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8 TIIE MOUNT ALLISON

ACADEMIC CAZETTE. Jonx,

[

most neatly related 10 the wellbeing of the human family, will if thore
thoughta bo intclligibly ultered, wield vast influcnce over men, and pro-
duce grand resulta, ‘T'o b n powerful thinker demanda that which no
eduration can impati——a ative rangs of cspacity far ahave the average
tevel of mental endowment. To thie height 1t may not ba in your
wer Lo soar, yet there can ho no department of carthily duty into which
*rovidence may conduct you where you will not be puvileged ta carry
a skilful viguur, a precision snd direciness of atm, 2 readineas and afltu-
ence of mental resource whieh will give you vast sdvantago over thaze
othriwire yadt cpoali, it Vienitoin of tho power; intellectuat colture
tmparts, g’nr ean the supogintity 1o which education faizea you abore
the untutated maes of menkind fa1} W inveat you with & large degreo of
inflaence, the just exercisa of which must confer much benefit upon such
ae may bo suljected thereto, and much allowsble gratification to yours
solves, .
But though mental cultivation ia its own “exceeding grest rowanl,’
and an a rource of exalted pleasure 1a Jughly to be prized, yrt ought it
nover to bie furgotton that education 1a all ite forme and .h.gnju is only
a moans 1o an cnd beyond itself.  Tte proper aitn ta to qualify its subject
for tho cffectiva dischargo of all hiin dutice—to liis Creator—to his fellowa
and o himself developing and discipliming the montal and morsl fac.
ulticas alding M 1o chersh nght fecling, ta think justly, to trason
soundly, to choone trisely, to mct with promptitude, nnd with poraceer-
auce 10 putsus & properly selectod course,  With the higher moral sims
of education, na they ditectly bear upon sn immortal exisience, § shail
not specially deal—=though yau will do well to remember that they infine
itely transcend in importance all athers—to the pormiblo achicvements of
the mental powers atrengthened by careful traning, 1 shall bricfly refer.
Young Ladics and Gentlemen, tnany eyea will bo dirccted towanl you
in your futuro course, watching for the fulfilment of the promise of your
eatly youth. Aged parcnta slowly moving towanls the shadows of tho
deathevallor, who noted with sucli delight the fitat dawning of the un-
¢ ererrchmn

‘ fold,h’z_inlellr =who seathiSens tog=nVin FAYINGA
m‘;’t tho cosl of hroken slumbora and dreary days of ansious toil and care,
when

yout health or happiness demanded the sacrifico—aged parents
living their lifs over again in yours will steain their failing vision to ob-
sorve your progrexs.  Hrothers amdd Bisters, themselves the heads of
femilice will ind room in their hoarte for sympathy with yout pursuits,
snd lolrure to rocal the momorics af former dnya when fn panionable
rnli-lily they rezarded theie book-loving playmate & prodigy of know-
odga, * wondering that ono small head could hold so tmuch”—they
will oxult in your success justifying their predictions on your Lehalf.
The founders of those institutions will ncvor loso their Interert in you
and in your futuro well-being will resp high campensation for the munifi-
cence which presented to their country theso noble Halls, “I'ho diligent
faculty who with praisoworthy enthusinsm presided over your studies
and judiclously guided them to honourablo results, wall expeet you to do
honour to your Alna Mater by bearing your part in tho great struggle
of the world with courageous catncatness and enlightened skill. You
will sympathize with oach other, nnil upon the wide atona of active jife
renew tho genorous rivalry which inspirited your efforts when together
You strovo within yonder clossio walle. Your country, psnting to gain
a moro oxalted position, conscious of porscasing resources of navional

_ groatness vast but undereloped, with a gratid, though undafned outline

of a splandid fiittiro looming up tn tho distance dimly before het kind-
ling cy», demands from you, her cducuted children, tho oblest scrvices
by which it may be possiblo for you to advance her interests,

You may repudiate theso claims.  You may disappoint those just
oxpectations.  You may dream your life away in listiess, ignoblo aloth.
You may bury tho talents you ought to improve.  Deaf td~tho csll of

| patriotism ; and dead to the stirring impulscs which are urging our race

moro swiftly than ever before along tho pathway of high intellectual
development, yeu may grovel and wallow jn the mire of low worldlincss
on the roadside of progressive communitics, melancholy mementoes of
aimlcss and inscnsible sluggardom. Or with a Gerco activity, fatal to
your own peace, and pernicious to your country, yout may wickl the
weapons sharpencd and polished by cducational discipline in defence
of injustice and wrong, or in perpetration of villany and fraud, possibie
only tg a cultivated understanding, permitting lawlens passion to subsi-
dizo infcllectunl power, thus perverting ta incaleulable ovil faculties in-
tended for tho achieverent of inconceivable good. Your fature course
may actualizo these poseibilities, but at the peril of all you hold precious
both hero and hereafter.  1'ar different, however, are the hopes fondlly
ontc{taincd of you—far different we trust will prove 1o be tho ultimato
reault.

