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measute, only tn the anticipation that all thuse ministers will E
be speedily incorporated with the Synod of the l’u'.\l?'lcnln !
fh?‘nh of Canada in connection with the Church of Scote
and,

111, That this meeting strongly tecommentd that the ¢ omn.
misston of Synod at the neat meeting, on the tiest \Wetdneulay of
May next, may issue a tespectful invitation to the {Lmted)
Synod of Upper Canada to meet with the Synod of the Pies
bytetian Church at thete first ondinary meeting in Kingsion,
that both Synods may then and thete consuder the termsof |
unton alteady proposed by the Synud of the Presbytenan
Chutch of Canada, with a view to such modification of them
as may admit of the teception into the satd Synod of alf the
ministers now on the roll of the Unitaf Synad, and ol this bre.
ing donc during the session of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Chuich without walting for the action of the Presbytetles
under sald Synod.

At a meeting of the Commission of Synod in To.
ronto, May 18t, 1838, at which werc present Messrs. |
McGill, Gale, L~ach, Ferguson, Mclntosh, Murray
and Georye, the letter of the members of the Legis-
lature and the proceedings and tesolutions of the
Conference having been read and considered it was
resolved to transmit them to the Synod of Canada,
“with a respectful and eamest tecommendation that
immediate steps be taken in regard to the same.” The
members of the Commission, however, although indi.
vidually “disposed cordially to support the measure
recommended,” did not feel authorized to take any
further official action in the promises.

EIGHTII AND NINTH MERTINGS OF SVNOD

The United Synod held two more annual meetings,
but no record or report of cither has been discovered.
The first was held at Cavan commencing on the last
Monday of June, 1839, and the other at Demorest.
ville commencing on the last Wednesday of June,
1840. At the meeting at Cavan, Rev. D, W, East.
man's name was again entered on the roll of Synod,
he having returned to the Presbytery of Toronto when
the Niagara Presbytery became practically suspended
in conseqyuence of the Rebellion, It is nut known
that any important business was transacted at either i
session except in the direction of union with the Sy nod
of Canada.

PRUGRESS TUWARDS UNION,

At the session at Cavan, the proceedings of the
conference at Toronto, and of the Comnusstoners of |
Synod having been considered, the United Synod of
Upper Canada agan took acuon in favour of union
between the two Synods, and appointed a commutiee
to confer with a commuttee of the Synod of Canada
on the subject. This action was ofhcially communie |
cated to the Synod of Canada when in session at
Kingston, July 4th, as was also the action of the Com-
mission of Synod and the communication from the
ten members of the Legislature, whercupon the Synod
appointed Dr. Cook and Mr. Alexander Gale, mints-
ters, and Mr. John Mowatt, ruling clder, a commattee
*to mect and confer with the commuttee of the Umited
Synod, or such members thereof as may be able to
attend duning the present Session . . . witha view of
ascertaining more precisely on what terms the pro-
posed incorporation [of the members of the United
Synod 1n the Synod of Canada] may be accomphished,
and of obtaining such information in regard to the
matter as may be considered necessary.,” The Clerk
was instructed “1o wrile to Messrs, Smart and Boyd,
communicating the forcgoing resolution and appoint-
ment, and inviting their attendance at Kingston ns
soon as possible.” Thesc ministers came at once,
with Messrs. Matthew MclIntosh, of Prescott, and
Johu McCrady, of Brockville, ruling elders; and the
four, as a committee representing the United Synod,
proposed terms of union in writing to the committee
of the Synod of Canada. The original document is
preserved.  Its tenor may be inferred from the fol.
lowing extract from the Minutes of the Synod of
Canada:

** Dr. Cook meported verbally that the Committee had
had a confetence with the Rev. Messrs, Smart and Boyd and
two ruling clders, on the part of the United Synod, and that
it appeared to the Committee to be the view of these gentle.
tlemen, that the United Synod was not disposed to join the
Synod of this Church exceps us an indz{:mdml body, and
without prescating any documents which the members of
this Synod should not also be bound to present to them.”’

To these terms, the Synod of Canada dechined to
accede, but appointed the Commussion of Synod to
continue negotiations, resolving “meanwhile, to re-
ceive such ministers of the United Synod as present
to the Presbytenies of this Church the necessary
credentials of ordination and character, and who, with
their congregations, give adherence to the formulas of
the Church of Scotland.” Se both Synods main-
tained the same ground as ai the first, not even the

——

love of money Lringing cither of them to muke con.
cessions to the other. it is an interesting fact, how.

