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Pearing on the list publisbed by the overseers cf
clamants te votes iu the township cf Manchester,
Iras duly objected te by Matthew Chadwick, a
P)erson on the list cf voters for the said parlia-
ZQentary borough.

The naine cf the said 'Mary Abbott appeared
Ilpon the liât cf claimants in the following man-
lier :

.&bbott, Matry 51, Edward-st. flouse 51, Edward-st.

It was admitted that the said Mary Abbott
Was a woman cf the age cf tweuty-one years3 and
liflmarried, and that she had for twelve months
previously te the last day cf July, 1868, occu-
Pied a dweiling-house stated in the said laim
With the said dlaim 'within the said township for
Sucb occupation, and that she bad paid the rates
fer the relief cf the poor assessed in respect cf
Sucb dweiling-house before the 2Oth day cf July
last, and in other respects had complied with
the requirements cf the Registration Acts.

On behaif cf the claimant it was contended
that under the existing statutes the claimant was
duly qualified and eutitled te be registered as a
Voter and 'when registered te vote iu the electicu
cf a member of Parliament, aud that women for
thè purpose cf being registered electors and
veting in elections for merebers cf Parliament
are net subject te any legal incapacity.

It was maintained, ou the part cf the objecters,
that lunder the existing statutes the claimant
Was disqualified on account cf ber sex.

The revising barrister heid that Mary Abbctt,

"eing a woman, was net entitled te be placed ou
the register, and ber naine was erased frein the
Baid list cf laimants.

There were aise struck eut cf the liet the namnes
Of 5,846 whose naines and qualifications are set
forth in the schedule, and as the validity cf their
Claims depends on the saine peint cf iaw as that
laised in the case cf Mary Abbott the appeals
*ere consoiidated.

If the Court shall be cf opinion that the said
i!ary Abbott is net entitled te have ber naine
iuSerted in the list cf voters for the said berengh
Of ?vManchester then such naines. and the naines
l1eferred te and set forth in the schedule above
lnentioned will remain erased ; but if the Court
Saal be cf opinion that the said Mary Abbott is
qlititled te have ber naine inserted in the said liât
of voters then ber naine and the said namnes re-

ered te and set forth in the schedule are te be
"OFtOred.

The foilowing are the appeilaut'is peints for

I.That there is ne disability ut the coinion

prvne ri oigi h lcincWereb.y a feme sole otherwise duly qualified

t lenber or ineinbers cf Parliament.
2. That the Representatien cf the People Act,

1867, section 3 cenfers the right te be registered,
%44 when registered te vote for a member or
llieInbere te serve in Parliameut for a bcrough,
'Or' ever>v man who ia qualified as lu Buch section

raentienedj.
That in the 13 & 14 Via. o. 21 (Lord Roinilly's

4ti sdeclared by section 4, ' that in ail
bt' odee' iinperting the masculine gender shaîl

bedeldaud taken te include females unless
tiLe Cotrary is expressly provided.' That the

werds 1 every man ' denete the masculine gender,
and that in the Representaticu cf the People
Act, 1867, the ccntrary is net expressly provided.
Therefore, the words include ' every woman'
and that a feme sole dnly qalified according te
the provisions cf the said iast xnentioned Act is
entitled te be registered, and when registered te
vote for inembers cf Parliament.

Coleridge, Q. C., (Dr. Pankkurst with hum),
for the appellant.-My main argument is this-
women have this right at the common law, they
have iu ancieut turnes exercised it, and ne statute
bas ever taken it awuy. This is iny main argu-
ment, and I shall enter upon it at once, though.
cf course, I aise reiy upon the construction cf
the Word ",mRDn" in the Representation cf the
People Act, 1867. I shahl, however, make that
point hast. New, as te the position that at coin-
mon law wcmen have this right, and bave in
ancielit times exercised it, the argument as te
sex cannet be local ; if, therefore, I can satisfy
yeur Lcrdships that in counties the rigbt was
anciently excrcised by wcmen, that argument
wil1 avail for the present case, tbougb it is the
case cf a borougb. The first statute affecting the
franchise in counties i'i 7 Hen. 4, c. 15. The
words are, "6 Frein benceforth the elections cf
such knights shaîl be made lu tbe forn s follow-
etb:- (that is te say) at the next ccunty te be
holden after the delivery cf the writ cf the Par-
uinent, proclamation shall be made iu the full
county of the day and place cf the Parliament,
and that ail they that be there present, as well
suitors duly summoned for the saine cause as
other. shail attend te the election cf the knights
for the Parliament, and then iu the full county
they shail proceed te the election freely and in-
differently, notwithstanding any request or coin-
mandmueut te the ccntrary ; and after tixat they
be chosen, the naines cf the persons se. chesen
(be.they present or absent) shaîl be written iu
an indenture under the seals cf ail them that did
choose thein, sud tacked te the saine writ cf tbe
Parliainent, whicb indenture se sealed and tack-
ed shahl be bolden for the aberiff's returu cf the
said writ, touching tbe kuiglits cf tbe sbires."~

Now, here the suitors are those wbo are te have
the franchise, and why net female suiters as Weil
as maie suiters ? ln 1 Heu. 5, c. 1, again, the
words uaed are large encugh te inchude both
sexes. aud I shail show as a matter cf evidence,
that wemen did lu fact exercise the franchise.
Now the elections for ceunties were behd iu the
~cunty court: 1 BI. 178. Wbat was this ceunty
court? It was a court 'where the freeholders
were judges: 1 Reeves, 47. [BOVILL, C. J.-
Iu Saxon turnes there is ne mention of anytbing
lu tbeir Parliaments except cf wise men.1 1 ein
net speaking cf the Witenagemote, but cf the
county Court, te wbicb clearly women as well as
men must bave been suitors, and it was lu these
ceunty courts tbat the elections for the knighta cf
sbires were held. Nov I cntend that iti18formny
learfied oppenents te show that the ceunty court
held for the ehection of the knigbts cf sbires was
differeut, from the crdin'ary ceunty court 'which
tried causes. If the statute cf MIarlbridge, .52
Heu. 8, c. 10, be referred te. it wilh ho seen tbat
woen attended the county court ou some occa-
sions, for the foilowiug passage la te excuse the
attendance cf nuns ou certain occasions, namely,
when members cf Parliament were te be elected:
IlDe turnis vicecomitum. provisuin est, ut necesse
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