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mer was to reduce it this year to £40. annually
in consequence of the operation of Free Trade,
But to return to the plougling mateh.  There
was 8 classes to enter in, in the class open to
nll England, there was 49 ent.2s. The fullow-
ing is an extract from the Report,

RUTLAND PLOUGHING MEETING.

It is 23 yeats since Mr. R. W, Baker, of Cot-
tesmore, first turnzd his attention to the advan-
tage ol enconragmg good plongning in Rutland
by means of annval competition 3 at that tine
there were very few good ploughmens; bat as
meeting followed meeting, the spirit of honorable
yivalry m -reased, until at length the smaliest
county in Enzluand stood before the agricultural
world as the most celebrated for its avable culti-
vation. Ratland ploushing having reached this
point of pre-eininence, and Mr. Baker having
arrived at the 20th yearof his management, three
years ago he relinquished his position, in the
hope that what he had 85 well established might
be co.uninued by vtheis § no one, however, seemed
wiliing to take the respunsibility of the meetings,
and the annual competition ceased until the pre-
seut year,when Mr. Baker again resolved to take
the field, aud the result has been the Jargust
and most important s2ries of ploughing mateies
ever known iu this or any other country. The
Yocatity selected for the trial of mdustrial skill was
Great Casteston and Ingthorpe (1wo mdes from
Stamford), on the farms of Mr. Edw, Roberts;
aud at e¢ight v’cluck on Tuesday the Sth iust,, no
Jess than 138 ploughs were simulaneously set
to work, The scene was a most imposing oue 3
and as the operations progressed, admiration was
on all sides expressed at the extreme nicety with
which which the numerous competitors guided
their shares, turning vp ridges straight as a line,
and forming furrows of such accurate dimensions
that not the least difference of measurement was
pereeptible.  The judges had a most difficult
task to perform in selecling the best men, though
in the end their decisions gave general satisfac-
tion. The number of visitors to the fields in
which the ploughing took place was immense,
and the village of Casteiton had nut presented
such a busy aspect for many years. Among
the county gentry who attended the operatio
in the course of the morning were Gilbert John
Heatheote, Esq., M.P., and some friends, Geo.
Fineh, Esq., aud his daughter, the Hon. Gerard
Jas. Nowl, M.P., the Hon. Hemry Noel, Stafford
0’Brien, Esq., J.A. Rausome, Esq., of Ipswich,
&ec., &c. The judges were Mr. T. R. Cutbush,
of Teston, Kent; Mr. Hawkins of Assingden
Hall, Satlolk; Mr. Benj. Painter, of Carlton
Curlicu, Leicestershire ; Mr.Harrison, of Bag-
woith Park, Leicestershire; Mre. Burbidge, of
Wakerley ; and Mr. Fowler, of Exton.

The plonghs used were chiefly manufactured by
local makers, being Ransome’s principles adapt-
ed 10 the soil and system of the counmy. The
quantity to be plooghed by each cundidate was
half an acre of lund, and the conditions were
that the work should be done withiu jour houss,
the furrows not less than four inches deep, aud
horses abreast without a driver. .

At the Dinuer, amongat the toasts given, a
Mr. Harmond proposed ©The Plovgh Mukers of
England,” and coupled with it the name of Mr.,
Allan Ransome of Ipswich,

Mr. Raxsone said it was to him a source of
grear pleasure, though not unattended with dif-
ficulty, to be able to join the company on the
present occasion ; for, when he looked back
through the long vista of years during which he
had oceasionally been associated with his kind
friend My, Baker, and with many of those now
present whose heads had grown grey since he
had known them—and when he found that the
places of some of his casly acquaintances had
been supplied by youngzr men whom he had
not before met—it was graufying to find that
the object of etlorts of more than 20 years? con-
tinuance had been fully asd successfully realized
(cheers).  He remembe.ed tive time when hut-
land was behind the other Midland Counties in
ploughing, and when he introduced plooghs
which were the types of those now inuseja 1d'he
congratuiated the county o its eflurts 10 camry to
perfection this necessary employment. He hear-
tily recognized as brother-workers those makers
who had taken the Rausome plough as their wac-
del; and, far from looking upon them as competi-
1015, hie hailed with satistaction the disp'ay of
their ingenuity, and felt gieat pleasure in meet-
ing them. He had no desire 10 Jower the value of
the improvemens which had been made in some
of the plouahsj; but, as an implanent-maker,
e thought i: vight to warn them of this fact.and
o acknowledae an error into which he had him-
sclf possibly fallen, that by u teo high brewding
as it were, by attempting w make the very best
article for the species of competition they had
that day witnessed, it did not necessarily follow
that the plough best adapted for that purposa
was the best description of plough fur general
purposes. (Hear.) It was impoitant to ook to
that which would tend most to promote the
pounds-shillings-and-pence value of cuitivation,
and not be led away Ly the applause which
attewded success on vccasions like the present,
Reverting to the principal object of the day, Mr.
Ransome s:id it was pleasant to be able to con-
gratulate the company on the iucreasing prospe-
rity which attended their efforts in Rutland to
promote the cause of good ploughing. He had
for many ycars attended ploughing meetings,
though for the last few seasons he had from
necessity held himself excused 3 but, like a gocd
hunter, at the sound of the horn he could not
refuse to visit his friends in Rutland, upon fe-



