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As ozie body they are cxliorted to, nutual forbearance iu non -esse il s.
Tlucy ara also, told that their fuit)>, tspealzig of theia aguin as oue, is kcltow
throughout te world, and that their obedicuce is couie abroad to ail maen.
lThe apostle trusts to be brouglit forward by t1te»t in bis journey te Sp-ain.
and lie carnestly rcquests that they would strivo together with l Miin pr:tyer
for lus saf'ety and usef'ulncss in Judea. C

.Now, if tiiese littie house-churchles and assemblies badl hzd diverse iuterestq.
hiad been in the habit of keeping isolated frotn one another, Lad chierislied
feelings of hostility, jealousy, and dislike towards each otLer, is it not evident
that the apostie could nover have addrcssed themn as one ? Is it not certan,
indeed, tIiatho would Lave visited thomn with robuke ? Was it not a soino-
what simihir stato of things in Oorinth that brouglit down sonie of the severest
reproofs to.bo found in bis writings ?

Wc may gather, then, respeeting city churchles, tixese general principles :
1. Tha t though the Christians of a city nieet in separato assenibliés, there

should ho a manifest and substantial oneness of spirit amiongst thexu, a kunow.
lcdge of one another by nainle, and a unity which, thougi flot corporute, is
certainly roui.

2. Members of onc cluurcli are mnembers of ail, and are entitledl ta churchl
privileges in ail.

3. Tencluers and officers are f9r the benefit of a14, and are not ilncrely ai.
cers so far as the individual assenbly is cancernod. Their git.s are ta bc
used on behiaif of the whole body, for the sake of the coznmon Master of ail.

To give effeet te, these principles, andto maifest and increase fraternit3', it
is neeessary that therc should be interebanges of services betiveeu tite
pastors on behalf of the people, and frequont consultations of pastors, dei-
cons and teachers, respecting niatters of cominon interest, and especially suitl
as relate te, aggressive operation s. The subjeets of sueh consultations zuiglit
ho, the Nvelfare of the Snbbath schools; the drawing in of young mnen fron
seenes of temptation, and bringing thein under Christian influences; tuie
extension of the gospel amongst the ignorant, the abandoned, the dcgraded,
and the erinuinal. portions of the population; in addition te ivhieh tighlt bc

anicd the care of orphans, of the -sick> of the prisonor, of the ezigrauit and
of the stranger. Some of these worIks, thougli in perfect accord witli the
example of the great Master, are not perhaps as welI cared for by us as they
oughit ta be-la fact co might say they are isadly neglected.

Sucli frequent conferenees would tend to break d-iwn that isolation of'
churches froin one another which is the great reproach of out church order,
and would bring about a mucli nearer approximation to that unity of believer,;
in onc city i7hich was undoubtedhly the rule in apostolie times. And I would
sQtili furth,Žr suggest, 'whether it would not be possible te, Lave, once a quarter,
a united meeting of ail the churehles of a city for prayer and conference oti
the saine subjeots; on which occasion it might Le deuirable te, partake of the
Supper of the Lord.

But whether thus or not, 1 would furiher suggest that a united commuiinion9
service of the miost solein *kind should take place on the first Sabbath of cach
year, ln which, the whole operations of the churches dnring the prceding,,
y.ear should be reviewed ; confession should be mnade of short.comings aRd
sins, and, after mu.ouh prayer, a solemu renewal of a cburch covenant be
ratified in the -name cf the commen H7fead. Such a service.would be the
stroncest possible bond of brotherhood. between the members of ýVario113
churches in ene city; and 'where a city was tee large for thià te'be done (3
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