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MR. EDITOR.,-CapieS of tise following communica- e

týon, prepared by lise Rev. lames Robertson, have bec nt

forwarded ta, the conveners af tise Colonial Commit- a

tee ai tise British Churches. The synopsis wiich it W

contains af tise pragress ai aur Churcis in tise North-
West, wiIh be equally intcresting ta readersoa i ai
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many tisanks for givirig my former letter ta tise5

Srottish public ande for commending aur work. This r

communication contains a synopsis ai tise report ai tiese

Preshýteryof Manitaba ta tise General Assembiy an

tise Home Mission operatians canducted wiîiin its

hounds during tise pasi ycar. During hast scasan about 2

8 oooooo acres at landl werc setîlcd, cisiefly along tise

Unes ai railway. Thse settlement is af course neitiser

cantinuous nor dense, ande hence tise maintenance ai

churches and scisools is rendered difficuli. Fîfty-one

new stations were organizeel and consiituted ia

eheven new congregatians, wiile six af tise aider con-

gregations became sch-sustaiflifg. Since tise begin-

ning ai ibis season fourteen additional congregatiîas,

or parisises as you wouid cali them, were autlined in

territory seîîied ast season, but for which no provision

couhl Se made tihi this season awing ta lack ai men

andl means. Thsis means a gain ai îwenty-five con-

gregatians in cigisteen montiss, or about 75 per cent.

Students from aur colleges were placeel in charge ai

no fewer tisan îwcnty -six mission fields ibis spring andl

when tbey reiurn ta college in autumn tisere is fia

great prospect ai any supply bcing available during

tise coming winter for tisose important districts. =00

Aiong tise unes ai railways villages and tawns are

springing up witis greal rapidity andl bccoming centres

ai social and inielectual lite. In these we wanîta

give visibility ta religion and ta let Bible trutis exert

uts influence in maulding tise yaung ile af tise country.

Tise growtis ai tise country is, even ta us living isere,

simphy marvellous. Four years ago tisere was nat a

raihway witiin anceisundred andl flfty miles ai Winni-

peg, to-day tise steel iigisway stretches aver seven

hundreel miles ta tise west afiti, wlish branches ta tise

South-West andl North-West. A line 427 Miles in

lengtis cannects Winnipeg andl Thunder Bay furnisis-

ing an ontlet In summer thraugis Canadian ierritary.

Twelve years ago tisere was not a sctier in sauts-

western Manitoba wisere. ta-day there are sixteen con-

gations connecied with aur Cisurcis. In central Mani-

toba tisere were no seters ai tisai date wcst ai Burn-

side, while to-day tisere are twenty-nine congregatians

in ibis tcrritary ; and if we isad ministers antthe means
ta support tbem in part we should have nearly double

as many. At Brandont two years ago tisere was fiQt a

etler, wiileto-day there h a twn ai4,000 souls. A

littie mare tisan a year ago tise country west ai Bran-

don was au unknown wiiderness excepita a few ira-

vehiers andl explorers, ta day there are tens ai ibousanels

af seftiers tisere ; large areas are being brougisî under

cutivatiafi, and centres of irade are geîîing fast esta-
tabhisheel.

Tise growti ai tise Churcis during tisese years bas
kept pace witi tise growtis of tie cauntry. Strenuous

efforts have been put forth ta pravide tise seîtlers wih

tise Gospel ande wiîis comparaiivdly satisfactary resulti.

The table subjoinel wil show tise growtis.
1871 1883

Self.sustaiflifg congregatiafil--------------. 1 1
P reachiîig stations.-.-.-.........-------------.9 225

Minis'ers and mfiissioaiiel-----------------...4 67
Families connecteel witis cangregatioras-... 198 5,000
Amount contributed for reigius purpo9s. - - .,44o, £13,coo

Tise gain in familles and mission stations is thus

seen ta be about 2,500 per cenu.; in miristers and

missionaries about 1,700 Per Cent.; and fia couiribu-

tions for religiaus abjects 3,000 per Cent. The ex-

perditure ai means fer the selvecement'ai religion ini

a fieldl ai such capabilities, is like tise sowing ai seed

grain ini aur dans, ricis hil-it is sure ta yield an abon-
dant barvest

Sarne progres was made ast'yearin churcis and
inanse building, but bore again want ai means hans-
pered sadly. Fsleven cisurcies andl their w anses were

e-ected ai a cast ai about £6,Soo, tise people tisem-

selves contributirsg about two-thlrds ai tise eost.

