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portions of the Seriptures were written more thiî
8000 years ago, anca that the latest of theni were
writcen between 1700 and 1800 ycars ago, it would
have been very remarkabie had we lost sight of none
of those customis and none of those events on wbichi
thec figrures of Scripture are founded.

Secondly. The diffference between the scene and(
climate in wvhich the sacred writers lived, and oui'
own, forms another barrier to the righit understand-
ing of their figrurative ternis. This prevents us of-
ten froin perceiving the full force of a passage eveli
-wh-en its beaut 'y, ne-verthieless, powerftilly aefects, the
nîiind. Thus wlien the Psalmist says, Il As thie liarf
pantctlh after the water- brooks, so paiitth ny sou? af..
ter tliec, 0 God," It is impQsible flot to be affýcted
by the combination of chaste elegance of expression
witli veheinent ardour of feeling. Yet in our tem-
perate clime, wlier,2 water is scarcely ever known to
thil, where the Sun scaî'cely ever pours his sickening
ray up)on our hicads, we are not prepared to enter
into ail the beauty of the figure, as an inhabitant off
Judea wvotid have done. Again, the hart is not
with us a wiid,_ animal, suhject tu he varlous priv'a-
tions whiich it wvas compelled to, endure nii recrions
iere the sun hiad burned up its food, and âried

the streams at wlîich it iras nccustomed to siake, it.-ý
thurst. It woul(1 be no tinusual thincr, hoviever, for
-ui Israelite to see this itioffènsive animnal exhausted
and fatigued, and pantiîîg for a di-op of water; and,
consequently, the application of the fig;ure to the
Psahinist's desire after God îvould coilvcy an im-
pression far more forcible than can be produced by
it on our minds.

In the forty-ninth chap.er of Jeremiah, we have
another figrure stili more peculiar to the Land of Ju-
ca-Ie s/ici? corne itp liL:e a iiozzfroin fthe swelling


