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Ebitoial lutt[c~.aîîd wc illi s-S the icst hialf of the l>lessiîîg',i of Our'
faiLli wili WCe try to keep it ail tu oursol vci.

THE OPPoItTUN'Ti1ES Oie~ Tille

8 iJM M E R.
'HE Il BIBLE SCIIOOL."

-JIT seemis like the oppoi'turiity of one' s
lifetinie- -the Il making " of oneSC If, to NVlien Robert Raikes, in seventeen hundred andu

m'uîly young people of the city, to viglîty .soniething, got the watifs gatheredl ini otl'

c get aWaMy "lsuîuîîîieriiig' foi' a, mouLu thp streets of Gloucester, and soîne teachei's itt a
or tîvo. But àL is equ.ally a shilling a day, to, teacli theni the Il TrIic R's," it
great opportunity for' the w'qs a "lscliool," ani being hield on the Lord's
country people to have l'City I ay, iL wvas called ;'Suinday Schionl." But we ii
visitors." Explain it -as we America neyer ixnported it in that shape, if imdeedl
Illay, the City people have we ever irnported it ail. The Sunlday sclîool in

Sth. rnost of the la/kin9  A Xîîicrica çrre'v Up froni the first as a distinctly
man ho iasspet tn o twveBilIe.teachiucv institution. Tt was nlot as iii Eng-

Shours alone in the fields or wvoods e% ery, land (where something of the notion lingers yet>,

-/ day, with nobody to talk to, debating' for the chlldren of the church-neglecting class, Lut
suethouglti u m "cem foi' a/i the cluîldren. And now the thougliL is

iL, as lie would a bit of liquorice î'oot-nîay have. get «genem'al, that iL is for ail], whether 01(1 or

gPt soie kind of a settlenient of the point iade youg anb htnn r o llte myU
in his own mind, but lie lias not tearuied lion' to'too sleepy or too lazy-to corne to Suniday School!
use his tongue ; and t'le use of the tongue lias to But in proportion to the broadening of the
lie learned, just like the use of the haudi(s. 8o the i Sundlay school constîtuency, appears tue narrow-
city visitor wvill be iuîstalled in tue position of a niess of the xîame we iniported from Robert Rakes
teiaclier. HI-appy if lie remnimiers that the liste-! 'a, hundred years ago. A IlSunday sclîool "-a
in;g of Ilis country friencis is îîot necessarily a proof sclîool lîeld on Sunday-does not express the idca
of theji' ignorance. A manu in Persian story, 1 we wvish. N1o more would IlMonday mneeting" nor
bougit, iii the tumnuit of the mîarket place, a sulent IlSaturday club" express the purpose of those
bird for a wren, but iii the quiet of bis cotag itathietrings. It is not a school, différent f ron the
turuied out a niglitlingale. five-days-in--thie-wceek sclîools ,only tlîat it assembles

In the iiiost natui'al wvay, a conversation about on Sunday. lin that sense it is not a sclîool. at
city ministers and churches will give a field for ail.
the Gospel theî'e delivered ; the evi(lences of the But if wve take Ilschool" in a lîiglier and very
.New Birthi ; the reality of prayer ami its f ulfil- pî'oper sense, thc IlSunday" fails entirely to (11f-
ment ; growth in knowlcdge and holiiiess , liow ferentiate this from other sdhools. It is uîot the
to knov the love of Go], and to teachi others the day on wvhich it is held, but the nature of the
sanie knowledgc-and tie hundi'cd ways ini whiich studies, thiat nuakes the difference. We have heard
the teacluing Spirit fils aîud leads the obed ient of Il sidewalks in the nmiddle of the street," and
mmnd. And te,'e thîe city visitor wvill find thejoy
that every teacher finds in an appreciative pupil.
Tliese people have learned te, ltink ; and :n the
ficlds of Christian dloctrineC and experience they
are on famiiliar ground. llow much good can Uc
donc in such directions is only known by those
wlio have tried it. But liere is the opportunity
for every suniînei' visitor of brigylitcning his own
faiLli while lic puts a keener edgc on the faitli of
another. Vie vem'e nev'er intnded to, Uc alone;

wvhile wve laughed at the confusion of the language,
've kiiew what wvas imeant. And we have lîcarci
of 'lSuinday sehools on the wcek cvenings," and
stili we knew what wvas meant ! But there is no
need of our continuing a terni thuat docs not pro-
perly (listinguish what we mean. Macaulay says
Johni Bull neyer reforîns an anonialy Liii iL Uc-
coules a grievance, and Lhîcn lic swceps iL awvay!
Thuis teri IlSunday school " bas becorne a mis-
nijer, in that it does not descrime tue tliing


