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vast resources of the lake isat a stand still, owing
ta there heing no direct steamboat connectian
Nvitb an established market, that this want
haq lost Manitoba at least $ioo,ooo a year for
die last 10 years & that the City of XWinnipeg
should iîîsist on the navigation of the Red
River between Winnipeg & Lake Winnipeg
heing iimproveJ without hîrther delav. At-
tentionî is also called ta the total absence of
Governmiient protection for miariniers on Lake

inpewtîich lias been traversed bv Can-
adian ,steamners for mnore thanl 20 vears. There
s no Govertinment chart of the lake, & very

fewv liglbts or safeguards, & practically no
maoney lias beeti expended on wharves or
landing places except at Giînli, wvhere boats
seldamn have occasion ta call.

Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Co.

The N1ontreal-Qu;?bec boats ceased running
NOV. 2j.

ILt is expected that the construction of the
Ca. 's hotel at Murray Bay, Que., will be gone
on with during the winter.

t is said the annual statement will showv a
large increase this year, the earnings being
about $96o,ooo, against $728,oo in 1898.
Mucb of the increase is credited ta the im-
provernent in tlhe service by the addition of
the str. Toronto.

No tenders wore sent iii recentlv for the
ferry service between Montreal & St. Heleus
Island, but the Ca. rote saying it wvas willing
ta continue ta aperate the ferry on practicallv
thie saine ternis as the last agreemient, rînder
whicb notbing was jaid ta the Cit%-. The con-
ditions laid down by the City were unaccept-
able ta this Ca. & everyone else.

Milloy & Co.'s lease (if \onge st. whlarf,
Toronto, having expired, the R. & O. N. Ca.
lias leased it for 3 years. The Niagara Navi-
gation Ca., Lakeside Navigation Ca., Toronto
Ferry Ca., & other owners of vessels using
the wharf beretofore wilI cantinure ta do sa.
Anather pier is ta be built froni Scott st., 300
ft. long, ta acconîmodate the str. Toronto.

Ontario & the Gireat Lakes.

The str. Maple Leaf was badly damaged iin
a coflision with the str. Van Horne on the
Lake of the Waods recentlv.

Tenders hiave been invited by the Dominion
Department of Public Works for the exten-
sion af tlhe breakwater aI l'art Elgin, Ont.

The C.P.R. Upper Lakes steamships are
laid up at Owen Sound for the w inter. The
strs. Rasedale & Algonquin are also wintering
tlîere.

The Rideau Canal locks closed for the sea-
son Nov. 30. The U.S. Canal at Sauit Ste.
Marie closed Dec. ii, tlhe Canadian Canal e-
maining open util Dec. 20.

The slip dock at Erieau, Ont., having been
completed, the Lake Erie & Detroit River
Railway Ca. 's large car ferry Shenango is
calling there ta land & take on passengers ta
& from points iii Ohio.

Thie Mvles Transportation Ca., Ltd., has
been inco rporated ta carry on a navigation &
transportation business on the lakes. The
provisional directors are: R. & J. T. WVil-
liamson, Niagara Falls, N.Y. ; C. J. Mvles, R.
O. NlacKay & Mrs. E. Dillon, Hamilton, Ont.

The str. Niagara, of St. Cathamines, owned
by J. & J. T. Mathews, Toronto, founidered
Dec. ~ about 8 miles east of Long Poinît,
Lake Erie, Captain McGlary & thie 15 bands
on board being lost. Sie vas built at St.
Catharines in 1875, lengtli 135 ft. 6 mns.,
breadtb 26 ft. 3 mns., depth 12 ft. 2 iris., ton-
niage grass 468, register 302.

The lagest steamer wvich ever arived in
Momtreal intact after passing tbrough the

canaIs, is the Porto Rico, from Toledo, Ohio,
wbîich went thromîgh in Nov. She is 22ý5 ft.
long9 & 33 ft. beaîî, (k has a grass tannage of
1,257, "et 840, & draws light, ia ft. of water.
She wvas botund for New York, ta engage ivi.
passenger service ta tbe islaiîd of Porto Rico.

The Dominion Ninister of Public Works
bas before himi plans, for the improvements to
be made at l'art Coîborne, sanctioned by Par-
liament last session. t is said a breakiwater
wvill first be built alang with a few wvbarves
suitable for thme transfer of cargoes. An at-
tempt will be made ta get the work under
way soan. 'llie appropriation available is
$1 20,000.

