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WHAT MAKES THLE DIFFERENCE.

BY KNOXONIAN,

Mz, A. retired Iate on Saturday night and rested
poorly. When his wife woke him up on Sabbath
moming telling him that it was very ncar church
time he was all out of sorts. Two great problems
presented themselves to Mr. AJs nind, demanding in-
stant solution. The first was whether he should get
up or not, and the second, whether he would go to
church that morning, even if he did drag himself out
of bed. Being a good man and anxious to sct a good
cxample to his f2 mily, he pulled himself together and
made an effort.  An cffort was needed for Mr, A, was
really very tired. When he assumed a perpendicular
position and eaamined s watch he became reason-
ably certain that he must huery f he intended to get
to church in anything Like ume. \Whena he began to
hurry, his little buy came upstairs and told him that
“Ma said if he did not hurry he wouid be tate at
church.” Then he hurned some more.  Presently
Mrs. A, came to the fuut of the stairs and calied,
“ Hurry, pa, the first bell s nnging.” Then he hur-
ried still more.  His razor pulled—it always does pull
when une is 10 a hurry. There would have been no
use in him telling anybody that day that he * never
shaves on Sunday,” for he had two or three well-de-
fined niarks on his chin.  In the nextimportant opera-
tion a button Jlew off his shirt -they arways do fly off
when one is in a hurry.  His collar would not fit, nor
his tie lie kindly—they never do when one hasto
hurry, especially on Sabbath. Raving fimshed dress-
ing, Mr. A. went down to breakfast.  To put the mat.
ter mildly he was not in a devotionat mood. Nobody
could complain about the Jength of the prayer he of-
fered before he came down. Breakfast did not im-
prove hismood. The steak was cold and the tea weak.
The last bell began to ring before he was half done.
The children were not ready for church and thewr
mother was hurnying in fact eve. ybody was hurry-
ing. There was no time for family worship. Mz, A,
came to the foot of the stairs and shouted two or three
times to those getting rcady above . “ Hurry up, the
bell has stopped.” His voice had not a very devo-
tional ring and it did not help the devotional mood of
those upstairs. At last the family got in motion and
started on the half-trot towards the church.  They
were not in a devotional muod at the start, and a hot
pace does not promote devotional feeling. They are
late, of course. Starding at the door through the
“long prayer” does not mend matters. Mrs. A. s
one of those good souls that stand up for her church
and minister ander all circumstances and against any
odds, and being on good terms with herself and her
surroundings she manages to worship with a fair de-
gree of comfort and profit. It is different with Mr. A:
He is nervous, uncomfortable, fidgetty, and does not
enjoy anything. He imagines everything about the
church is going wrong. He is glad when the service
is over. He thought the sermon threc hours long-
it was only forty minutes. He forgot his envelope
and that riled hiin some more. On the way home he
made this little speech to his wife. * Why on carth
can't that stupid church officer keep the church at a
right temperature. My feet were freczing all day and
my head roasting.  What did the choir sing that mis-
erable rant for? I could not make head or tail of
that sermon. It was too doctrinal, too practical, too
long, {00, fo0, TOD, TOO TOO cverything. We must
have a new church-officer, a new choir, a new minis-
ter—the church is going to the bad.”

The church was avout as usuval. The trouble was
with or rather sz Mr. A. Henceded quiet, rest, sleepy
fresh air, some good devotional reading and, perhaps—
a blue pill.

Mr. B. held the theory that preparation for a plea-
sant and profitable Sabbath service must begin on
Saturday. His rule was to stop work at the usual
hour or carlicr if possible and rest long and well on
Saturday night. His family were not allowed to
promenade late on Saturday evenings because they
could lic long on Sabbath moming. His daughters
were not permitted w0 run through the storcs every
Saturday night. On Sabbath morning the family
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breakfasted not quitc so carly as on other momings,
but in good time. There was no hurry nor bustle nor ;
excitement. Family worship was a little longer than |
usual. Houschold duties being over the family sat

down for @ gond read™ Mrs R got alittle startled
when she saw her husbzwd taking his daily Glode.
The good man was going to read Spurgeon's sermon
His eye may have rested just for a second onthe
“ parlinmentary proceedings” but he took it off im.
mediately and read the sermon with care. It had a
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fine devotional eftect upon his mind and when he.

