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DUTY OF PATRONS.

Patrons should ¢“ in honour prefer one another,”
for that is the only sure way of getting others to
honour us.  We must stand up for our principles
and likewise, in so far as we may bo able, stand
up for those who have cast in their lot with us.
Every individual who joins the Grange has a right
to expect. this and should be satisfied with noth-
ing less. Nor is there anything wrong or im-
proper in such conduct ; no one is injured by it ;
no one is harmed in his pursuit, 2ud no one has
any right to utter a single word or complaint, for
this is precicely what all other classes practise.
Besides, by this course we strengthen the Order
and cement the ties that bind us in unity. We
are animated by & common purpose, impelled by
a common motive, and anticipate, if faithful, a
common good. There must be unity of action to
secure success, and there can be no unity of
action unless there is identity of purpose, and
there can be no identity of purpose unless thero
i8 absolute confidence, and confidence is weak-
ened unless we honour one another, for in so
doing we honour the entire brotherhood and con-
struct & bulwark of defence that will successfully
redist all the cfforts of our enemies and enable
us {o attain the full fruition of all our bright and
Jjoyful anticipations.

THE GRANGE AN EDUCATOR,

Patrons should bear in mind, says the Juurnal
of Agriculture, that the great purpose of the
Grange is *hat of an educator. Grange meetings,
therefore, are school sessions, whero something
useful should be taught or learned. To securc
this end in the highest degree there should be no
idle talk, no speaking for the sake of being heard.
Every utterance during the meetings should have
a useful purpose in view, and those who cannot
talk coherently and to the point should rather be
attentive, patient listeners, that they may learn off
the others. To forward the work of instruction
and also of entertainment, some useful subject
should be chosen at cach meeting for consider-
ation at the next, and it should be enjoined upon
every member, old and young, malc and female,
that each should bear the chosen subject in mind
daring the intervals between meetings, read
about it if practicable, talk abrut it on all scason
able occasions, and think about it always, in the
field, on the farm, in the household - everywhere.
No better, worthier, bigher, more useful and ex-
alted thougl:te have ever been evolved from human
minds than such as come up behind the plough
in the workshop, io the kitchen, the nursery,
the parlour, on the wayside, attending the ordi-
nary duties of life.  Such should be the policy in
the Grange, the practice everywhere. 1t is from
the habit of thinking, not the purposed labour of
thinking, that great learning is acquired and

introduce someo useful topic in overy Grange
meoting, make it a duty to think of that subject,
and thus develop tho habit of thinking, from
whence wolls up wisdom ?

THE PRESS AND THE GRANGE.

An American oxchange contains the following :

*'Wo obsorve that the most earnest Patrons are
ardent readers of Grange periodicals, and expori-
cnce and observation justify the remark that no
Grango lapses into a comatose condition whose
members recoive the weekly visitations of one or
more periodicals devoted to tho interests of the
Order. We learn from this that one of the best
ways of promoting advancement is by the wide
dissemination of a litorature adapted to the wants
of Patrons. Of course the printed page should be
supplemented by personal appeal, and when these
two agencies are combined, success is also certain
to follow. The absence of an influence that will
quicken the activities and guide the efforts of

those engnged in any cause is sure to bring disas- |

ter. The most potent influence of this character
is the press, wnd we do wisely when we call it
to our assistance. Other societics recognize this
fact and use this power advantageously, and if
we want to keep abreast of the times we must all
do something to widen the circulation of those

periodicals which make our interests objects of | 2

special careand attention. In no other way, nor
by the adoption of any other means, can we ac-
complish this desirable end. Let every carnest
Patron see that his brother takes an official
paper of the Order, and do the utmost to extend
its circulation beyond the bounduries of bhis
Grange, and good results will foilow. "

Wo neced not add that intelligent Patrons
will be doing themselves and the interest they
have at heart good service by helping to eatend
the circulation of Tns Rurar Casaviax.

4 GOOD OMEN,

Should the French and Chinese hurry to ex-
plode all their heavy charges of gunpowder be-
fore spring opens, 8o as to give us an equable at-
mospheric pressure during the coming season,
we may reasonably Liope for another bountiful
harvest in 1885. Tor many years we have not
had snow so evenly distributed over the land, and
not often a greater snow fall which 18 equal to so
much added fortility of the right kind and in the
right place. So far, over the Lake Huron district,
we have bad only one crust and that so purous
that grains and grass have been able to breathe
through it. No heating bas taken placc yet and,
unless we shall have rain or slect followed by
freezing, the wheat will be apt to come out of
winter in good shape. Since the ground was
solidly frozen early in the winter, and has not
thawed up to this dat, Zud of AMarch, the
chances are that, by the timo the snow has partly
melted, the frost will be out of the ground and the
surface settled arcund the roots. The next cir-
cumstance in our favour is that before much snow
fell a few heavy dashes of rain thoroughly wet the
ground, thus ensuring one of the bust conditions
for keeping grain and grass rvots in good healthy
condition. Should apring open up well without
dry cold winds, the harvest of 1885 may help to
contract some of the long faces put on in 1883
and still visible.  Sgzc., Division Grasor 24.

NOTES FROM THE NORTH-WEST.

Mr. Enitor,- - Can you oblige me by letting me
have my Rurat somewhat earlier than last month.
February was nearly out before it arrived. I
valuo if, and as spring is coming, I am anxious to
get overy bit of information I can, although your
writers and correspondents do not know anything
of Manitobe farming. They have yet to learn
like mo. I gain something every mumber. I
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weathor might bo of somo interost to our reading
farmors. So I onocloso a part of Fobruary last.
I only began to book it then although I have
bad a thermometer for yoars.
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PRO. AND COXN.

F.very operation has its advantages and disad-
vantages, advocates and opponents, and the fer-
mentation of manures is no exception to the rule.
Some maintein that it is not only useful but
necessary before it is put in the soil. Where
weed seeds are in the fodder, heating will destroy
them when care is used to get the whole mass
properly warmed and kept in that state foar or
five days. But much care must betaken that the
heat is not too great, or burning will follow; and
that the pile be kept wet, or ammonia will es-
cape and leave the manure of little value.

‘When many noxious weeds are not present, it
will be found the safer plan, in the circumetarces
of the ordivary farmer, to use the manure in its
fresh state, and allow the heating to take place in
the land where the gases liberated by the heating
will have & beneficial effect by their action on the
mineral part of the soil ; as any thing which in
duces chemical action in the land exerls 2 bene
ficial influence in liberating the elements of plant
food that are often locked up in stubborn combi
nations of mineral compounds of lime or flint.
Unfermented manare in soil acts somewhat like
yoast in dough, tends to lighten and produce
commotion in the mass, gives out the same kind
of gas that causes bread to riso which, on clay
soils especially, liberates the potash compounds in
the soil. For a tenant with one or two years'
leasc, green manure will not be so profitable, asits
results will be visible for twice his term of tenure,
and the landlord or incoming tenant would share
the profit. Where quick results are desired fer-
mentation will commend itself; though some loss
should be sustained in the process. Hevuce the
impossibility of applyiog a cast iron rule. What
will suit one ¢ase will not do for the next whenr




