
~8U24i3.] SOCIAL ORIA~iTIO.5 OF TU'1E iirACKFOOT INDiASS.

colirinoily callcd "a rtun lier," was sent to carry the ncws, or a chief
would bc delIcgaittd as iiness-engaer, but gctierall% one of th.le servants of
txhe iad cliief. If it wcrc a grave inatter, the hicad cixief of the tribe
%Votld tind(lrtake the mission, and uipon biis arrivai %vould bc tî'eated in
anl bonourable mnaniier, as becaine sucli an august persoriage. 'l'ie licad
chief and thc ininor chiefs of the tribe %vould thien asscemble and the
inatter %vould be broughit beforc thiein by their ihistious visitor aîid
discusseci.

The state life in eaclh of tie tribes is thc saine. Thiere is flot a
defiuiite nutnbcr of gentes iii cach tribe. Thcrc is not a comnmon taboo
for thc gentes. Somne of dic gentes hiave a taboo, but not ail. Thec is
'lot oîie comînon to ail, caci g-ens whicli lias a taboo lias a distinctive
one. Tlxcrc is omie, ho\wevcr, wlnch partakes of the nature of a commnon
taboo, whicli relates to the Naaye, gens. Thxis gens %viIl partake of fisti,
but none otlier of the gentes %vili partake of tlixem. Somectinies a single
individual w'ill cat a picce of flesb of soine bird or animal, anîd upon
leariîing wvbat it is wiil spit it out, cxclaiming, " That is agraiiist iny
mnedicine."

lucere is one common ancestor for ail thec Indiani tribes. Fie is flot an
aîicc.;tor iii tic proper sense, but a seconclary creator. He is called
ZtTapio, flhc ONld an. He is flot the creator of the gens, or tribc. but of
the wlxolc Indian race.

Ixîdividuals belonging to onie genis caxi marry iiîto an>' otlier gens.
he ivife zgocs with lier husbaxd to lis ?,ens anici lives tixere witl iin.

If lie dlics, the widlow can reiniain inilber litsband's gens or rcturn to bier

he Black-foot Conféderacy hiavc ixot any adloption ccremiony. 1 have
sex womni belonîging to the Cree and Kootecilay, tribes, and incil
whlo iii tlxeir yotuth werc Ojibivays anxd Crees. and thiese wcrc treated as
nieinbers of tbc Blackfoot Conféderacy, nîo distinction being madle
betwecn txcixu. Nonc of tiiese biad ever -one through ai»'3 adoption
cercinoxy. Iii tue inatter of cariîxg for orphans, tbicy arc lookcd after by
the nearcst relatives, and wlîcn these fai they -arc provide<l for by the
tribe. Thcv are neyer allowed to bc iii want, fur the people say as tlxcy
aire of thc Saine flesix and blooci thcv ixiust bc carcd for by tlic people.

Tlxerc arc several suate classes, tbce inost important bcilig tii cbiefs.
Tlîe% arc callcd AFizzlks, faIzcr, c/ticfs. 0f thesc tixere arc tlxrec kinds,
xîaxnely, two principal chiefs, the peace or civil chie[, andI tic war chier,

th ie minor cîxiefs. TIie two prinicipal cliiefs have cacli oinn geni s,
and airc also the supremne hicads of thc tribe. Each mninor chxief bias a