finished he felt like worshipping. As church time
approached the family filed out quietly and walked
leisurely to their place of worship, Of course they
were in time—they alwaysare. They satin the same
church, heard the same singing, and sermon as Mr.
Al's family. On the way home Mr. B. said to lus wife,
“1 cnjoyed the service very much to-day. The
hymns were very suitable and I thought very well
sung. Wec owe a great deal to the choir for leading
the service of sung. 1 cnjoyed the zeading of that
chapter very much. I thought the minister rendered
it with fine effect.  The first prayer hifted me nght up:
aund put me in a good frame of nund for heanng. That
was a real good sermon. I think our mimister 1m-
pruves every day. What a privilege it 1s for our
<hildren to be connected with the church, 1 haveen-
juyed this morning service very much. 1 hope I
shall be able to do some good work 1n the Sabbath
school this afternoon, and no doubt we will have a
good service again in the evening.”

What made the difference between the cstimate of
Mi. A. and that of Mr. B.2 Mr. B. prepared for
worship and Mr. A. did not. And Mr. A. was pre-
viated from making preparation, parstly by the demor-
alizing practice which prevauls all over Untano of keep-
ing places of business open until very near Sabbath
morning.

BI.CENTENARY OF THE REVOCATION UF
THE EDICT OF NANIES.

A CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF THE HUGUENOTS,

This year being the bi-centenary of the Revocation
of the Edict of Nantes, a pastor of the Reformed
Church of France has commenced a senies of small
publications, for the purpose of bringing before the
Protestants of France, events in their history, which,
in the case of many, are known only by name to the
present generation, though their bitter consequences
are still felt throughout the land. The Revocation-of
the Edict of Nantes, for example, had as its two most
prominent results, the success of clerical despotism;
and the ruin of natonal industry in France. The
means by which these ends were effected, and,the
suffenings endured by tens of thousands of French
Protestants, in secking to protect the rights of con-
science agamnst the tyranny of the King and the
fanaticism of the priests, deserves to be better known
than they arc, not only in France but in other lands.
In learming the extent of the persecution inflicted by the
direct inspiration of the Roman Catholic clergy—the
heroism exiubited by the Huguenots of other days, as
well as the nobility of the resistance offered, will be
better undsrstood. My object, in thisletter, thercfore,

1sto give a clear though necessarily very imperfect:

histonical sketch of the Edict of Nantes, and of the
unjust and cruel acts which culminated in its revoca-
tion.

On the t3th Apnl, 1598, Henry IV, five years after
leaving the Protestant faith, signed the

EDICT OF NANTES,

his intention being to put an end to the civil and
religious wars which had so long agitated the king-
dom. Louis XIII, on coming to the throne, con-
firmed this edict (1629) which cons:crated liberty of
conscience, and ordered that its terms should be
¢ kept inviclate,” as he wished his Protestant subjects
to cnjoy “ the free =xercise of their religion.” At the
commencement of his reign ¢ven Louis XIV. gave the
Protestants, who had shown themselves to be faithful
defenders of his rights, the most positive assurances of
his protection. * We wish ” said the young monarch
(1652) “ that they be kept in the full and entire enjoy-
ment of the Edict of.Nantes.” No treaty, then, could
‘be more solemn than that whose cxecution the Kings
of France had sworn to enforce, and which they had
declared to be “perpetual and irrevocable.”™ For
many years before this, the Protestants had ceased to
form a political party. Being active and intelligent
they had developed industry, and increased the com-
merce of France. Amongst. thar number were
eminent warnors, ntrepid samlors, 1llustrious savants,
so that Cardinal Mazann called them (1659) * good
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servants and subjects of the King , " nothing, therefore,
indicated that the law would be revoked by those
whose duty it was to have it respected. The

