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Titetmmp '1711v, coîmmission, by a tra:up, of the
dhie rm nxost revoltitig inurder in aur annals

calls attentioni to, the very grave riSkS
Ia propcrty involved in the existence of its dangerous
class. It is well knîawn to farniers and1 to occupants
of isolated country houmes, that tiiese meni literally ter-
rorize the féènîale residents of louely rcsidelices -who are
3fiten left uniprotectcd iu the day tilîne-'.Y direats of
violence or of sctting tie preiiiisei afirc. uniless thieir
(leilands are satisfied. H-aving Once lieard a menace
of the latter class, wve speak first band, and cati tIestfy-
ta one farni bouse liaving, fer inany years, given t ramps
friendly lîospitality ta ivardl off so, terrible a risk. But
even theni, thereexists tic graîve risk of tli.ir s-:ttUîîga
barni ou fire by smiokiîîg iii it, as sucli mn are uîast
reckless. On Scotch filrras a * rallup slîed"' is orteil
provided for these wiyfarers, iu order ta keep tlicim
froin d.Yiig îiisclîief. The phrase -%Nich occurs iii
report% of fire losses iii rural districts with extraordin-
ary frequency, "causc utîknowni," iuîight, iii very iiiaîîy
cases, be changed to, " caused by a tranxip." As tlîis
chiss will tnt Nv'ork, as they systeuîatically pluîîder at
cvery opportunity, as thcy prey upon aud are a serious
danger axîd aunioyaîîce ta, liard wvorkiiu people, it is
nîucli ta be regretted that tliey irc allowed ta pursue
tiacir utula\vful calliîîg witlout restraiut. The law is
iliost clear iii regard to tlxese mîien, tlîey are "varît,
atid, as sucli, hable ta imprisantiient for quitc a leuigthy
terni. Werc the coîîstabulary active, titis class cotild
be stippressed, and witli their suppression would be a
laagc, diminution of crime iii rural places, and, we be-
lktve, a reductioîî in the nutuber of fartîx fires. We
tmite that M:r. Man of the North flrit.ishi InF~uiancc
Ca., Glasgow, in ain able article ou '« Farni iustiraîîve,"
Puts the causees of fariii ires in order of imiportanîce as
fflUows -. I trý>as iîîccîdiarisni, clidren play.iîîg îvith
rilatclies, liglituitng, steain tlîresliers, railvay engines."

Sa, tlîe agricultural commit nîitv' siot only lias ta nmaini-
tain tixese iliierants, but lias ta, pay extra premitins
because af the rires thîey origitiate, anîd ta suifer lîeavy
lasses caused by Uic crimes they coîîîîîit ! If rural con-
stables liad donce tlîe duty tlîey hiave sworn ta diseharge,
tic Keit tragedy wotild îîat liave liorrified the court-
try. If tlîey ivere alert, the tranîp's occupation would
be gotie.

'illritos Tîîî resuit af a recela arbitration
tdo Costly. case over -% lire loss is ilot encaurag-

ing ta, conipaniies vhîo incline ta, Ilat nîiethod of settliug
disputes. Mess-rs. Ross Bras. of Wlitby insured a stock
of dry goods iii tlelBritisx Ainierica for $6 oco, and in
tire Northî British & Mercanîtile, tlîe Commercial-
Unîion, aîîd Etî,each for $3,ooo, tlîe goods being
valued at $i8,oo,. Trite loss occurrcd iu Fcbrtiary hast,
and wvas atteuded ta by the com-parîies, îvho sent their
appraiser, Mr. \Vylie, ta, investigate. Thei iusured, an
advice, refuscd ta sigli the custoniary appraisement
bond, insistiîg ail onîe niade iii the tertns of the-
statutes. After appraiseniient tlîe representatives of
iiîsured clainied a loss af $7,000, wlîilst those af the
canipaniies foutîd the loss ta, bc $2,roo. The iîîsuraîîce
conîpaîxies then denîatded au arbitratian, wvlich exteni-
ded over 12 days. Aiter tlîe exaiiîîatian of a large
nuîîîber of îvitnlesses on bath sides, the suni af $7,4a.--
oS %vas aîvarded thîe iîîsured, anid ahi costs amnotnting
ta $4,ooo. Thiis inans a fire loss ai 5o per cent. ofithe,
insurance for a venter dainage, aîîd 26 per ceut.
expenses for ascertaining saine, or a total af 76 per
cent. as a resuit af arbitratioui, wvleîî the total original
dlaimivwasonly for49.34 per cenit. lu view ofthe abave,
and bearing in îiind the outeailte of the Skinner Ca.
arbitration iii Toronto hast year, wvhiclî caused the
cumîpanies iinterested ta pay from $xo,aoo ta $1 2,000

marie thian tixeir appraisers foutnd the Ioss ta be, we must
conclaîde thiat fire itisuraîlce arbitrations seem ta result
in great inijustice beiîîg done ta the Conipaules.

Wlàat rouctonTîiir actual business represente-d
Wl> 1'ài7~îOîîby sales ofithe îvheat crops is believed'

ta be not a third of tlîat ta whiclî it-
gives rise tlirougli speculative transactions. 'rhose
aperatiatîs are bascd upou tîme uncertainties of the sup--
ply. «There is lia praduet regarding the demand--far