Your walks through lifo will be widely divergent; but in whatsoever
direction your porsonal choice, or an overmiling Providencs may deter-
mino your energics, you will not, it is hoped, be content with undistin.

guished mediocrity.  You, fair young country-women, will he ntmrkd
from participation in tha turbulent bustle and strife of the outer world—
your ministrations wil! perform their gentle and hallowing functions in
the sanciuaty of home. Over all the domestic relationa it will be your

rivileged ot to shod the soficning and purifying influences of thoss
oving and bleesing aympathica which God hasimplanted in your heatts,
which cducation has refined, snd which religion will sanctify. Some
of you, young gentlemen, will devote your stiention 1o the cultivation
of the soil—~a noble occupation, full of nobie opporiunitics for the stuldy
of uatured suience end the applicstion of ity !nlnnlluipnncirlw Lot
of you will seek fortune in tereantile putsuits which perform so prom.
inent a pait In tho genees! advancement of mankind ; in wineh w]\ilo
you subserve your own intereste, you will extentd the industial r'rl'allom
of your country. A patt of yout number will seek 1o multiply the
ecanty manufartures of the and, 1o enrich it with the roducts of native
akill, instesd of laviching them upon the soil of an alicn flag. Others
will seck honourable distinction in forenaie conteats, in which philesopbie

cncralization seil keen-cdged logic may fit some of you o o entohed
n tho the apotless ermine of the kigh minded judge, Anothee claea
from your raukn will look for emolumens and delight in the piactice of
the healing art, in which the most exalted revelationa of acicnce, and
tho purest cmot-ons of the phifanthroplsl may combine fot tho alleviation
of humnan suflering.  And yet another class, summoned by the will of
Cod, and the voico of his Church to minister at the altars of Religion,
will consecrate 1o the lofiieat concetns of mankind all their endowments
of mind and of heast. The supporicts of theso Taatitutions are moder-
ato in their requests whea they ask you to takos place in the front mnk
of the enetgetic men who will make their native lend favourably known
among all civilized nations. ‘They would remind you that while the
heaven-created gilt of genius may not b within your pasecssion, the
almost miraculous achisvements of weildirmetald, perssvering diligence
are quito within your reach, Every lhlng‘uliﬂgyil:y”ua{ﬂ?:zhl‘l ]
and persoverance, they expsct from ve= =77 '

Tt may e, novertheless, that the glorious gift of genius slumbers In
somo unconscious saul hefore me—a gift that fully unfolded might give
to tho Church a Chalmers, 8 Watson or n lali—to our legislatire
Chambers, a Webater, or a Pecl—to the Muses, » transatlantic Lyre of
not inferior compsss and mclody to thase which deathlers Latds have
strung in our f-l“wrlmd—lo the bright constelirtions of Hielory, stars of
unwaning lustre—to the 8cicnces, namos not unworthy to ho emblazoned
on the ihiustrioua roll of fame.  + 8tir up the £i of God within you.”
Bo sll that your Creator hinth given capacity tobe. Provo that co{onhl
skics shed no baneful influences upon the Anglo-8axon mind., To
posacss an aflluent heritage from a mighty sace in the splendid English
language, tich in tho sublimest contridutions from every cultiyated
tongue, richer in magnificent productions of tho vigorous Ssxon ﬁc!-
ect.  Waste not the ram’mony of your fathers! Educated hen S@ne-
times lament that smiil the engrossing concerns of common life they cane
not retain theirintimacy with the branches of Acedemic atudy—they te-
gret it on an ampossibility,  In auch a connection, blot that word {rum
your vacabulary—it is tho ples of unmanly sloth, or the evidence of misar-

rangod timo anyd desyltory cffort.  \Vhat stability ean that stsucture be.

supposcd 1o posscss whoso foundstion is permitled 10 crumble. away 1.
What pogress in- filomtore or
clementary principles to fado from his memory 1 126 gives falnt promise
of future cxcellenco who permita past ocquirements to bo forgotton.
Some of the busicst of men, who have taken great historic parta in the
cvents of their time, such as Fox and Pitt and Burke and Canning and
Wealey and Webster, never lost their relish for tho studics of thelr
youth, or forgot the way to those perennial springs, at which in catlier
days, they quenched their mental thirst. Fmt such goblo exsmples
inapiro you with generous ardour to emulato their deeds.

Whaterer the future may have in store for you~—whatever eminenco
you may sttain in the pilgrimage of life, you will never forget this trane
quil village. Thoso Acsdemic Halls—your ingenuous minds will never
censc to srcognise the benefits confezred upon you daring your residenco
here~your grateful hearts will never repndiato the claims which theso
Institutions have upon your earnest and hiberal support.  Nor will you
in sfter times refuso to acknowledge tho tics which connect you one
with the other—you will cheer each other onward amid common stiug.
gles—you will rejoico in cach other's succeases; and oft while life is
spared to you will, I doubt niot, tuen asido from its heat and dusty ways
to rofresh your apirita in literary followship at recurring anniversaries
of theso auspicions days. Young Ladics, Young Gentlemen, ardently
desiring for you n carecrof incurable usefulness and elevated happiness,
remembering that with other youth scattored throughous other cduca-.
tiona} cstablishisents, you are tzc hopu of your country and of the Church

of the Living God, 1 bid you God Speed!
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