, ever, thut there was “a respectable minority” in the

Synod of Canada in favour of immediate union, and
that Mr. Wm, DIiell scconded a mouon that “the pro-
posed union . . be forthwith carried into cffect,
upen the production on the part of the latter [the
Cnnted Synud] of an altested 2odt of the mumster s now
i rocudar standing sn thee oody.” Mz, Ben had for-
gotten lus gnievances in hus desire for that general
Presbyterian union in Canada, for which he had
laboured and prayed, during many long years of
waiting.
THE COMMITTEES AT WORK,

On the 18th day of March, 1840, Messrs. Ring and
McClatchey, representing the comnnttee of the United
Synod, and Messrs, Wilham Rintoul, Robert Murray
and Ardrew Bell, representing the Commiission of the
Synod of Canada, held a joint meeting at Oakville.
After long and senous deliberation, a series of five
resofutions were unanimonsly adopted, and arrange.
metts were inade for their transtussion for consider-
ation to the several Presbyteries of both Synods.
The first of these resolutions - That the “roll of the
United Synod, duly attested . . . . shall be received
as satisfactory evidence of the character and standing
of the members appearning on said roll,” scems to
have conceded nearly all for which the United Synod
had contended.

ACTION OF THE UNITED SYNOD.

At the last meeting of the United Synod at Demor.
cstville, June 2gth, 1840, upon consideration of the re.
port of the Committec on Union, the following action,
substantially aftirming the resolutions of the joint com-
muttee mecting at Oakland, was taken :

** After mature dehiberation on the subject of a Union with
the Synod of Canada in connection with the Chutch of
Seutiand, the Synvd berag dewgay unpressad wath the sensc
of the e latieg and ben ﬁu:\ﬁ ffects that would arise fram
the caidd UTnion in promoting the peace and prasperity of the
Redeemer’s kingdom in this colony, were unanimous in
adopting the following as the bass of a Unton ;

1. Fhat a cestibied cupy of the Roll of the United Synud
he presented o the Synad of the Preshiytetian Chureh of
(anada in connection with the Church of Scotland, cxhibit.
inge the order 1n which the members entered the Synod.

1. 1nat the muimisters ot the United Synwml, befure aking
thenr seat, cithes o the Synud of Canada, or I'resbyteries,
will sign the usual formula for uunisters of the Chuch of
Scotland.

111. That the Synud o! Canada will 1n no manner inter-
fere wath the Governmient ailunaace, as auvw and herctofuie
savessal by the members of the United Synnd, until other
armngements are tmade by the Government for the whole
Synod.

)l\‘. That numsters comung from the Presbytenan Church
of Tricland, amd having recaved a cullepiate cducation, and
utherwise qualified. wil! be admissable into sad Synod

V' ‘Thart after the Roll of the United Synod is added to
the Roll of the Synod of the Presbytertan Church of Canacda,
the Synod as thus constituted wilt attach the membeis of the
Laned 5ynud to the respective Presbyteries,

UNION ACCOMPLISUED,

This action, certified by Joseph Anderson, Moder-
ator, and William Smart, Stated Clerk, with a copy of
the Roll of the United Synod, similarly certified, and a
letter othicially signed by the same parties, was pre-
sented, in due time, to Rev. Robert McGill, Moderator
of the Synod of Canada, by Messrs. King, McClatchey
and Johnson. At a mecung of the latter Synod held
at Ioronto, commenung July 2nd, 1840, these several
documents, with the resolutions of the jont mecting
of Lomnuttees at Oakland, and the reports of favour-
able action thereon by the Fresbyteries of Glengarry
Hamilton, Bathurst, Kingston and Toronto, were pre-
sented and the following action was taken, vir..

“ It was moved by Mr. Stark of Dundas, seconded by
Mr. Murray of Qakville, that the Synod, feching decply, ac-
cutding to thes ufien repeated dedlarations, the ﬁmmb cness
and importance of unicn among Presbytetians, with a view
to the interests of Religion and the Church of God in the
Province, rejorce at the spirt which has been mamfested by
the LUnited Synod, in the documents transmitted by them, and
with reference to former and long continued inquities . . on
the subject, resolve to receive the attested Roll of the United
Synod, now presented, as evidence of the regular ministenal
standing of the ministers whose names appear thercon, and
to add the said names, as they hereby do, to the Roll of this
Synod, in terms of the first, second and fifth of the series of
tesolutions passed by the United Synod and now presented
to this Synod ; and further, to add the said names to the
Rolls of the respective Presbyteries of this Synod, within
whose bounds they severally reside, according to the follow-
ing ammangement, and enjuin saud Presbyteties to receive sad
mimisters respectively upon their signing the usual formula
for aunisters of the Church of Scotland, viz.:. — William
Smart, Urockville, to the Presbytery of Bathurst; Robert
Boyd, Prescott, to the Presbytery of Bathurst; William
King, Nelson, to the Piesbytery of Hanulton ; John Gem.
mel, Lanark, to the Presbytay of Bathurst; Robert Lyle,

