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For 1>rosl)ecttuà ai Itili inforniation, adIdress:
iiiade throngzh the Manager of thc ILtnk of WM. BENNIS01ý

Biritisha Northa Ainleric.î. Ro.slanid. B. C.

In an irticle on the Ilritit olî:baAak
bouýndtr% question. Allan IB. Siatison. (if W~îigo
olitnes thec dainis of the t. nited States. He says:

"Sucla oîfficers of the geological suryci *1-lii c
been oiticially intercsted in the dispute 0% or tlic
Alaslkan boîindary express surprise that tlîe c-ontra-
vers' lias developeci no new feýtturc' itttin rte past
tiarce tnonths. he 'lîvere ivarranistcd, iliev think. hi'
the following facts:

"Boti gîernnments îrst otfiIllî cCI.glîized tlîc
,dispute lv .agreecing to survev. hl'l lointly. tlîe land
thiroti.glî îvlncl tue fine înaiist run. This agreenient
-as et'fec.teà bv the liIon. Miliael H. lierbert. theit
clialrre d'.tiï.at.r, oif the I;r!tislt iîa. and .11o"n %V.
Foster. Our î;ecretarV if 5tatc. in a convention
concludeid Julv 22. 1 &) 2. 7Tls ccîaîcnticnl

allot cd tiia cr for th%: purp. .se ot the -urvcy.
reckoiig frontî tlîe appropriation b> bath gui'ern-
mTentb oi thte itinnes required. aitiut $iO cadli.
wliîk Il [,Crit l îîoid h. c C1lapsed NO% lliiîer 2ý. 184.
Il voni bctaiîie ci ident that thec tsic set ap'art ivas
in-ufili-ient for thc pîirpoce. anîd *tie two- niations
tiacrefore a'grecd. tîtrouglIi the pre,:aît liritisît ainba5-
sador andi secretary (,resiatiii. tu es.teid a t.> Deceîî-
1ber >i. ()n.>î tîte occaion of tic surve%. the con-
vention proviuied, ilie coinuiiston aipoilted f.îr the
purpose shlil report tue result ta flic twvu .,crerti-
ients. Thlis the topograpliers of theui v*s~ic
lias I>cei dconc. 'Tlîe higli contracting parties agree
that as soon as practicable after the reports of tîte
coiiissioner5 shahl have heen re.-ciî'ed,'tlîe report
of tic conîvention re.ids, 'tîte% %%idI vrocecu ta con-
sider andcsi ablisli tlîc botindar-'line in question.'*
That neitlier goverincnt lias toinplied m ith tbis
latter requtreîxent %n ita eleel suio)nthîs a.ter the
colipletion of ic euri ey. tisitiîtlthat IÇIi.solls tîle
suirprise aliong tlie officers. of the >Ur-. y.

"Altbou-,h unaccounteci for b) tne Nuri Cv. titis
delay is capable of îîîanv explaiîations. Sir julian
i>aturnccfote. tlîe British ainbts>.tdor. lias been author-
izcd ta subinit, to aur goiernînient a hiropozItIon for
gena'ral arbitration betn*een the tuo nation,. andi it is
not impossible tlîat the Alaskatî coiîtrovers: is bus-
pendîxl bv mutuai consent until such proposali na>
bcentier acccpted or rejecteci. 'h iiîay»ibe deemeci
inacivisable to enter in upon surit a seconîd contra-
vcrsy hefore tlîe Venezuela botindary is dctermnîied.
An approaching national clection in the Unitedî
States and the Aiedan emîbroglio iii E drape- may
have mnade publication of the report of the comiinL;e
sion untintely, especiai 'ly s0 if there are ana.terial
diffcrences in the conclusions tic surieying« parties
have drawn. Finally, the nîat.'r nia) have suffereci
simply froni a tact, of attention due cither ta the
absence of tîte ambassador froin Washington or ta
tlae occupation af. both embassy and ýstate depatînent
in other affairs.

«'Coupling the hciglitened public interest in dis.
putes of this sort excited by the Presidents Vent.
zuelan message xei) the inquirywhich notice of delay
in this matter is sure to excite, the Urne seemns ta

require a preciie stateinciat ',f tlîe ntature of the
Akit coiitroversv and thie positin inisi hi tlîe
imatter noi sttds.

"Alaska ma, originall' a RZussiali po,;sessioni. ltý.
boundary v.was deteriianiieci hi a convention asseibled
at St. Pectersburg, wliere repreeIstatives front Great
Britaîn and RiZstsii liad asseibleci to discuss two
mnatters, Tite iirst %vas te Russian claini of 182i t<>
doininioiî uicr tlîc 'î'iole northern l>acillc. and the
second. and dits %vas quite tlîe secondary object af the
conference. icas to agrce upon a Iboîîndary h)etiveen
Brnitisht Columbiîia and Alaska. Thesc represemîtatives
detined the lîoundary as follows:

"Coiiîi.ienicitig front the soîitlernmnost point oif the
island called Prince of WValcs island, %vlticli point lies
in tlie parai 1IcI Of 54 degreeb 4lo mîinutes north latitude
and bctweeîî the î2ist anîd i3rd degrees of wvest
long-itude inieridian of Greeinwich>. the said i ne shahi
ascend to tîte nortla Mon, the clîainel caîlecl Port-
lanîd chiannel. as far as tlîe point of the continent

î'hreit trke, Ue ~tl dgrec of north aInde. and
frotth .i t î.icnt.onied point tîte line ut demîarcatioui
sliait follow the suliiinîit of thc liiouiîtains situlated
paralel tu tie .uast as far as the Poinit of inîtersectioni
of thie ist dcg-ree of wvest longiude (of tlîe siMile
inceridian). i' in.-ily. front tlîe point of intersectvmn
tîte said àneridian line of the itist dcgree, in its pra.
longation ;t- far as the frozen oce an.

