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supplying our needs, cultivation nîust be
extended until that end is atta,,ined."

To the question, is flot the fertile por-
tion of thîe earth taxed to, almost its fuill
capacity, M.L Comettant replies by quoting
froni a statistical work recenil> published
by M. Ravestein, in whichi it is stated:

(a) That the population of the globe is
one and one hiaîf billions.

(b) Thlat the total area of the earth is
made up of :28 million square miles of
fertile land, 14 million square miles of step-
pes, and four million square miles of desert.
'Plie fertile portion is capable of supp)ort-
ing 207 persons to a square mile. While
a square mile of steppes can supply the
needs of 10 l)ersons.

1,Silice," lie says, Ilthe fertile areas, of
the earth can support at least six billions of
people, let us exact this fromn themi and
ail our social ilîs ivill be banishied forever.
WeT may anîend laws as we wvill, reformi
existing institutions, multiply benevolent
societies. Trîese steps will be offly pallia-
tives. The evils wili continue to exist so
long as the supply of food is flot increased,
whichi is at present insufificient to, satisfy
th.- wants of the hunian race. Agricul-
ture alone, extended over the whole earth,
can remedy existing evils, and ensure the
happiness of mankind.»

But by what mearis it niay be asked,
can mien living in the too crowded districts,
be induced to relinquish old associations,
and go to a foreign country for the purpose
of opening Up new homes? Man is a
social animal, as we are told, and does
not like to separate froni bis fellows. It
requires considerable courage to encounter
tle triais of opening up) a new country.
M\,oreover, every person lias flot an apti-
tude for cultivating the soi], and besides
miuch mioney would be required te,
establishi oneself in a new land. To the first
objection, M. Coniettant, replies : "Whien
one is enable te gain a livelihood in a
particular region, lie doos îîot hesitate to
cut loose froni old associations, nor is hie
loathe to leave friends %wliozare powerless
to save hini froni endlcss mnisery. If it
would require great courage te, face the
hardships of a liew% country, hoiv' much,
miore would lie need to, bear almost cer-
tain distress at home.'

The second objection, that ail mien
have flot a taste for farmiing, is met by

citing the resuit of a practical test.
IlThe Foreign Office receiîtly publishied

a report of tlie English consul at Buenos
Ayres relative to, the attempts at coloniza-
tion made by the Jews in the Argentine
Republic. Thesé attempts were followed
by great success. In eighteen mionthis
out of the .5o million francs placed at the
disposai. of the Society by Baron Hirsch,
i riimillion have been expended and 3000
coloiess have been permanenfly settled.
Although for the most part coflilosed of
artisans, the new settler s have cultivated
16,ooo hectares. Haîf of which is devoted
to the culturc. of cereals, and the remain-
der to raising live-stock."

NLv Comettant not only points out a
remedy, but also, shows how it may be
applied. For such an enterprise having
for its object the extinction of poverty and
the prevention of its consequent evils
daily becoming more formidable, liun-
dreds of millions would be given by the
rîch, the viriter thinks, with pleasure.

He suggests that an international con-
gress purely economic and philanthropic
be held for the purpose of placing the
fertile areas of the earth at the disposal of
those who would cultivate them. These
areas should be granted to, intending
settlers with aIl the rights of private pro-
perty, on the sole condition that they be
worked by those to whorn they were
given.

The international congress should
decide that aIl nations represented at this
august ascemnbly, offer te the poor of tlîeir
respective countries the opporturiity of
procuring homes of their own. Along
Nvith a portion of land the intending
settler should receivesufficient food te keep
hini and bis family until sucli timie as lie
wvould be in a position to supply liiself.
Moreover hie should be given agricultural
impleinents, aninials for reproduction, a
dwelling, the necessary furniture, suitable
clothing and free transportation to the
country in which lie would desire to,
settle.

I'hose who would furnislh the enorîîî-
ous sums of mioney requircd wvould
be those who, have nmore tlian is
sufficient to, keep) theni. These sumns
,ývould be raised by nîcans of an imi-
post on the -revenue and capital of the
rich. This impost for the purpose of


