what respects 7 " .

Why is {t not said of the seventh day, ** There
was evening,” as'alter the other'daya? Hasany-

What-does God's examplieteach us sbout keeping
the Sabbath? Does this show that the duty of
Sabbath-keepingis universal? [ we keep Sunday

do we keep every seventh day?

.
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