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THE PUREBT NONSENXSE,,
T is most absurd to imagine that Canada would' be
in any respect benefitted by amnexation to the
United States, or by even the less close connection
implied by a ocommercial Zollverein. The only
poesible way in which Capads conld obtain advantage
from the markets of the United States is precisely the
way whioch the Government of that country will take
good care not to offer to us. If we could retain our
present tariff and genefdl sdale of taxation, and still
have free aocess to the markets of say forty millions
of consumers, Wwe could compete—aye, and sucoess-
fully compete—with their heavily taxed manufac-
turers. This they know full well; and the wealthy
fnterests involved have quite politiczl power enough
to prevent any genersl sweeping away of ocustom
houses between us and our peighbours, unless we
agree to leave customs and internal taxes on & scale
similar to theirs. The competition under present
circumstances would, from their point of view, be
sltogether an unequal one, and thiey are not the peos
ple to make a bargain so apparently hostile to their
own interests. It might be possible to megotiate a
treaty admitting into the States such of our products
as are absolutely required, and on which there can
be no question of doubt that the consumers pay the
duty that goes into the U. 8. Treasury.

For instance, our Jumber will find a market in the
United States at whatever price our lumberars ohoose
to ask. That is to say, if only a certain amount of
lumber were got out this winter, and the owners of it
decided—snd remained firm to their decision—that
they would not sell except for s particnlar prices
there is no doubt the price in the United States would
be governed by the price established here, and would
be sufficient to pay duty, and a profit besides, to the
dealer. Of ocourse, if a surplus were got out and
thrown on the market by weak holders, there might
be a heavy decline, and, for the moment, prices seem
to be regulated by the will of the cansumers: but this
would not last long. The pripe having fallen to an
upnprofitable point, our lumberers would get out less,
some of them, perbaps, notbeina position to get out
nearly the usual quantity; and the following season,
the supply being short, or, at all gvents, not in excess
of the demand, prices would advance to the point at
which there would be profit to all ned. 8o

it 2 heavy burden, even our share of it, which would
be about treble our preeent public debt. We would
find that &ll our visions ot prosperity to be obtained
under the stars and etripes were simply delusions,
and however the United States might gain in terri-
tory, wealth and digoity, that we had sold ourselves
exceedingly cheaply.

And it must not be overlooked that, politically, we
should be atill greater losers by giving ourselves over
to demoocrscy. - There will be corruption to some
extent wherever thero is party government; but there
is no country where there is more ot it than in the
Unpnited States; and. offivial dishonesty.is so. common
a8 hardly to call for remark from those who have
anything to do with politics. We do not mean to
assert that a demooratic form of government is neces-
sarily sccompanied by eorruption, but we do say that
the pnrtioulu form of it which exists in the United
States is undoubtedly marked by the most unblushing
politioal profligrey, and it will be a sorry day for our
Dominion when anything tempts us to ask for annex-
ation, no matter how promising that temptation may
appenr.

ABOUT OUR FISHRRIES,
HE Minister of Marine and Fisheries, the Hon.
Mr. Mitohsll, has recently issued his annual re-
port of the operations of his Department for 1868.
The report contains & good deal of matter relating to
the organization of the Department, not of much
interest to the general public. The reports of the
1nspectors of Fisheries for Nova 8cotia and New
Brunswick, and the Province of Quebec, however,
oontain much valuable information in regard to our
fisherios in their respective distriots, as also the re-
aiarks of Mr. Samuel Wilmot, of Newoeastle, Ontario,
whoeo breeding establishment is now under Govern-

ment control, and well deservés to be sustained. .

Mr. Wilmot points out very clearly the causes which
bave led to 8o many of our Canadian streams be-
coming denuded of fish, the greatest injury being
done by means of nets, and the taking of fish during
the spawning season. These evils he speaks out very
strongly against, and there can be no doubt that the
Government are now tully alive to the importance of
carrying out the law in this respect, and are deter-

that, on the average, it js evident that the consumer
in the United States must pay the duty on our lumber,
ocollected by his Government.

