
TUE JIUNCIIBACK 0F STRASBOURG. 14

The ribbon lie Voed 'oest
Aye glrnIed îuy muiddle srna';

~My vcry licart lap wi' ileliglut
To incet %vi' yoing Langrawr.

But Ilabsburn's batiks are green,
And Ilabsbîtt't's haugbis are fatir,

.And i :ne will please niy fatîter now
But llahsburn's doited bieir.

0 wluats bis gear to toc,
Ilis liolrns and liadden bmaw,

1'(1 rathier be Liiigr-ai's guid ivife
Thau, lcddy o' theui a'.

Now Annie, for thte luve
1 long bac bore to thee,

0 ye nuantii bîtsk yoîtrsel anud gang
AndI se Langraw for nie.

Taîke tItis lock of tuuy liair,
-e fotnd firewcell beside,

And tell lirrn Elle Scott tny dec,
But uder ha lab.3burn's bride.

TIIE 11UŽNCHBACK 0F STRASBOURG.

IN the dcparttncnt of the Bas-Rihin, riranice, and
flot mnote thati about two Ica-tics north of Stras-
bourg, lived Antoine Delessert, who farnicd, or
intcndcd fartingii, bis owti latid-about a ten-acre
Elice of 'tnatiounal' propcrty icili ltad fallen to
Iiiii, tiobody very wcll ktîew how, doritîg tîme
hiurly-bntrly of the great Revohitilon. Ile was
about five-,and.tliirty, a widiower, and biail one
child, likciicz natoed Antoitne, but fatiiliarly
known as Le Bossu (Rielb.tuclub)-a designation
derivcd, like bis ftlthcr's acres, front tîte Rcvolti-
tien, soiebody hiaving, during one of the carlier
and lix'clier episoîles o? that exciting draia,
thrown the poor hatle fellow ont of a ivindow in
Strasbourg, and brokie bis back. Mlien this hap-
peried, Anîtoine, père, was a jouynpeyroanferblan-
iuer (tituian) of that City. Sub.sequientlv lie
becaine an active, tboughi subordinate miember of
tlueloczailSa.lutlPublic; in vit-tue of whicb patriotie
functionhli obtained Les Près, the nanieof lbis
niagîiilleciit estate. MForking at luis trade was
now, of course, ont of the question. Farmning,
as everybodv knoivs, is a gcntletnanly occupation,
skili in wvbich, cornes by nature ; and Citizen
Delessert forthwitli betook litoseif, vith luis son,
to Les Pt-ès, itu thte fuIl belief tîtat lic liail stcpped
at once into, the dignified and dcliglutful position
o? thte ousted aristocrat, to ivhom Les Près baid
once belotuged, and wbosge haughty head he had
scen fil loto thte basket. But cuvions clouds
wuill darkien the briglutr-,t sky, snd the new pro-
prietor found on talCing possessionu o? luis quiet,
uniticunibercd dornain, that property bas its
pîtuges as wclI as pîcasures. Truc, there was
the land, but flot a plant, or a seed thereon or
thereiu, nor an agricultural inuplernent of any kiuud
to -work it witlu. The walls of the old ramubling
buse were standing, and the roof, except itu
about a dozen places, kcpt ont the ramn with sorne
auccess; but the nimble, unrespecting fingers of
prcceding patriots had cartied off not only every
vestige o? furnîture, usually so called, but coppers,
cisterui, pump, loeks, hinges-nay, some of the
vcry doors and witudoîv-fraunes I 'Delesscrt was
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profonindly diseontented. Ile reinarked to Le
IBossu, nuw a sharp hid of sonie ti*elve ycars of
age, that lie was at last convinced of the entire
trth of' lus cousin floisdet's freqîtent observatien
-that. the Ilevolution, glorkots %a4 it nuiglit be, liad
been staýined and dishioouîred by naîîy siatnoiul
excesses; an admîission .'whlih the son, -tith kccu
reinembrance of bis conuptilsory flighit from the
windov, savagely cndorsed.

'Peste!' exclhined the nucw proprictor, aftcr a
lengtlicocd and painXul examnation of' the dilapi-
dations and gencr':l nalccdness otf bis estte-' thîs,
isecnibarrassitic. Citizen Destouches wis right. I
niust raise nioncy uipori the propCrty, to replace
wlîat those brigiinds have carricd ol 1 Ishuipi rc-
quire threc tholusand fr-ancs at the-very lenst.'
*The calculation wvas dispiriting; and afier a

niglîtu lodging on the bare floor, dainply cnvelop-
cd iii a few old sacks, the financial horizon did
not look one whit less glIooiuy inii te oyca of
Citizen Delsessert. Destotîclhe, liesadly reflected,
was ant irooi-fisted uîotary-public, wbo lent noncy,
at exorbitant întercst, to distressed land-owners,
and was driving, people said, a tbriving trade in1
that way just noiv. Dis pulse niust, hiowever, be
feit, aud îooney be obtaioced, hiowevcr bard the
terîns. This was nnistakably evident ; and wîth
the conviction tuggitîg at bis lueart, Citizen De-
lessert took bis pensive way towards Strasbourg.

'You gtuesq rny errand, Citizen Destouchcs?'
said Delessert, addrcssing a fliinty-fitccd maan of
about biis own a-e, ini a sinal rooui of Nuinéro 9,
Rute l3ccliard.

'Yes-noney: how touei?
Three tbonsand frincs is rny calculation.
Threc thooisand francs! You arc not afraid

o? opetiing your uîuoiut, 1 sec. Thrce thousand
fr;iies' bînniipl! Sccurity, ten acres of rniddling
land, uncniltivatcd, aîud a tunible-down luotise 1.
title droit de qui11o(iue. It isa risk,lbutlItlbiik
inay venture. Pierre Nadaud,' lie continued,
addressing a black-browed,' sly, sinister-eyLd clerk,
draw a bond, secuircd tîpo Les P>rès, auid the

uippurtenances, for tbree tluousand francs, witli
interest at ten per cet.-

' Morbleu!1 but that is farnons interest!' lai-
terjected Dclessert, thouigl tirnidlv.

Payable quarterly, if deinanded,' the noftry
contintied, without heedling bis client's observa-
tion ; witb power, of course, to thle cder to sli,
if ncessary, to reinburse bis captital, as well as
ail accruing dommages-intérêts!'

The borrower drewv a long breatb, but. only
muttered: 'Ab, well; no matter! Wc shalI
,work bard, Antoine and 1.'

The legal documeant wuus soon fornially drawn;-
Citizen Delessert signed and seaIed, and ho had
only uuoi to pucli the cash, which the notary
placed upon thec table.

'Ah ça! ' lie eriÈd, eyeing the roll of paper
proffrcrd to bis Rcceptatice with extrerne disguat.
'It is uxot in those chiffoîîa of assignats, is it,,thlît
1 ain to receive tbree thousand francs, at teru per
cent?'

"My fricnd,' rejoined the notary in a tone of
greât sevcritY, 'take. care what yotu say. The
offe.ice of deprcciating tbe credit or-raouaey of
the Republi os a grave one."-

' Wlo should know titathbetter than, 1ý'promptly
rcplied 1Qcles8ert. '-The paper-rnoneyý of.our glo-
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