
LESSON I-January 5th, 1896.

The Forerunner Zf Christ. LuKE 1: 5-17.

(commilit to viciaory vcré;eq 15 and 10).

GOLDEN TEr: "Thou shalt, go before the face of the Lord te prepare Mis ways." Luke 1: 76.

PaRova THAT-We should prepare for Christ's coing. Isa. 40:- 3.

SHORTER ÇATECHISM. QUcst. 39. Wliat is tiie dut>' whick Gad rcquireth of man ? A.
The duty which God requireth of man is obedience to bis re\'ealed wilI.

LE-ssoN HvMrqS. Chldrels Hylinlal. NOS. 24 S, 249, 26, 2S.

DÂIL«Y PORTIONS. Mlonda>'. The Forerunner of Christ. Luk-e 1. 5-17. Tiesdlay.
A %'or-lrotis infancy. Luke 1: 59-66. Wednesa'ay. Prophecy of greatness. Luke 1: 67-8o.
Tlitr.çday. Service of the altar. Ex. 30: 1-10. Prida>'. The Lord's Messenger. Mal. 3:
1-6. Satzerda>'. Promise of Elijah. Mal. 4. Sabbatit. Christ's tustimony toiohn. Matt.
Il: 7-14- ( The I. B. B. A. Se/ection.r).

HELPS IN STUDYING.

INTRODUCTorzY. This Gospel w.as written by Luke, 'Ilthe beloved physician " (Col- 4:
14), who Nvas the companien of Paul, and also wrote the Acta of the Aposties. The first two
chapters bave been called Il'The Gospel of the Infancy," because they narrate events connrected
%%ith the birth and youth of jesus.

LESC-N PLAN. 1. His Godly Patents- Vs. 5-7. Il. Ris Birth Announced. vs. 8-.14.
III. His Character Described. vs. 15-17.

I. When king David arranged the orde -of
service in connection with the tabernacle 1
he ýdividcd the priests int twenty-four
courseE, appointing cach to serve a week
at a time ane twice during the year. The
,ouurse on duty appointe(' by lot the une who
ivas to offer the daily incense.2 O)n the occa-

sien referred te in our lesson, this had fallen tu
an aged and pieus priest called Zacharias.
floth he and bis wvife Elisabeth were wvell-
known for their consistent, godly lives.

Il. As Zaicharias was offering the incense
alone in the Holy Place, as the law required,'4
the angel Gzabriel appeared tohim, and bidding
theastonislhedpriest net te fear,5 announced to
bim that bis prayer, and that of ail Israel, v.'as
about te be answered. The long-promised
.MNessiah would scion corne, and the son, vehich
God w-as te give Mim, uould be the herald cf

Ris advent. The birth of this son, whoum he
was te naine John, %would net only brlng joy
and gladIness te bis own childless home, but
many others also would rejoice with him.

III. The a-ngel then proceeded te describe
the character of this Forerunner of Christ. Hle
would be bund by the strict vowv of the Naza-
rite 0 te indicate his entire consecratien te the
Lervice of God. The Holy Spirit ivould enter
into him as soon as he wvas hemn, se that from
bis earliest yeirs he would be enlightened,
guided, and sanczitied by Ilini. Î 1e %vould be
the means ef turning many from sin te the ser-
,vice ef God. The effect of bis ministry wvould
be te increase faniily affection, heal discord,
makze parents anxious for the salvation ef their
children, and children fer that of their parents,
and se by aw'akening men to feel tl'eir neec. of
a Savicur prepare them te receive bim. ~

1 1 Chr. 24: 10. 2 Ex. )0 --7, 8, 34. 3 Ils. i119 6 ; 2 Cor. 1z: 12. 4 Lev. 16 : 17.
Dan. 10e: S ; Acts i: 4; Rev. z: 17. 1 Num. 6: 1-5 ; Judges 1:5; À Sain. 1 : 12.

2
Ter. Y: 5; PS. 22:- 9, 10; Gal. I: -. 1 al. 4 - 4-6; 3: 1z; 'Matt J 1 14; 17: 10.13.

LaEseSO. i. Religion miakes happy and beautift:l every home in %y Mch it uwells. 2.
God's angcls arc sent te mninister te his people- 3. GOd '%vi1l answer every prayei, so0 fat as
li is for hiis uw%ýn tglomy and our 9GA-d 4. No une is too young te bu~ filled w'.the Holy
Spirit. 5. Repentance nnist preccedt pardon arnd acceptance with'à God.


