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After all that has been written on the subject of Domestic ser-
vants, it is quite refreshing to find someone contending that in Iing-
land at any rate, there never was a time when servants were better
treated and better fed, and allowed more liberty than they are at
present.  ‘The article in question is one by £mély Faitkfull in the
North American Review, and is really c\collcnt. written by one who
has studied the subject in Canada, and in the United States as well
as in Englind, We would commend the following paragraphs to
the notice both of servauts and of mistresses :—

¢ One of the tialsof the English housekeeper who has a large retinue
under her command is the servant who is always on the defensive re-
speeting her individual vights and place,  ++ 1 keep to my barzain; let
other people keep to theirs,” is her ohstinate cry, ana she refuses to
lend o hand outside her = own work.’ no matter who may sutfer.  The
most obligiug and civil servants I iave ever met with are those employed
by voyalty and in aristocratic houses,  While the *- little mididle-cluss
suoh ™ treats her servants with curtness, the well bred woman of rank
aceepts their services with courtesy and grace 5 although shie knows she
has a perfect vight to commaud them, woblees: oblize, and she has the
selforespeet which naturally accords the respect due to dependeunts.

‘The relation between mistress and maid would be undoubtedly im-
proved if the former had 2 more practical knowledge of household duties
Many of ** our daughters ” marry young and in ullel ignorance of the
management of a louse : if middie cluss girls kuew sometlnn-f about
dowestic ceonomy, the pocketsof str u-mluw husbands wonld be sp'ued
amdj: m\'\domcsucqu.urc avoided. 1 am nuw.tlludm-' to the mistresses
who ** ran theiv own houscholds™ : the aristocracy Enow it little of
their servants —save their personal attendants —and complain still less.

‘T'he wmonotony anr restrictions which smrround the life of the vrdi-
nary servant have given rise to most of the ohjections which have been
aised against the occupation.  ** To clean hersell,” afler a hard day's
work and sit down to ncedlework, or to the more exciting recreation
afforded by 2%e Fanaly IDrald, is scarcely exhilavating enough for the
wodern servant, and the joy of the alternate ** Suml.w out” and the
oceasional holiday is spoilt by the hour fixed for the enforced return
“I'he patlour-maid hears her young ladies talking at the dinoer table of
the delightful play they have seen the night before, and she is naturally
inspived with a wish Lo see it hersel(; but this is impossible if the doors
are o be barred at ten o'clock, especially as she has to find her way
kome in an omnibus,for whick she probably has to wait halfau hour wlien
the play is over.  The trath s, that mistresses, as a rule, have not yet
aceepled i conditivn to which men in command of others have long since
bowed -that pleasure and personal liberty in moderation mustbe ac-
corded \\hul the day's work is done.  Servants arc mostly young wo-
men in the pnmc of life, with all the instinets ol youth full upon them,
aml it is crucel to ignore their social needs.  Their followers and visitors
are not welcome to thosc in authority, and therefore less objection should
be raised to their occasional efforts to obtain the companionship of their
own class outside the house when their work is donc.
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I fear we wust owa to auoth r fnlt in dealing with our servants:
women scolid and nag in a way which is unknown to men whs are really
fit to rule.  ‘They lhlcl\ to the =335ip of other servaats, and almost lie
in wait for the suspected dqumnt A wise master knows the value
of sometimes shutting his cyes, amnl will eertainly let a govd cmiployee
have time to recover himsell before he attempts any expostulation.
The ordinary mistress unfortusately sanunons the servant before she has
controlied lier own temper, and the result is disastrous to both. If
once ** a hostile attitude” deseribes tie relation between the drawing
ruom and the kitchen, u state of constant friction most ensue.

I do nut jznore the trials experienced by the mistresses of untrained
servants' oo often a succession of wasteful, iznorant girls pass,like phan-
tasmagora, across the threshold, leaving, ho\vc\cr. a very convincing
proof of their 1eality in the wreck of kitchen utensils, china, and othcr
houschold treasures.  Vhere large establishunents are kept, young
servants are carefully tauzht their separate duties ; but it is a deplorable
fact that girls who have passed the tifth board school standard, are
often ineapable of lighting a fire. or of washing & wiane glass without
breaking it.  They can read the ** panay dreadfnl,” but they cannot
darn their stockings or mend their clothes. The want of technical
training is the disadvantare which has threatene:d to make servants a
failure ; but our board schosls are now waking up to their respansibil-
ities ; they have began to inclide necdlework and covking in their list
of suhjeets, and I hope they will shortly add laundey and house work.”

—

There is nn amusing story—amusing, that is, to the reader —of
a guest at some Highland lodge, who overheard this dialogue be-

tween his ducal host and head er.
The Duke: ** Donald, young Lord——will go on the hill to-
day.”

Donald : ¢ Well, vour grace. is he to kill a stag, or have a shot
vr ouly see deer, or just go Tor a walk ¥

Long and terrible was the pzuse, and painfully excited the in-
terest ofthc listener, before, in grave, measured tones, the evidently
well-weighed and thought-out decision hailed his var :

«Well, Donald, you may just take him for a walk "
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