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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

. THE DOMINION LAND ACT.

PULL TRXT OF THE PROPOBED AMENDMENTS,

The following is the full text of the amend-
ments proposed to the Land Aot by Sir John A.
Macdonald ;

The term * pre-emption entry” means the on-
tering on the bobks of s local agent of a prefer-
ential olaim to acquire by purchase, in conneo-
tion with a homestead entry, and on becoming
entitled to a patent for the homestead, of &
quarterofasection of land contiguous to such home-
stead ; and tho term * pre-emption right "' moans
the right of obtaining a patent for such quarter
section on the said conditions on payment of the
price fixed by the Governor in Council at the time
of entry in the olass of lands in which such ‘pro-
emption entry is comprised, in respest of land
subject to pre-emption entry, such payment
being made in the manner and subject to the re-
quirements of the Order in Council fixing the
price.

CRSATION OF A DOMINION (LAKDS BOARD.,

The Governor in Council may appoint an o(‘Q;::r
to be styled ** the Commussioner of Dommnipn
Londs,” and an officer to ba styled * the Inpestor
of Dominion Lands Agensies,” and such officers
shall respectively have the powers not inconsist-
ent with the provisions of this Act, apd perform
the duties that may be from time to time con-
ferred upon and assigned to them by order of the
Governor General in Council ; the Governor in
Council may also establish & “Dominion Lands
Board pto 1nvestigate and sottle all disputed
questions arising out of the duties 1mposed upon
the Commissioner of Dominion Liands and the In-
spector of Dominion Lands Agencies, and all
matters cocnected with the admimstration of the
Dominion lands system in Manitoba and the
North-West Territories; and such Dominion Lands
Boards shall be composed of such persons,and
shall have such powers and authority, not incon-
gistent with this Aoct, and shall perform such
duties as shall from time to time be presoribed
by order of the Governor in Counoil.

THE BIGHT OF PRE-EMPTION.

And if, in connection with the homestead
ontry, the settler has obtained a pre-emption entry
in accordance with the provisions of this Act,
he ghall, on becoming entitled to s patent for
his homestead be also ¢ntitled to a patent for the
land included in such pre-emption entry, on pay-
ment of the price fixed in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Act by the Govenor in Conneil;
but such pre-emption right, if not exercised with-
in gix months after the settler sball have become
entitled to claim a patent under his homestead
entry, shall be forfeited. !

THE PROTECTION OF LOAN COMPANIES.

If an immigrant to whom an advance has been
made, &8 in this clguse provided, and by whom
or for whom & hcmestead entry, or homestead
and pre-emplion entry, has been obtained, forfeits
such entry or entries under the provisions of this
Act, the Minister of the Tnterior mey, in his dis-
cretion, treat the pesson by whom such advance
was made as if he wero the person who had ab-
tained such entry or entries, or as his legal re-
presentative, and s if, up to the time of his being
80 treated, no forfeiture of the ertry had taken
place ; and if, under like circumstances, the im-
nigrant, by or for whom a homestead entry or
bomestead and pre-emption entry has been ob-
tained, has acquired o right to receive s patent
for the 1and forming the subject for such entry or
eniries, and does not apply for the issue of the
same, the person or persons by whom the ad-
vancs was made may obtain such patent in the
name of the person so entitled to obtain} the

same, or of his legal reprosentatives, and there-
upon tho advanco mado shal¥be & statutory mort-
gage on such homestead.

DISCONTINUANCR OF PRE-RMPTIONS.

The privelego of pre-emptlion, in connoeotion
with & homestead entry, may be discontinued by
ordor of the Govenor in Counoil ; such Order in
Counoil shall be published for at least six months
in the Canada Gazette, and shall come into forco
and take effeot on the expiration of six months
from the first publication thereof.

MINING AND MINING LANDS,

It is hereby deolared and enncted that no
grant from tho orown of laudsin freehold or for
any less estato has oporated or will operate as a
conveyance of the gold or silver mines therein,
unless tho same are espressly conveyed in such
grant,

PATENTS,

And every patent for land and every lease and
licenso issued under the provisions of this Aot
shall be prepared in the Department of the Interior
and sball be signed by the Minister of the Interior,
or hisdeputy, or by some other person thersunto
specially authorized by order of the Govenor Gen-
eral in Counoil, and when so signed shall be trans-
mitted to the Becretary of State of Canada, by
whom, or by the Under Secretary of State, the same
shall be countersigned, and the Great Seal of
Canada thereto caused to be affixed : Provided that
every patent for land shall be signed by the
Governor or Deputy Govenor, as hereinbefors pro-
vided.

EXAMINING WITNESSES UNDER OATH.

