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case a specified sumn of money therefor, under pain, in default, of
penalty and imprisonment.

In determining this question, it is not for us te censider
'vhether the legisiatien in question is wise or unwise, nocossary
or unnecessary, reasenable or oppressive. These are questions
foi' the legisiator and the taxpayer, which do net fait within the
demain of legal enquiry.

That Parliament is stinreme is a common saying; but it bas
refèence te countries where theî'e is but one partiament. In
Cariada' we have a division of legrisiati vo power between the
Federal or Dominion Parliamont, and the Legisiatures of the
soveral provincos. Eaci eor thoie hI.w-mi:tiiiigr bodies is supreme
within its own jurisdiction, and when the enquiry arises as te,
whether any piece of leg-isiatioit bas beon competently enacted
or not, the first queitien is whether thie principal subject matter
and p'pose eof the act fai within the jurisdiction eof the enacting
body.

Parliament or the legrisiature is therefore eniy supreme in
Canada whon the subjeet and objects eof its enactment fait within
its own jurisdictien.

There are some subjeets in respect of which. the Parliament cf
Canada andi the Legisiatures cf the provinces have concurrent
power; but it is net nocessary te considor these at prose ut.

Our' statutory constitution is the British North Amei'ica Act ef
1867, onacted by the Impei'ial Paî'Iiament, and declai'ed in the
proaînble te be " a constitution similar in principle to that of' the
United Kingrdom." In tî'uth, our constitution being fed oral in
principlo, and net legisiative like that cf Great Britain and
Iroland, is entii'ely di,,simitair in respect cf legisiation te that eof
Great Britain, se much se that Mr'. Diccy, in his celebi'ated work
on 1'The Law cf the Constitution," has characterized tho pî'ofato-
ry statement in the preamble et' the British North Amorica Act
as an instance of "offcial mendacity."

Oui' constitution resembles that of Great Britain more in tho
unwritten Iaw cf the constitution than in its statutory enact-
monts.

By sections 91 and 92 et' the British North America Act, called
for convenienco the Conféeîation Act, a distribution eof legisiative
powers 18 made between the Paî'1iamnent et' Canada and the
Legisilatures of the provinces.
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