With regard to another articlg of hrge export from
Cansds to the United States, namely, batter, it will
be seen, on due oonsideration, that the duty is paid
not by our farmers, but by the people of Baston, New
York, or elspwherg. who are in the habit of spreading
it on their bread as “ Vermont Dairy.” It will be
found by observation that, generally speaking—there
are exoeptional years, but on an average of seasons—
the price of butter, both here and in the United
Statas, is regulated by the price in the English mar-
Kketa. Consequently,as we will not ship to the United
Btates if we oan dispoge of our butter more profitably
in England, American buyers muet give us our price
or go without. And paying us our price, they must
also pay the duty levied on it when it enters the United
States. No sane Canadian would send butter to New
York or Boston unless he felt certain of beiog able to
realize not merely the same price he gould get in
Canads, but that price plus duty; freight, commission,
and s margin for extra profit. And s0o we might go
on through a list of the articles we now export to the
United States.

The truoth of this doctrine of political economy is
being slowly recognized by our neighbours: and it is
poseible that:just as soon as they can afford to do with
smaller revenues than they now find it esary to

ined to prc te all those who violate it if they can
be detected. Mr Wilmot mentions another way in
which great havoc is made among that fine fish, the
trout. That is, by persons cutting holes in the ice in
winter aud catching them. Not only should these
fish not be taken throughout the winter months, but
during that time they are more voracious than at
other sensons, and will eagerly take any kind of bait.
This winter fishing i most destrnotive upon trout,
and in many parts of Ontario, where the trout is the
only really good fish to be found in the streams, tho
community ought to aid the Government in pun-
ishing those who break the fishery laws in any
particular.

We are giad to observe, from the report of Mr. W.
H. Venning, the inspector for Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, thiat the means faken by Government to
protect the fish in those Provinces are proving suc-
cessful. It is claimed by the inspector that the num-
ber of fish in the waters under his supervision is now
increasing, wheress & few years ago, when little or no
attention was paid to the matter, the streams were
fast becoming depopulated. In this view he is sus-
tained by Mr. Roger, who gives his experience whilst
inspecting the principal streams of Nova Scotis. This
gentleman complains bittarly of the wanton way in
which fish have been destroyed in that Provinee, but
oonsiders that the prepent machinery in force to pnt
down the wicked slaughter of fish in the spawning

raise, they will be willing to enter into & commercial
‘treaty on the basis of the old treaty, but on no more
favorable terms to us.

With annexation, of course there would be treedom
of trade; but, afier a year or two, what would that be
worth? There would probably be am.adt¥ance in our
markets, and the advance might be per t; but

by p s, in the use of traps, spears and
nets,” will nicoeed in re-stooking the Nova Bootia
streams in five years. In the reports of these two
officers, the grievances of our eastern fishermen in
regard to American poachers, could hardly esospe
mention, and it must be admitted that they make out
& pretty good case for some action being taken by our

the profit would be only on stock on hand at the
time of making the change. Prices of everything
advanocing, it would immediately.begin to be more
costly to carry on business of any kind whatever.
Living would be dearet, labour would cost more, and
we shonld work st s disadv as pared with

Gov t to prevent the illegal encroachments of
American fishermen upon our fishing grounds. It is
certainly rather hard for Canadian fishermen to see
themselves almost elbowed off their own fishing
stations by foreigners who have no right there, whilst
the ﬂsh they oatch are shut out from the American

our present position. It we enter the United States,
we will not be_admitted on exoceptional terms. . We
will have to help pay the war debt, and we will find

t. exoept on payment of heavy duties. . This
state of things requires s remedy; and our Govern-
ment had better see to it promptly, or the sturdy fisher-
men of ‘the Maritime Provinces may lose reepect for

 powers that be,” which are either unwlmng or un:
able to protect them in the possession of their acknow-
ledged rights.