The schooner W~ave Crest, owned by J. J.
Turner, of Peterbara', &k chartered by the
Toronto Electric Liglbt Ca. ta carry coal fron4
Charlotte ta Toronto, when abreast of Tbirty-
Mile Paint Dec. 7, encauntered a heavy nar-
tbern squall, & %vent ashore at Oak Orchard
on the soîith side af the lake. A tug fr-omi
Kingston was unable ta get ta lier assistance
atving ta rouglb weather.

The str. Imperial, running between Wind-
sor, Anîbemstburg & PelIsland, & owvned
by the Kingsville & Pelee Island Navigation
Co., caught fire NOV. 2.5, wbile lying at Ani-
lierstburg dock. The uipper cabin %vas the
onllv loss sustained by ire, but the cargo of
potatoes & fish 'vas partly destroved by
wvater. Insurance, $7,500 on boat. S9hippers
lose the damaged cargo.

Tbe str. Constance, owned by Homer &
Ca., Gravenhurst, whicli runs on the MmîItskoka
Lakes, is baving 16 ft. added amidships. The
bigh pressure 3o b.1,. engine & boiler are
being replaced with a fore & aft compouind
candensing engine & boiler of 15o b.p. %Vben
altered she '.ill bave a speed of 12ý miles.
Slie was built ut Gravenhurst inî1898, lier
present dimiensionîs being : length, 6,5 ft.;
breadth, 13 fi.; deptb, 5 ft. ; grass tonnage,
42.

Thle Niagara Navigation Ca. 's animal mneet-
imîg was beld iii Toronto Dec. 12. 'l'lie Man-
ager's repart for the past year was approved,
dîrectors were elected & a resolutioîî was mn-
animously adopted expressing synîpathy witb
Sir Frank Smîith iin bis long illness. The offic-
ers notv are : President, Sir Frank Snitb
Vice-President, B. Cumberland ; Manager,
Jno. Foy; Auditor, R. H. McB3ride ; other
directars, J. J. Foy, E. B. OsIer, W. Heiidtriel.

Thîe Hamilton Steanîbiat Ca. s report.
presented at the recelît anîmual meeting show-
ed that the past seasan was onîe of the most
prosperorîs in the bistory of the Ca. The
directors were re-elected, as follows : Presi-
dent & Managiîîg Director, M. A. Kerr; Vice-
President, M. Legatt; I)irectors, G. E. Tuc-
kett, F. W. Fearmaiî, G. F. Tuckett, S. Jones
& H. B. Witton ; Manager, W~. E. Bisbap.
The sharehalders unanimously decided that iii
cansideration af the very successful seasan
Managing Director Kerr take a trip ta Europe
at the expense of the Ca. in consideration of
bis valuable services.

The Rideau Navigation Co. is seeking in-
corporation witb $îoo,ooo capital. Lt is said
the C. P. & New York Central Rys. are inter-
ested, & tbat Capt. Noonan will be nmanager.
thîe str. James Swift, wvich be naw conmnands
on the Kingston-Ottawa route, ta be taken
over by the new Ca., alsa the steamer now
being built at Kinîgston, & which is intended ta
make tri-weekly trips between Clayton, N.Y.,
& Ottawa. She will be Il12 ft. long, 28 ft.
beam, 7 fi. deep. The upper cabins will oc-
cupy a space of 84 fi. in length, with 32 state
roonîs. The jengine %vill be triple expansion,
8h" 13" 2C" by 14" stroke ; watem tube boiler 8
ft. wide, 9 ft. long, 8ý, fi. beight, with 42 ft.
grate surface & 1,400 ft. beating surface,
steam pressure 200 lbs., b. p.- 500, speed of
piston, 6oo, speed of boat 12J ta 13 miles,
draft 4 ft. 9 iris., cast $20,000.

