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seeking to get rid of the difficulty occasioned by men questioning opinions
long held sacred, by imputing to their questionings unworthy motives or moral
obliquity. It is quite truc that many of the questionings of our day have
their root in sin; many, in spiritual pride; miany, in presunîptious impatience
of authority; miany springing even froîn Ilie "'devilishi" del;ght of wounding
sacred feelings. But there are others which spring from a devotion to truth.
Somne men seemn born to doubt: niany min can only reachi rest through
tinrest

"X7ou call for faith : 1 show you doubt, to prove that faith exists. The
more of doubt, the stronger faith, 1 sas', if faitb o'ercoins doubt."

The moral unbelièvcr, tlîe xîîan who seeks iii unbelief a shelter for selfish-
nes% and sin, is not likely Io be convinced by any presentauion of truth. fis
hecart miust first be changed, and no defcnce of Gospel facts and doctrines,
however successful, wîll acconiplisli thrt. To such an onec we would say with
Browning-

W~hat think ye of Christ, friend ? WVhen
AIV's done and said,
1,ike you ibis Christianity or not?
It may be false, but wilI you wish it truc?
fias it your vote Io be so if it can? "

But the earnest doubter, the man who would believe, but whosc faith. is
face 10 face with offences, who would be at rest in religion, but cannot fmnd
resi bis whole mmnd unsetled in the conflict betweeen modern science and
Christianity-how is the Church going to treat such an one ? Surely she is
not, ostrich-like, going to bury lier lîead in the sands of old traditions, and
refuse 10 sec the niew facts and new thoughts; and new theories of modemn
times, and vainly imagine tlîat thus the citadel of orthodoxy ivill stand secure?
Shahl shc flot rather stand confident on the Rock on wbicli suCh was founded.
.- tbat Rock against which the billows of scepticismn and infidelity have beat
for eighiteen centuries, and beat in vain-confident that though many humnan
growths wbichi have sprung up arousid that rock and are clinging in their
weakness t0 it may be swept away, the Rock will stand? Assured*ly it
becomnes tbe believer to approacb aIl religious questions wiîlî reverent awe,
but surely not with craven cowardice. The spirit of Christianity is flot that
of "4fear " but of " a sound mind." It is no evidence of truth, no symbol of
confiden~ce, but only manifestation of uncertainty and fear, to shun conffict,
to evade aitack, 10 refuse investigation, because of difficulty and1 danger. We
dare not as Protestants refuse inquiry. Truth has nothing to fear from the
discoveries of ail the sciences, and surely it is Truth we wish to know and
hold. The Church has frequently been singularly unwise in the attitude she
bas adopted towards the restlessness of belief caused by modem thoughî.
A nman 'who has real faith neyer gets frightened when il is questioned, or
savage with hirm who questions, or even with him 'who rejects. Hurt rmay
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