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NATURAL HISTORY.

From the Youth’s Magazine.
BATTLE OF A SPIDER AND WASDL,

Mr, Brainerd : Permit me to relate a
recounter, Wwhich X saw take place the other
day, between o Spider and 2 Wasp,

{u the window of a large school room,

here I had charge at the time, the spider
had fixed his habitation, and his ret for the
‘purpose of ensnaving insects, and whatever
else might crme that way, upon which he is
wont to feed. The wasp had been buzzing
about the svindow for some time, when, by
sume riischonee, it was caught in the meshes
of (ke spider’s web, set for that purpose.
Secing it become entangled, I repaired to
the place to observe what might follow.
Inimediately the spider leaped npon it, and
-{benfollowed the most furious conflict 1 ever
witnessbd. After the contest had lasted for
a short time, the wasp succeeded in applying
{ls sting to the body of the spider, upon
which he quickly relaxed his hold, and ve-
treated to some distance. Seeing the wasp
was likely to disengage ite.df, the spider,
| -with great caution and sagacity, returned to
-prevent ils escape; but not to remew the
combat. .Adjusting the webin such a man-
neras mest effectually to entangle the wasp,
Jbe-dpproached it.—When - ifficiently near
he reaclied “out one of his claws and twok
Told of o g of the +wasp, endeavoring to
draw'it overand approach itsback ; but the
wasp, struggling vigorously, prevented its
wily adversary from carrying his point, and
nearly ssucceeded in -giving him 2uvother
sting. Upon this, the spider again hastily
wetired, and changed his-mode of attack
Be-came so near, that.by. o {ong veach he
tsokhold of one ofthe wasp s feet, and for-
¢ibly drew it aw=y % suth a distance that
the wasp could not molest him. Finding

]

tho wasp’s foot & number of times, and onco
woré retreated, ‘This,«he veturned and -did

bis distanceand-his hold botb secure, he bit|

saveral times, until the energies of the wasp
were entirely pacalyzed. ..

While the wesp was thus expiring, there
issued from some part of his head, (1 could
not exactly deternine from what precise
part,) a drop of clear, transparent wmatter,
very much resembling a tear, or dew drop of
a summer's morning. This seemed to be
forced from it by excruciating pain ; evident
symptoms of which it exhibited from the
mowment the spider first bit its foot, until it
was nearly lifeless, being a period of about
two minutes. Upon this excrescene, the
spider, when he found his prey to be per-
fectly harmless, fed with much appurent
satisfaction.

"There was another circumstance took
place, which, nsit goes to show the recollec-
tion and singular cunosity of the spuler, 1
canunot forbear to mention.—Vhen the wasp
was fully dead, as I ascertained to be the
fact myself, by applying the point of my kufe
to its body. and the spider had satisfied the
cravings of hunger, as above mentioned, be
got ot the back of the wasp, and approach-
ed the sting, and where, with.onc ‘of his
paws, he felt the point of the sting with as
much circumspection as one of your young
readers would feel of the sting of a bee.

Lhus, sir, T have given you a succinet ac-
count of this battle of a wasp and spider,
and its results, precisely as it took place,
without any garnish orexaggeration. 1 have
detailed the facts, and leave it with you,
orany one that may choose to doso, to
make remarks, and draw inferences.

Neayr Dayton, Ohio, May 6, 1836.

BIOGRAPHY.

WILLIAM THE SECOND.

The memory of William, surnamed Rufus;
from his red hair and forid complexion, is
transmitted to us with little advantage by
the churchmen, whom he had offended ; and
though we may suspect that their account of
his vices i3 somewhat-exaggerated, his con-
duct affords little reason for contradicting
the character they have assigned him, or
for attributing to him any very estimable
qualities. .

He seems to have been a violent and tyr

rannical privee ; a perfidious, encroaching,
and dangerous neighbour ; an unkind and
ungenerous relation. He was equally pro-
digal aud rapacious in the mauvagement o'

the treasury; aud if he possessed abilities,
he loy-so mauch under ‘the "goverament. of -

impetuous pussions, that he made httle use
of them in his administration : and he -
dulged without reserve that domineermg
policy which suited his temper ; and which,
it supported, as it was in him, with courage
and vigour, proves often more successful in
disorderly times, than the decpest foresight
and most refined artifice.

‘The monuments wiich remain of this
privce in Hugland are the ‘Tower, West-
minister- Hall, and London Bridge, which
fie buitt, William Rufus died August 2,
1190, aged 40. Hume.

REMARKABLE PRESERV:\T!O.\' OFAMOT Hﬁi
AND INFANT.

The village of Roanoke, about 50 miles from
Colunbus, Goorgia, was recently totally destroyed by
tho Creck Indians. A\ correspondent of 1ho Portland
Courier gives tho follo. ing paruculars of a most ¥ro-
«idential escape at that ume :—

At the time of the assault, there were in the
village from 70 to 80 wnersous, who were
taken eutirely by surprise, not being in the
least apprehensive of an attack, The
Indians, ns is almost always their custom,
entered the village jus€ before day with fosges
amounting to more than 300 warriars, They
dispersed through the village, pusting them- -
selves at the doorsand windows of each house
in such & way as to make their work of des-
truction sure the moment the inmates came
into the open air, As might be expected,
where there was such a disparity in sumbers,
and the stronger party being so advantage-
vusly dicposed of, the savages were but too
successful.. The village was taken—every
house was burnt—twelve persons were left
dead, and fifteen were missing some two ~r
three days afterthe attack..

At one Rouse there were lodgod @ gentle-
man, his wife, and two boarders, one of
whom is, 8 Georgian by birth, the othera.
northern merchant, for sume time a resident
of the village. 1Vhen the alarm was made,
the host, though entrested to pause, ran to
the door, and was instantly shot down by
the savages. The other Georgian had es-
caped from the house, and was hastening-to
the forestwith which the village iscnviroped,
when he also wasfired upon—the ball passing
through his t,hi%h between the muscles and
bone. Severely wounded as he was, be-
continued bis course, and succeeded inmak-
ing his cscape. His companion; (the
northern merchaut) was about to follow,
when he recollected that his hostess, whose
lifeless husband was then weltering in, his
binod which had beei shed at his own thres-