St. Lawrence canal construction, wliich was,
carried on to a comsiderable extent last %vin-
ter ini pursmaîce of tîe îbolicv (if liaving the

Y4f.sSSCi fnvigatiail readv for 1899,
will be pracî ically at a stamîdstill this wlinter.
Sucli work as reinaîlîs ta be dorme ami the eii-
largenielîts betwveen Prescott & Mamtreal
cannat be donc duritig winter. Lt camsists
niainly of finishimîg up cont racts. Sanie ork
will be done befare spring, liowever, upan the
Trent Valley canal, several sectians of wvbicb
are utîder comtract. Tenders bave beetî
asked f'or about 9 miles between Trenton &
Frankford. Honi. J. R. Stratton announced
at the recent aînmal meeting of the Petembor--
Trent WVaterways Association, on the amthor-
ity of the Dominîion Government, that it was
intended ta comnplete the balance of the sec-
tion between Balsani Lake & Lake Sinicae,
whicb would require about $900,aao, & that
prior ta last session the Governmeîit had
concluded ta canstrnlet itb reasonable de-
spatcb the section frani Peterbaro ta Lake
Ontario.

The ratepayers of Callingwood have aliiost
unanimously vated a bonus of $5o,ooo ta tbe
Dry Dock & Steel Sbip Buildinîg Ca., of Col-
limgwood, Ltd., whicb is ta take aver the busi-
ness of the Collimgwoad Dry Dock & Wreck-
ng Ca. The principal slîareboldcms of the aId

camipamiy, T. & J. J. Lonîg, C. Canieran & P.
M. Camîpbell, are also iii tbe îewv company &
bave associated with thern Capt. Alex. M'%c-
Daugaîl, of WXest Stîperior, Mimîm., well knownv
i cannection witb whîaleback constructionî.
Under the ternis of tlîe by-lawv tle Ca. agrees
ta establisb a fist-cîass steel sliip buildinîg
yard at Collingwood witb plant & nîacbinery
capable of constrctiîg at Onie tinme 4 Of thie
largest class of steel vessels requimed in tîme
niavigation of the uipper lakes, ta Inailîtain &
aperate tlîe sanie for 30 years & ta iivest at
least $100000o in the establisbment of the in-
dustry. Haîf of the $,ja,ooo bontis is ta be
paid %%lieni tlîe naclîimery is an the gmoumîd
readv ta aperate & tlîe balance wlmen tlîe keel
Of the fimst steel steanier is laid. The towii
grants the free uise af thîe Huroîitaria st. slip
for lautîcbing & for a dry dock wben nlîces-
sarv. Lt is said a large portioni of tlîe planît
wvili be in place by the end of Feb. & the
whale by tîxe end of May, & Iliat the Ca. will
stamt vork at onîce aoi a large steel freiglîter for
the Notheri Navigationî Ca., & on a passen-
rger steamer for Rrown's WVimdsor & Sault line.

Durimîg the' seasomi of mnavigationî recemitlv
closed 42 vessels passed out of existenice.
Their total tonniage wvas 8

,iî9s, & lbey were
wortb $226,200. Last year 58 vessels, with
an aggmegate tonnage of 29,194 tais & worth
îîearly $500,000, were lost. Ships are now
bumilding at lake yards ta carry aver 100,0o
tomis iti a single trip, & casting over $S,ooo,-
ooa. There were 569 lasses aIl told ami the
lake i 1898 & 386 this year, divided as fol-
lowvs :-Asliore, 168 ; fouîîdemed, 15; bumned,
28 ; 'aterîogged, imj; dismasted, 4 ; dis-
abled, 81 ; ice, i ; collision, 73 ; capsized, i.
Lake Erie wvas the scenc of the mast lasses,
92; Lake Mlichigan, 61 Lake Ontario, la;
Green Bay, 9; Lake Huron, 43 Detroit &
St. Clair Rivers, 69; Soo River, 49; Georgiati
Bay, 2 ; elland Canal, i. Nearly 40% of all
these lasses was caused by disasters in the
narrow cannecting lakie channels, sucb as tlîe
Detroit River & the Sauît passages. Chief
amang thîe causes was avercmowding, with
strandings & collisions esultimîg. Many ves-
selmen are of the opinuion that as vessels have
been inceasing in size until they are taa big
for the watemways, there must be larger &
deeper charnels provided, particularly at tîhe
Sauît, wliere the two blockades carîsed mare
loss than any direct disaster shipping ever ex-
perienced. Sucb accidents are always liable
ta accur, & Lake Supemior shipping interests
will neyer be safe until another channel is eut
ta avaid the danger.
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