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Aly abhorrence of Moloch worship is not diminished. but rather in-
creased, by my belief that parents often throw their children into the
red-hot arms of the image conscientionsly.  ‘The Inquisition is rendered
none the less sickening by the certainty that many of its agents felt that
in acting the purt of incarnate devils they were doing God service.

And here, also, let me warn the reader against a tendency which
Baptists sharc with others, but which in Daptists is more stultifying
than in others, towards a blind hero-worship of certain religious teachers
of the sixteenth century. Why, it is no uncommon thing to hear Bap-
tist orators descant upon the virtues of these leaders in language which,
nominthus mutatis, might properly be applied to the apestles ! and that,
100, when these very men would not have hesitated to urge our exter-
mination by fire, sword, or water, if we had been their contemporaries,
as they did urge the extermination of our brethren in Christ, and
some of whose moral teachings were highly objectionable.  Let us
test the tites of popular religious heroes to our adoration. In so far
as they apprehended the Spirit of Christ, and manifested this Spirit in
their words and in their deeds, let us honor them. If, however, we
find contemporaries who more perfectly apprehended Christ, and who
w.ore perfectly manifested his Spirit in word and in deed, let us not
hesitate to make these our heroes, although they may not have drawn
to the suppert of their cause the unregenerate mighty of this world, and
although they may have been hunted down like wild beasts by the men
who, on the theory that might makes right, are generally regarded as
the great champions of the truth.  Chsist did not convert men by
nations, neither did Pawl.  Afohammed and Charleimagne did. Hib-
maizr did not make Protestants by nations.  Lutler did.  Clirist mede
individual camest Christians.  Charfemagie made hypocriies and
cringing slaves to external forms.  Hwbmaier made, with divine help,
sclf-sacrificing Christians.  Luther made self-indulgent Protestanis !

We need not apply at length this third method of considering our
subject. .\l the world recognizes the fact that the Protestant revolu-
tion of the sixteenth century forms a most important factor in the
working out of our modern civilization and enlightenment, with its
frcedom of thought, freedom of specch, freedon: of the press, with its
spiritual religion as opposed to a religion of dead forms, with its apos-
tolic missionary endeavor as opposed to medizeval religious conquest-
This we never weary of rejoicing in and thanking God for. Nay, I
maintain that the fundamental principle of the Protestant revolution
was the emancipation of the human mind {ram human authority, far
as this was from being conscinusly recognized by the Protestant lead rs.