Finch, to the Presbytery of *ilengarty s John Uryning,
Mount Pleasant, to lfne Presbiytery of [lamiltong George
McCtatchey, Clinton, to the Presbytesy of Hamiltong
James Rogers, Demuiestville, to the l'unb{my of Ringston 3
Thumas Juhnson, Chinguacousy, to the Presbytery of Tos
tunte , Joscph Anderson, Suuth Guwer, to the Presbytety of
Hathurst ; jmuu Douglasy, Cavan, to the I’tcsb)'ltl( of
Kingston s James Caltns, no charge t John Dickey, Wil
lamslnng, to the Preshytery of Glengarry ¢ Samuel Torter,
Trafalgat, to the Prestiytery of Totonto ;' Alexander Lewls,
Motio, to the Presbytery of Toronto i Isaac PPutkis, Osnae
bruck, to the Preshiytery of Glengarry 3 Daniel W Eastman

Coriinaby [l()\\mlli!l], 1o the Preshytery of Hamilton, an

James McAuley, Probationer”

A dilatory motion, 1n amendment, was made
by Dr. Mathicon and seconded by Rev. Thomas
Alexander, but it received but three affinnative votes.
‘The ongnal motion of Mr. Stark was then put and
carnied by a vote of thinty-five to three, those voting in
the negative bemg Dr. Mathicson and Messts, Alexane
der and Mclntosh,

And so, the long-looked-for Union was, at last, hap-
pily accomplished, a~:d Messrs. Ferguson, A. Bell,
George, McMillan, W. Bell and McDowall cordially
welconied to the Synod of Canada, the ministers from
whom they had seceded afew years before,  Past mis-
understandings and irritations were forgotten as they
met again * Brethren beloved in the Lord.”  And thus
cnded the history of the pioncer Presbyterian organi-
zation in Canada, as a distinct organic body ; but its
influctice 1s still felt for good, and 1ts memory will be
cherished by many generations of loyal Presbyterians
in the Dominion,

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES.

Of the seventeen names added to the roll of the
Synod of Canada by this Union, only one—that of
Rev. William Smant—is recognized as having been
continuously connected with the pioncer organizations
from the beginning. He was Presbytery Clerk at
Cornwal), January, 1818, and * Stated Clerk” of Synod
at Demorestyille, June, 1840. Dr. Boyd was next in
scniority and persistency, having been ordained at
Prescott, February 2nd, 1821, and never having withe
drawn. Under the arrangement for Union, Messrs,
Smart and Boyd formally united with the Presbytery
of Bathurst, at Perth, August 19th, 1840. They both,
however, withdrew from it and from the Synod of
Canada before the Disruption in 1844, and joined in
the “ Free Church ” movement afterwards. Mr. Porter
declining to “accept the situation,” connected him-
self with the “ United Secession” Synod, but, after
the Disruption his name appears, for the first time, on
the roll of the Synod of Canada, when cight of the
cleven members of the ¥ Kirk ” Presbytery of Toronto
were former meimnbers of the United Synod.  Onlytwo
of the seventeen are now known to be living—Rew,
Duncan McMillan, at Komoka, Ontario, and Rey,
James Rogers, at Redwood Falls, Minnesota. Both
of them would confer a favour upon the readers of THE
PPESBYTERIAN by furnishing for publication some
recollections of their pioncer associates, and some
illustrative incidents of their pioncer work.

THANKS FUR FAVOURS RECEIVED,
In bninging to a close these imperfect sketches of

the Pioncer Canadian Presbytery and the Church

Courts deniving succession fromt, the writer deems it
a privilege to return his sincere thanks for valuable as-
sistance in his search for tntormation, and for the kindly
expressions of sympathy without which he would have
found 1t dithicult to evercome the embarrassments and
remove the obstacles which continually hindered the
progress of hus work.  He has been especially indebted

to Rev. Duncan McMillan and Rev. James Rogers for ,

patient submnssion to persistent interrogation by lete
ter, and for full and satisfactory answers to the ques-
tions propounded ; 1o Rev. George Bell, LL.D.,of Walk«
erton, and Robert Bell, Esq., of Carleton Place, for
numerous books and documents left by their father,
the Rev. Walliam Bell ; to Rev. John Burton of Belle-
ville, and Rev. H. Gracey of Gananoque, for similar
documents and numerous letters left by Rev. William

Smart and Rev. Dr. Boyd ; to Rev. Daniel Paterson

of St. Andrew’s, P.Q,, for letters and documents of
great interest and importance, from the library of the
late Rev, Archibald Henderson ; and to Rev. Robert
Wallace of Toronto, Rev. Professor McKerras of
Kingston, and Rev. J. G. Murray of Grimsby, for
copics of printed minutes of the United Presbyteryand
the United Synod, and for personal aid by correspond-
enceand otherwise. ‘The writer has been greatly aided
in other parts of his work by ministersand laymen who

will be gratefully mentioned in future asticles
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