The result of the fisheries of Quebec during last
year, is well reported by Mr. Alfred Blais, the ovéri
seer. The year was, upon the whole, not & very
favourable one, the number of seals and maockerel
taken being less than in 1867. The number of seals
captared in 1868 is set down at only 848, whilst in the
previous season 10,410 were killed. The overseer says
« never before had this fishing proved such a failare.”
The ceuse given to account for this, was the preva.
lence of strong north-westerly winds which constantly
blew in March and April, driving the seals out of thé
Gulf., The mackerel taken only amounted.to 980 brls
against 2,974 in 1867. The herring fishery at the
Magdalen Irlands, however, was better than usual—
the catoh being double that of the previous seasoft.
The report gives the returna as follows:—

QUANTITY OF HERRING TAKEN.

Barrels.

In 1867, by the inhabitants.......... ... 8810
In1867.bystnngers..................... ,820
17 ) Jsﬂm
In 1868, bythelnhabitants 9066
In1868 by strangers. . teseesennse ... 29,960
Total...covieererrnnieensonnensnas.. 89,016

Summing up the result of the whole year's opera-
of the Quebec fisheries, tha value of the yield for 1868
is placed at $851,296, whilst in 1867 it was $1,070,623-»
falling off of no less than $419.328. The report of Mr,
Blais {8 quite interesting, and seems to indioate that
he takes great interest in the success of the fisheries
of Quebec, and, consequently, in the prosperity of the
hardy men and their families who follow that ha-
zardous calling.

Among a great deal of otber useful information con-
talned in this blue book, the Hon. Mr, Mitchell pro-
mises to bring & new and importsnt measure before
Parliament next session. - It will relate to the ehip-
ping of seamen and spyrentices in Canada. Itis
proposed to assimilate the laws upon this subjeot; and
to provide for the remuneration of shipping masters
by fees; the bill will a'so provide for the proper ex-
amination of persons as masters and mates, and the
granting of ocertifioates of competency. Up to &
recent period the British Government would not con-
sent to recognize any such certifioates granted by our
Government, and even the .master of his own vessel
could not proceed to sea from Great Britain. without
undergoing exsmination there. When Meesrs. Car-
tier and McDougall were in England, the Minister of
Marine got them to bring this matter before the
President of the Board of Trade, and the British
Government have now agreed to pass a measure
through the House of Commons to recognize Canadian
ocertificates in future. Mr. Mitchell’s bill will provide
that this examination of masters and mates shall
hereafter take place in Canads, and be of such &
character as the circumstances require.

THE JUNTA AND THE HORNET.
UR American cousins have something like an
Alabama oase on hand just now. The revolu-
tionists in New York, known as the Cuban Junts,
have, for some months, been plotting how they could
get a privateer aflioat to aid the Cuban insurgents by
preying upon Spanish commerce. For this purpose
they obtained possession of a vessel known as the
Hornet, s craft not of large size, but one which, when
well equipped, might have been a thorn in the side of
. Spain. This veesel sailed from Philadelphis a few
weeks ago, and. was shortly afterwards heard of at
Halifax, where she was detained by the authorities
on information that something was wrong. = After
an’ examination, however, the vessel was released, no
proof of anytbing wrong being found apon her, This -
' visit to the capital of Nova Scotia seems to have been
. part of the plan of the Cuban Junta, for, shortly
.after leaving Halifax, the Hornet was met upon * the
high seas”” by two other vessels,—one from the same
city as herself, having started before hér, and the
other vessel it is not sald where. From the ons
'vessel the Hornet shipped a number of formidablj-
looking seamen, and from the other:a complets
supply of arms and ammunition, As soon a5'this was.
satistactorily accomplished, & new and strange Hig
was soon run up to the breeze, which ‘proved,. o4
inspeotion, to-be that of the Cuban insurgents. Here
'was an dlabama all rigged, afloat, and ready for

. sotion,—one, t0o, which had come from an Amerigsn