The Dominion Lands Board, Commissioner of
Domiuion Lands, or Inspector of Dominion Liand
Agencies, and any pereon specially authorized to
that effect by the Govenor in Council shall have
power to summon before him any person by
subpeena issued by him, to examine such person
under oath and to compel the production of
papers and writings hefore him, and—if any per-
son duly summoned neglect or refuse to appearat
the time and plac specxﬁed‘ in the subpona upon
him legally seryed, or refuse o give evidence or
to produce the papers or writings demanded of
him—may by warrant, ander their or his hands or
Land, cause such porsons so neglecting or refus.
ing, to be taken in custody and to be imprisoned
in the nearest common gaol, as for contempt of
court, for a period not exceeding fourtcen days,

EXAMINATION OF SURVEYORS.

Should it be found expedient, local boards of
examiners may be established under order-in-
council for the Provinces of Manitobs, Brilish
Colambis, or the North-West Territories, such
boards to consist of not less tham three and
not more than six members each, and to hold
their meetings at such time and place as the
Minister of the Interior may, from time to time,
direct.

The Surveyor-General shall require every
Dominion land or topographical surveyor, in

addition to the oath by this Act required |

to be administered to him on receiving his
commission as such, to take and subscribe
an affirmation, on the return of his surveys
of Dominion lands, that the same bave been
faitbfully and correctly executed according to
law and the instractione of the Surveyor-General ;
and if it is proved on satisfactory evidence before
any court of competent jurisdiction that such
surveys or any part thereof have not been 8o ex-
ecuted, the surveyor taking such oath or maling
such falso affirmation shall be deemed guilty of
pexjury, and shall be punishable accordingly ; and
thereupon her Majesty's Attornoy-General for
Canada sball, upon the application of theBurveyor-
General, immediately institute & enit upon the
bond of such surveyor, and the institution

of such suit shall act as a lien on any property
owned or held by suoh enrveyor, or his surities,
at the time tho suit is instituted.

MANITOBA WHEAT ABROAD.

4
WIOAT THOE LONDON ‘ STANDARD "’ SAYS ABOUT IT.

Tho Amerionn consul at Winnipeg has just
forwarded to this country four samples of wheat
grown in the northern section of the Canadian
North-West, which are of more than ordinary in-
terest, for they complotely dispose of the belief
that has hitherto prevailed in many quarters that
in the vast distriot just mentioned successful
wheat growing is practically out of the question.
Tho best specimen of flour is a sample of Scotch
Fyfe wheat, from Fort Dunvegan, a post of
the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Peace
River, in lat. 56° long. 118° and mo less than
1,200 miles North-West of Winnipeg, It was
sown on May 1st and harveated on August 20th
last year by the officer in charge of the pust, Mr.
James McDougall, who, it may be mentioned, has
never failed with his orops of wheat, barley, oats,
and vegetables during the five years ho has had
oharge of the post. The second sample is of
spring wheat, variety unknown, grown af Fort
Saskatchewan, near Edmonton, some 1,000 miles
North-West of Winnipeg. This, though a very
good wheat, is not so fine a8 the first specimen,
proeduced 200 miles further north, The third
sample of white Russian wheat from' Battleford,
in lat. §8°, long. 109°, ar 700 miles North-West
of Winnipeg; and the fourth is of white Scotch
Fyfo, grown on an Jodian Government farm near
Fort Pelly, 800 miles North-West of Winnipeg.
As slready intimated the samples vary somewhat
in quality, but they all reach a standard of excel-
lence which abundantly shows that the wheat-
growing capabilities of the immense area con-
stituting theemore northerly seotion of the Cana-
dian North-Weet have been greatly under-rated
in the past. And it is a fact of no Jittle import-
ance to the Dominion itself, to intending immi-
grants, and to British agrionlturists generally,
that the extent of the wheat-producing district in
Canada’s undeveloped interior should prove, as
time goes on, to be 50 much greater than was at
first supposed.—Ths Standard, Jan. 31.

AN INSTANTANEOUS LIGHT.

Such in a word is the unique apparatus on ex-
hibition at the xooms of the Portable Electric
Light Co., 22 Water Btreel, Boston. It ocoupies
the spacs of only five square inohes and weighs
but five pounds, and can be carried
The light, or more properly lighter,
extra power, wires or €onuections, an
straoted that apy part can be replac
cust, Ths ohemmals are placed i

aratus, with & spiffal plat-
insted so agf to form
ready. The pressure

of platinum is heated io incan-
he Portable Electrio Light Company
was recontly incorporated, with w capitsl of
$100,000, under the laws of Rassachusetts. The
usefulness of the apparatus and the low price ($5)
will no doubt result iniis general adoption. Some
of the prominent business men of the State are
identified with this enterprise. Iun addition to ils
use as a lighter, tho apparatas can also bs ussd
in connection with a burglar-alarm and ga\vnmc
battery.—Boston Transcript, Dec. 30.

Ax Towa farmer olaims t¢ have nesrly doabled
his crop of winter wheat by means of a thin au-
tum mulch of straw.