Tisere is a prospect ai a mucis larger number being

bull this scasan'. The nece$sity for chunthes 'andl

hanses is clamant. Services are somnetimes held in et

abouses where thse minister tan scarcely stand g:

reci. Sabbath scisools in such places are almost im- pl

ýossible, but they exist. The apèning and closing ex- t

rcises are ire quently conducted in the bouse, and C

te class exercises attended ta out af doors. In wanm, oi

fir weather ibis is practicable, but in inclemnen t t

weather tbe schoohs must be discontinued. c

Manses are a greater necessity than churches ii

Houscs are nat ta be had ta refit in a country wchere al

are beginning life and neithcr minister nor congrega- c

ion is able ta build amanse. In»winter, wbere the tiser- o

momeler fails accasionahy ta 400 below zero, a warm t:

bous 'e is a prime requisite af comfortable existence and

successful wark. Sevcnty-twa degrees ai frust do flot

nean thse samne îbing un Maintoba as in Scotiard, but

still intense frosi wii entail suffcring even here,

especially upan womcn and children unless they are

welh haused. Our missionaries in thse North-West are

a noble and clevotcd band aofnmen, but that is fia rea-

son why their confort sbould not be laoked after and

their sîrcngth reserved for thse wark af their Mas-

ter. This bas not been tise case in thse past.
As anticipated in thse former hettcr a iarge number

ai Scotch peophe are comning ta Manitoba this year.

Fron Highland glens and Lowiand straths they camne

and la stay as surely as Saxon and Norsemnan took

possession of the Mothenland in thse days of yore;- and

they are wclcome. There is abundance af ]and yet ta

be possessed and people ai industry aind.tbrift wiil find

here a generaus soil ande salubriaus climale; but we

are anxious about their religiaus welbeing. Thse

Scattish cisurches have interested thernselves in lise

pasi in a laudable way, ta assist those who wcnt out

fran their bnoan in obtaining tise means ai grace in

tise limne ai tieir pavcrty. Mission work in Ontario

and Nova Scotia rcceived gencrous aid and the effect

ai il is seen ta-day. A larger expenditure of means

in early days wauhd have adee very mucis ta the

strength andl efficiency oi aur Churcin the Provinces

nameel. Wisen thousands ai your people are flocking

ta tbis land ta ilay the foundation ai a new, and we

think, a great State we feel sure that you mnust be sa-

icitous that they and their chiidren nay enijoy tise
means ai grace iran the autset. The Churcis af Eng-

land in England and n>any ofitis wealtbeir niembers

arc giving timehy and liberai aid ta tise Bisbop af

Rupcrts Land and the Bishop af the Saskatchsewan

for Mission work, and thse Scottish churches and peoi-

ple we feel confident wilh manifest an e qually generous

spirit ; and' if aur work is ta, be successful wc must

grapple with it naw. The aperatians ai aur churches

must keep pace with seulement cisc tise future will tell

a dismal story. Tise judiciaus expenditure ofai ,ooo

naw will do mare good than £s,ooo six or cigist years
1hence. Tise nation is naw in its youthiui plastic state.

Its tisougisi i. onhy taking shape. The ycarnings ai

its people are iseaithy, but they must be shaped and

guideel arii hi. Our Cburch is doing ils best in the

circunstances, but it is nai doing, nor can il do enougis

in justice ta otiser interests. There is in Canada andl

especially intise Nartis West a tisorough fusion of al

Presbyleriaa ehements. But for Ibis we could flot

succeed ai al Thse size of the Church in the Eastern

Provinces af tise Dominion and tise vasi work ta be

donc show tisaI, bowever willing, unaided tise Churcis

cannai give the Gospel ta tise ncw corners. Beîween

75,000 and iooooo are expected ibis year. Marc than

anc hall af îbem are bere now. Noibing is yet donc

for their spiritual welfare.
Could not some of your yaung active licenliates

came over andhislp us? Couhd not tse Churci ake

a grant ai £60 or £8o ta a few ai theni for îhree years?