TOLERATION OF THE PROTESTANT “ELIGION,
the recognition of liberty of conscience, was, in the
cyes of the Roman priests, an unpardonable crime,
They never ceased, therefore, to protest against the
terms of the Edict which were favourable to the
Reformed, and openly to demand that they should
not be observed.  In Louisthey found the help they
necded, for he, notwithstanding his promises, did not
delay to organize against his faithful subjects, thc
most skilful and bitter persecutions,

On the 11th April, 1651, Choiscul, Bishop of Com
minges, presented himself before the King, still a boy,
and speaking in the name of the clergy of Romc,
demanded not only the banishment from the kingdou,
of “liberty of conscience which destroys the libent,
of the children of God,” but also, if in his power, “ .
suppress the heresy at a single blow,” or at all events,,
“to extinguish it gradually ® From this time forward,
the hishaps naver came into his presence, without in,
ploring “{rom bhis piety,” vigorous measures agains.
the Reformed, without this pressure from the priests,
and these incessant vequests from the bishops the
Edict would not have been revoked, and Franw
would have been spared that terrible blow to jts glory
and its power, which followed. To the accusations
brought against them by the clergy, the

PROTESTANTS REPLIED 10 THE KING

that “they only asked permussion to hvc\qd die n

the service of his majesty, n the just bibertics which

had been granted them, especially those in regard to |
their consciences and the exercise of their religion,

without which hife was not only indifferent to them
but bitter and death desirable.” But Louis—now
absolute sovereign—had come to believe what the
priests and courtiers had been in the habit of telling
him—that he had power to rule over the constiences

of his subjects. He, therefore, ordered that the faith :

he professed, should be the only one aliowed i his |

kingdom. The great purpose of hus reign there after
was to convert Protestants into Roman Catholics, and
to effect this he resorted to atrocious measures, some
of which are about to be named.

The Protestant congregations had at this time be.
come numerous and flourtshing. The churches were
united together by the common bond of Synods. By
its simplicity and purity of doctrine, the Reformed
Church of France bore close resemblance to the pnmi-
tive church. Everything was favourable toits exten-
sion and success. This decided the action of the

priests, who, by means at once able and perfidious,

secured its ultimate ruin, For twenty-five years, with-

aut truce or relaxation, at the instance of Kome, royal -

Edi:ts, and decrees of the Counc.. of State ymore than
400 in number, inflicted upon the F anch Frotestants,
every possible evil.
T}!E EDICTS OF THE KING

commenced by 1svlating the Reformed in the country,
by depriving them of ali public functions, thereby de-
claning them, in consequence of their faith, unworthy
to fill any office of state, and thus giving them only

< the choice between starvation+and Romanism. This

was the very thing which Henry 1V. wished to prevent
by the XIXtk articie of the Edict, which declared that

in s kingdom every one, irrespective of his faith

might aspire to any office or-position in the kingdom
On the 15th June, 1682, notarics and ushers who were
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Protestants, were called on to- resign: their offices in -

favour of Romamists. On 4th March, 1683, all the Pro-
testant offices attached to the royal palace, received
orders to change their religion or to resign. On 21st
August, 1684, it was forbidden to name ¢ Experts”
who were not Catholics. On 21st January, 1685, Pro.

testant grocers had to shut their shops under a penalty ':

of 3,000 francs, and on gth July, same ycar, all Pro- °

testant book-shops and printing offices were closed by
order of the,King. On 11th Julythe profession of law
yer was forbidden to Protestants ;-and on 6th August,

the King, sceing that the Reformed, excluded from : -

other functions, entered in great numbers the medical
profession, gave ordérs that on no prétext whatever,
were they to be admitted under a very heavy.penalty.
Some wecks later.cven those. who had been practising
all their lives, were deprived of the right,

Protestants were forbidden to cngage Catholir
domestics or to have them in their service,. In cor

- tracts madewith the State, preference. was-given t»

those of the King’s religion, and to carry on almost any