"IV. \Vith -eference îo tlie hue oif deiarcation
laid dowvn in the preccding article it is undenstood.

-First -Thtat tie island calleci l'rince of Wales
island shiall wholIs beloiîg to Russia. (Non' bv'
cession to the Uýni ted States.)

IISecond -That îî'iietei'er the suîîînitit of the
mouiiiatrns uhlich extend in a directiona parallel ta the
coast froin the 56th degrce of north latitude ta the
point af intersection ta the 1.4ist degrce of 't'est longi-
tude shail prove ta be at the distance of more than
ten marine leagues (about thirtv-tive miles) front
ocean, thle lintiit betwn'e tue British possessions aîîd
the line of coast iwhich us ta ba.iong ta Rtussia as aboi'e
înentioned (tîtat is tu sa>. the limit ta tlîe possessions
of the United'Statesj shaîl be fanied by a line parai.
Ici ta thie %vinding af the caast, andi which shall neyer
excecci the disanuce of ten marine leaî'ues tlherefroiti.*'

'-These particular specificatians %vere probably
pîcked upon. because the only map before thc diplo-
mîats in session at St. Pe>tersbtirèy, a map executed b>'
Explorer Vancouver, niarked clearly a range ai
mou'utains gcncrally-parallel ta the coast and always
îi'ithin tîte ten miarine leagues specified, Matrnakers
ai that day. bath Britisht and Russian-, approximated
the line as it is now niarked on Amnenican maps, and

whe it 867Alsk bei'i~iaAieintiii po session,
it was; generaily agieed- that.thè speific termsýof tue
treaty pieèluded iny cantrbvérsyaýver,àts baundary.

"Se 'venteen vcars aiter the, cession ta the United
Statesoi Russian Arnericz, howevei, the Crinadiati
gavernrnent publislied a.îmap in which it first anriaun-
ccd iwsposition ta chalieng the. aid apzaxitnated
line. The long straight line fram Mt. bt. E lias to
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the fro,;cn ocean, titat %laich bounds the greater part
of Alaska, %vas unchaiîgcd, but the short curvcd line
wvhich separates the southerninost partion of the terri-
tory front 13ritiilCçoluimba wa altered % ery inaterially.
Bleginning fifty-seven miles nearer the open sea than
in the carlier mnaps, the Canadizins miarked the line as
a1ýccndin g lchni cliannel, niot Portlandl channel. as
speciîh.d( in the treaty. and alience g-cnerally north-
ward. convurging sliortlh with the older Iine. Trhe
ne%' botindary operated,. of course, ta dîiinînisli Alter-
ican possess.ions and to increase tîtose of Great
Britain. A second mail further extending Britishî
Columibia %va, promulgated iniî$' and a tOÙ d,
operating- in thc saine minner, appenred only a Iew
mlonthsý a-0.

'-I f the I.trd> allected b: the latter inaps ias a
barrei %vaste. as-. iption of titi- thereto b% another
iat'un should provoke a thorough contcst of the

cl.îiiî, bqct ti. land i, tnt valuele., Cedars. >pruccs
and pilles abc und ricarer tie coast and are reason-
ably supposed to cover ail the his and! inountair5
inland \aiil tio.rd>. that reach their nav far
into thý3i2 tiimb.:r dtiî are bnr...e he iclst

river and I.,.n. taa r% re>)ect.Itt 337 ;8 Scet and
i,;ý fect decp àt the point Of inter,ctioll. But illýt:
iiart.at~ of .at. the wvhole regi,în near *luneau. thesite ofthe f.iinou>.Tcd" ~lImn.i nd pat
of B3ritish Columbia. and înilitîg ài~d eçporting- gold
front the adjacent gold ielr- wvill tcî~.therefore.
if tht. claini ko'd'.. a LIritisli. not an Aincrican,
industry.

-Althoughi Great Vritmiîn lias iîJ:no other con-
tention than the publication of diiese maps. that bas
proven suiiicieiît tu pro% okze stroin aîs'.e on the
subject frnin Presideiît Grant and resiionstrantes
froni îiiany other pairtzs of the couintry. and to deveupq
anr interest ini the question which reýulted tinallv in
the agreemnt for a survey. to %vhich reference %vas
mnadeat the begining of this article.

«Iln bni, the îî'hole inatter hangs upon the reports
of these stircsing %.omtnisbioner,. It a1 hlamn of
moutitains sintilar to that on the Vancouver nîap
exists. the line is casily determined, but the absence
of sucli a range will t.ompel the adoption af the alter-
native providcd in thc trcaty. If this latter course is
unavoiciable, nve mnust determinc the -.ctuaI coast line.
ain the Alaskan coast line is more jagged and broken
than. that of Scandinavia. That part coi'ered hy the
treaty is alone equal ta the caast line af aIl other
partso ai e United States. A boundarv actu-illy par-
allci ta such a, coast is decidedly imipos"sible.

"In any eetteaerbage"of a joint convention
ta consider the reports of the surveying commission-
ers is unavoidiable. TÉhen the Uine will be considered
aud disposed of'accarding to the specific ternis of1 the
treaty. It is hardly probable that the convention 'til
approve the assumption that the tr-eaty specifies one
channel white expressly naming another."
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