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Lord to his disciples is, " Freely ye
have received, freeiy give." Il the
free-giviing be w ithheld, the free re-
ceiving 's evidentiy to little profit.
There is also that other saying of
Christ, '<It is more blessed to give
than to receive." Certain it is, thst
there cannot be a seltisli enjoynient
of Gospel bles8ings,,. The grace of
God in the heuart is a self-devoting
power, prompting to love a.nd good
works.

Whiat, then, siiotild our religion
cost us ? The g-iving of our oerie
sdlves to the Lord. We know how
the Apostie Paul commnendýd to the
Corinthians the examfple of liberai-
ity on the part of the disciples of
Macedonia, even "the riches of their
liberality,"-huw "«to their power
a.nd beyond their power," even "out
of their deep povert.y" they willing-
iy gave their contributions. And
n;ot as waitingr to be asked and ad-
monished of their duty,-there were
no collection-sermons in those days,
-but "'praving us," writes the
apostie, " wiih much entreaty, that
we would receive the gift." The
aposties and eiders seern t have
been beset wlïeresoever thev wenb
with the iniportunities of the peo-
pie, that they would kindiy take
charge of their offerings. So that
it was found necessary to inake the
regulation for ail the churches, thaê
the collections be laid by on the firs*
day of the week, until the approved
messenger shouid corne to take
charore of thiem. So have the week-
Jy e)1lections continued arnongst us;
only with a difference-that where-
as these were appointed in full of
ail "gatherings," they 110W need to
be supplernented by other gather-
ngs.

With the former zeal, the old
method-, were best. And whence
that zeal, the effect of which was
so overflowingr in libcralitv? One
great gift drew forth ail 'the rest.
"'They tirst gave thieir oWri selves to'
the Lcrd." Havingr beg-,un with the
best ofltring, they hadi nothing- after
that too goo)d to give. So, we, as
mnembers of the (ihirch, do i>roféss,
to give ourselves to the Lord. Our
vows at the Lord's Table are a re-
newed seif-dedication to Christ.
And even in thi% weý are reziindl(ed
that Ccwe are not our own;- wc are
bought with a price." We bi.t ren-
der to G-id what He lias redecnied
for Himself flot with silver or goid,
but with the precious blood of' fis
beloved Son.

Yea, "the earth is the Lord's, and
the fulriess thereof. Ourselves and
ail we have are due unto the Lord;
and Hie dlaims a tribute in acknow-
Iedgeinent of Lis right to the whoie.
Here à~ is that we are put to, the
teet as to, our reigion. We have a
atruggle with selfishness, covetous-
ness, and woridly cares. These
tenipt us to, «rob God" of is due
-to keep back part even of what
we profeas to offer to God. " Ye
cannot serve God and Mammon ;"
"cehoose ye whom ye will serve.»
And the choice which our religion
dlaims will coet us somiething. It
cosés the pain of seif-denial ; it costs
a great ineasure of faitli; it costs a
trial of patience for the expected
profit. Money, of course, it does
cost. This may be the Ieast ex-
pense of our religion. We give our
mnonev, and it is gone fromn us. But
this expenditure of patience, and
faith, and seif-deniai is always draw-
ing upon our resources-it is a daily


