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LAWYERS IN PUBLIC OFFICE.

In several recent instances the lay press has shewn satisfac-
tion over an alleged modern tendeney to prefer business men to
lawyers for elective and appointive office, and predicted that
more efficient administration of public affairs will result. The
sponsore of this view apparently picture the typical lawyer as
wholly engrossed in browbeating witnesses and drawing up docu-
ments full of involved verbiage. As a matter of fact the lawyer
is the highest type of business expert. His most lucrative prae-
tice is found in solving by the aid of his breader viewpoint and
better trained mind the problems which threaten his clients.
The amount of business acuinen necessary to asdvise the parties
to a single corporate reorganization would suffice to run a gro-
cerv store for a vear. Another element also is often lost sight
of. A man engaged in commereial business is trained to the
single idea of personal profu—a perfectly honourable and legiti-
mate idea but none the less quite foreign to the highest ideals of
publie service, The lawyer, on the other hand, is trained to ser-
viee: his most strenuous endeavours are habitually directed to
maintain the rights and interesis of arother. A code of ethies
rigidly enforeed by the Courts teaches him that when his per-
sonal inierest opposes that of his client he must act with an cye
single to the benefit of the latter. (‘oming into public office it is
a natural and easy transition of thought to regard the public as
his client, and an applieation to the relation of officer and publie
of the fidelity and zcal which is habitual between the attorney
and client would produce a public service well nigh ideal. It
would he a public misfortune if ‘he services of men trained in
the legal profession were not utilized to the fullest possible ex-
cent by the publie, but it is a misfortune which the diseriminat-
ing eleetors of the country will assuredly avert notwithstanding
the oceasional descendants of Jack Cade who now edit news-

papers.—Law Notes.




