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But the provision hias also had the further resuit that quite
frequently a guilty prisoner goes upon the stand and is convicted
mainly or partly as a resuit of his own evidence.

4. Juvenfle offenders.-In no department hias the criminal latv of
Canada made greater progress than in its treatment of juvenile
offenders. The provision of the Code which in the case of boys
apparently under sixteen ycars of age found guilty of offences
cnables the Court to sentence such offenders to reformatories
%vas onc of thc most beneficial in the Code, and although a
diifférence of opinion hias been expressed as to the propriety of
thc amendinent made Iast year, %vlereby the operation of this
section hicreafter caoi be applied to boys under eighiteen years of
age. timne w;11 prove ttie ameodment a most useful one. Some
boys of eighteen are quite as immature as others at sixteen.
They arc children stili althoughi growni up).

5. Release on probation and refurmatory treatment. - An
equally hurnane enactmnent is secion 971 %vhich provides for
an offender beiog released on probation of good conduct. This
is one of thc rnost important sections of the Crde and the amnend-
r-ont pa,Se( in the year 1930 wvidcnîog the application of this
section wàs a most comniendable one. W'bilc iii the vast majority
of cascsý this section even as amended lias only beco invokced on
behialf of juvenile offenders, there xi'as nieveî'theless no reason %hly,
its scOi)c showld have been originally so restricted. Jn regard to
juvenîle offenclers this section is uitilized %vith inicreased frcquency.
One of the most painfu] duties discharged by Courts of jus~tice is

the sentencing of a boy or girl to gaol or penitentiary. It is diffi-
cult to avoid the feelingr that such a sentence in many cases
eventualiv resuits in incireasiog the armny of confirmed crirninals,
and thus the ultimnate aim of punishmeflt, to protect society by the
repressiori of crime, is in the long run defeated. Moreover it
511001(1 not be forgotten tlîat before the youthful of"fendei- cornes up
for sentence lie or she lias alrecady received some punishrnent.
Tlhere lias, beeni an arrest and irnprisonmient before trial and a
sickcning realization of the chasm between the offender and the
non-crimîinal part of society. Many of thiesc ivayward boys, how~-
ever l<'gally' guilty, do not realize the serious character of their
offence until the arrest, and then suifer severely frorn remorse and
humiliation. In many cases it is flot innate depravity iii the
offender. le nay have started in the race of life bounid iii chaios