,Coulel not sanie of yaur wealihy men give each a dona-

tion af £200 or £10010o assisi in building a bouse tbat

would be mianse and churcis for a lime? Ten or

fifteen nien sa equipped couhl do more for uhe furiher-

ance ai the Gospel here tisan in aniy field that I arn
acquintd wth.Tlhese questions suggest ta you use
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.reaseth. To have letters going home from men en-

eaged in this work, men that were kwaow to your Pen-

ýle pcrsonally could nlot but have a beneficiai effect en

1ec spiritual life of tbe church they Ieft. The Rev. Dr.

Cochrane ni the city of Brantford is the convener of

ur Home Mission Committee. He is conversant with

te whole work and bas done much to extend it. He

can furnish any information desired. Of course any

nforrmation I can give will be forwarded with pleasure.
Isend you a copy by mail of last years report, and a

copy of a map of our wark. You will also find a copy

of aur church and mianse building repart. With

tharîks for past favours, believe me, yours truly,
Wùr5e,7uly Sth, 1883. JAmEs RoBERTSON.

ÇUOULD SA RDA TiH SCHOOLS BE CL('SED
DUR1AG TUE SUMMERI

MR. EDITOR,- NOwbecause there are inisaie ofour
city schools anumbei-certainly flot a half-who can af-

lord ta go away for one, twa, threeq or four weeks during

the summer montbs, does it follow that the preciaus
privileges of the Sabbath school shall be denied ta those

who are compelled ta remain ait home? We thirik

not. How about the young people who are boarding

in the city ? If they are weak Christians, striving ta

folaw the Master, do they nlot reed somene ta (,Pen

the Word of God ta then>, and confiim thcm li the

faith, pointing them, ta the streingt h ane able ta save

in evcry hour of temptatian .And, if they have ne set-

tled conviction on rehigiaus matters, are they ta be left

free tao e ahhurements of idleness, fashion and custcrni?

Notwithstandi>g the fact that we are devoutly thank-

fui because ofi aur Canadian Sabbaths, we are dis-

quietcd when we remember that il is fashionable in

tlîis aur land for large nunibers ta aimlessly wander

thrûugh the "cities of the dead,' having levity as a

characteristic of the conversation af immortal spirits

surrounded by such awful, though sulent eloquence,

evidencing Qod's just hatred af sin. And we are pain-

fulhy reminded that, though Christian workers mnay

rest (? ), the emissaries af the devii wiil be especially

bu!>y. Are we net invited and cncouraged ta break

the whole law af God by excurting-either by boat or

rail-tbereby making it impossible ta "iremember the
Sabbath day, etc ?»

What about the chlhdren af ungodly parents ? And

those of Christian parents who are net alive ta their

duty in this regard? Shahl they be heit free ta go wt

the "'crawd,» and ta form evil habits, unrestrained, un-

checked, that perhaps may wean themn froni ever agaifl

darkeriing the door af the "hbouse ai Christian instruc-
lion?>l

We cannai lrespass on your kindness by prolou>g-

ing this letter, or we wouid hike ta show that besides

those mentioned, the children af Christian parents;

the teachers ; the Church, and the world are all greatlY

beneflîed by the grand system of international Sab-

bath schooi hessons, and can't afford ta dispense with

these, and the hallowed associations and itflaence of

the Sabbath school for seven or eight weeks in summier.,

We se no reasan for chosing the Sabbath school at

any tume, but tbink we could beiter afford ta do se at

any other time than now, because leniptations ta Sab'
baîh-breaking are more numerous.-Read i Tin jv.

15,16.VIGILO.

THE DELEGAITES TO TUE PAN.PRESB-Y
TER IAN COUN CIL IN IRELAMJ.

MR. EDITOR,-' 'tender yau my hearîfeit tba.fl5

for your candid, and maniy camments oR teOie blun-

der" commilled by the Gencral Assembhy in the omis*

sien ta inchude a lew representalive Irishuien i 1,8

delegatian ta Belfast next year. XI would have bec0

a graceful, and many think a well deserved tribut8 10

the lrish ehement in aur Churcb, including a IT0

number af the membership, as well as ai the mini5îrY'
- .aud.hv. how IoL rcdy- he sscbl is tW


