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ON 11E AGE 0F TREES.

Trecs may be considered the most permanent
of ail nattural productions. Theliy exist (as the
following list publislied by M\oquini-Tand(oni in
bis 7trafoloric J' gctab', ti anislted from Sch lei-

se I> rindpPes of SientziicBotanyshw')fie r lie
inost stupendous work-s of man have crumbled
inito dusi. T1he followiing arc~ th(. ages compîl-
ted by that intelligrent bolanist -. Ialrns exist
from 20() to 300 y .1rs; Ceresis 300; Clîcroden-
dron 327; Uhînius (1!EIm) 35.5; Cupressuts (Cy-
pro.ss) 388; 11edera, (Ivy) 41S; Acer (Mapce)
516; L.aîii' (Larcli) from 263 to 576; Castaina
(Chiest-wt) ttom 360 le 626; Citrus (Lernon,"
Orange, &e.) fromi 400,' 509, lu 640 ; 1'latantis
(Planie) 7:20 ; Cedrus (Cedair) frnom 200 to 800 ;
Juglans (Walnut) 900; Tila (Lime) fromn 364
le 1076; Abies (Spnucc) 1-200; Quercus (Oak)
fromn GOOto 1600; Olea (Olive) frein 700 te 2000;
Ta-Ius (Yew%) from 1214 to 2850O; Sehubertia
(Tloxndinim> from 3000 to 4000; Leguninoso-e
frora 1205 to 4704; Adansonia (Baobab) 6000;
Dracoena (Dragoni Troc) 6000.

The ages some trocs have attained are even
Veyconsiderably greater ilaii tituse, and some

iour own oountir y rnay hav-e existed fromn 1000
te 2000 yoars. Pauisaniias tuie istirian who floui-
rished about lte middle of the second century,
mentions a plarie tree of extraordinary size and
beauty in Arcadia, snpposed in have been planted
byi1'Ienehaus, the hnustand of Helen, which woulc
nie 1lie age of th e t ree about 1300 years.

Th edate upon wlvh:h Moqii i-Tanklon fou nd.; bis
calculatins arc two; anciare thus given in Il The
Garjencr's M1agazine of .botaiy," &c., for hast
inonth, viz., " first frona historîcai data, and se-
conidfrom counitin thie zones."- Thius, he colos-
sal Dragon tree oOratava is Icnowvn to have ex-
isted, ii almos ils prese!îl condition, iii 1402; and
compariïg it wttli thte youliger trees in ils neigh .
bourhood, ils vasl aire is inferred. The yew
trecs at Foluntains Abliey in Yorkshire,are knoîvn
Io have sheltered the Mýonkhs wvhilst the Abbey
wvas building. The .Abbcy is niow in ruins, but
the trocs relalît their vigour . the lowest agre that
cani bo assigned 1them is tiwelve cenlni les ; they
are probably much mnore. But wvhere trees have
been out dowvn, the mrI îod of counling the zo-
nes lias been Iîad recourse te. Thiere is no difli-
culty ini thi.s, whien the trec is sounid; but ini many
instances,, the older trees are the more likehy to
be decayed lnaIlle centre. The plan thiezi ado t

led is, to take a squaire inch, coulit ihe zones in il,
xnulti hy this number by Ille nuinbur of juches
from Sice bark to lte pi, whiclh -willthen givethe
wvhole nuniber of zones, and Ille age of the tree.
The number, bowever, its obtainied, cau only
bc loohed %i)nas -approximatzouis.-to Ille trulli,
seeinig titatt te voiles of %weod vary very mueoh ut
îhlicknes, nal ouhy one -w'ith Ilte other, but tu
y-arts of the sçanie ringl=.

Size is ne indication of te age of a trc, as va.rions species grow at vrery derent rates, ai,'
the saine spccies unjdur- dilliereit, ciroumslatices,

ITlie foilowiii-table bhows the iffoz eut rates, ai
Ist Year. 2(l 'Year. 3d«Yeitr
Ft Ili. Pt. lit. Ft. lit.

O.tlc. circumférance,.. 0O 1 O IIý i <Q.1
L rc............... I i I 3 i 4U.......... ....... 2 74 2 9 2 1l

LI.tmirdy Pofflnr, ... 1 2 0 2 :q
1.it....................i 4 iý 1 10 2 O

Sonie trees atlain an enormous size by tlîcir
rapid growth. Species of'Eucal yptus have been
tnecasuredl that reaclied a, heig lt of 250 feet, andi
m-easurcd 70 féet round ilheir trmik.

lThe death of trees does net appear te arise froni
an)- nalurai period beinng assigned le the exis-
tence of tiîir living tissues, or reproductive po-w.
ors, "& as cenjectureci by the late Thos. And.
ICniglîîi."1 Wlien the tissues of a troc are very
ohi tliey loase tlieir vitality, especiaily iii the.
centre of Ille îruniks of te lices; and bein,; ex-
posed to lte almosphiere, or moisture, tIheyrea.
dilydecay. Tiel process of new growth issome-
limnes more rapid than Ihis decay, and thios trecs

~:ist witli enormrous cavilies lu iheir interier.
The lime, h;owever, eûmes sooner etr later, %vhiei

a separauion tlkes place between the rmots andi
branîches, and theni the tree ceases to esisl, al-
ilhough thc tissue thiat lias been conveyed away
front C it, in tue formi of slips and grafîs, may still
continue to ilourisli. The number of zones in
li-ces îvill piobably give a tolerable approximna-
lion te the ycars of growth iii teniperatcclimates;
but eveit here, tivo nîay be formed, in co year,
if any greal check of te growtlî suddcnly occurs
during h,-tie summer. Iii tropical elimates lte ini.
dicalion is far more dou)tbiful ; Adanson's compu-
talioni, madle in titis îvay, carpied the age cf the
I3aobab's te froin 5000 tot 6000 years.

AN OLD SCOTCHI GAIWENER'S VISIT TO
A LONDON ASPARIAGUS GAR~DEN.

I calèd upil Mr Grayson, garilener, Mort-
halce, ia Jun hast, in order te sec bis asparagus
gcrounids. Hie is reputed (and justhy I think) te
be lle ]argcsl anîd be.bî grower ia Enghand hie
bas upwards of 50 acres under this crop-a
bondie cf il containing 150 buds,? weighing 37

ib.,was sorne years ago sent te Buekinglianm
Pahace,enthie ihJune. Irmade senteinquiries
as to the manag ement cf il, an d ivas informed that
lie prepared tCue grourîd Nvell by hcauvy duncinoe
&c., beforo planting il; but afier ibis notî1inx
fardlier was clne, unhless îhrSw'ing clown the rid -
ges ii hIe fai, azîd putting theni up agaîn earhy
in Spring. Semne parts baci been upwvards oi 20
years down, andi here Ilte ridges stood highest;
the reason for titis, I was told, wvas that the Ion-
ger it steod lte more soul it requires put uponl il,
aîs the rools had a great tendeuoy 1o draw upi-
wards. 1 said I tliought il ihdt do with mnuchi
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