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the review of another yenr, again to, present to, yen the record of extension
and prosperity. Although the past ivintor,,-during, which season most of
our Branches are viied- -is been one of unusual severity, inilitating
against theoeperatiens of our Agents and colporteurs, yet the resuits have
been fully -qual to our anîticipations.

Our. FIELD.-Thle field of our operations includes most of our own Province,
and lins extended during the past year to Thunder Bay and Byngy Inlet,
Upper Lakes ; while inany villages and settienienits in tÈe Prvncfot
heretoforo enlisted iii the cause of Bible distribution, have been visited
by our Agents, and newv Branches organised. The number of Branches
recently establishied is 17, making a total of 428. Among thern we have
special pleasure in including a Society or «Branehi at Victoria, Vancouver
Island) and another at New Westminster, lBritish Columnbia. An interesting
publie meeting iii cornectioiî witlî the latter wvas recently hield, a condensed
report of wvhich lias appeared in the Bible .Society Rcorder. Sixty
dollars ivere renîitted froam this Brandi te be applied in equal proportions
to the ?a-re.,.t Society and to, the Upper Canada Bible Society. You will
leara that a liberal grantis, this year also, recomni nded te aid in colportage
labours in these more distant sections. And we are happy te inforni yen
that througi the liberality extended luit year, a colporteur, te distrï'oute
Bibles and Testaments, lias beeni engaged ini the new and interesting Province
of Manitoba. In view cf a siiiiilar agency being employud in Britislî Oolum-
bia, correspondence lias already been conimenceci.

AoENcy.-Thie B3oard. have unabated satisfaction in recording their testi-
mony as te, the efliciency of the gentlemen enga-ed in tlîis ardueus and
responsible work, and as te the success of tbeir labours during the year just
closed. Notithstanding the unusual severity cf last winter-during wliieh
period of eacli year much, perhaps tee mueli, of th- visitation lias te be
undertaken-they have with commendable fidelity accouiplishied the dîîity to
which tlîey becaine pIedged. Thli system cf a Provisional Agency lias now
pas..ed throughl ifs third year of trial. In ne otlier country bias this plan
beun tried. It is eue rcquiriug mucli wisdoir. ini the seleetion, and nincli
prudence in ils developmuent. Your Board have iie reason te regret its
adoption. They stili consider it xo possess peenliar adaptation, espeeially
for a country likie ours. It possesses advantages which the permanent
systemn could net ftirnishi,-stichi as greater variety, a more thoroughi visita-
tion of each district, anîd a gvreater f acihity for <rgiuising new, and for
resuseitating. 01(l Branches. The actli:d expenses are less, ini view cf the
aggregate numuber cf Branches visilled anid work donce by cach, wvhile the
supervision is more thoroughi, as the agnsundertake the visitation of a niiih
more liimited field than that whiehi heretofore necessarily had te be assigned
the permanent agents. Whiie the amni cf thc B3oard Ias been te p)rocu(re the
services, for short perieds, cf tiiose wlîo pessessed adaptation ani ability,
tegyether with an iuiterest in thc work, tlîey have endeaiv,)ired te get a repre-


