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The Commission inmediately appointed. a Committee to converse
\mh the brethren, ‘with-a view-to- induce them-to retract. They kaew
that=this was-unacceasary, -as=the men-they -had-dealt- with were too
_conscizntions to mike:nny compromise, where the-intereats of truth-and
-peligion appeated to-be-so-much -t stake. Sut they adapted the -pro-
p«mi -probably,. to-shelter=themselves, fn-pome measure, from- being-ac-
cused of ‘haste-or harshness in -the step-to winchthey were -now Jikely
-to_proceed, or- perhapi to-satisfy a -minority of-their number who were
friendly to.the Four Brethiren, anl-insisted: oa- this-course,  When the
-Commitiee- returned; the report, -as was expectid, was.thatthey hiad-uot
‘succeeded. The Four Brethren-were then asked,- I thev-had-vbeyed:the
sentence af - the Commiséion -in August last, suspending -them-from the
exercive-af -their-ministry?  To this they ali_replied that Tiey had not,
hut had, du terms of their-own protestation-at-1he lastmeeting-of-the
“Cominiseion, regarded the sentence-of -suspension =« mul! anil void, and
had-been-all nlong-exerciging -the varivus<patts n!'vtlu-irrminislry: ag-if
no-such-scntence had-heen passed;

T'o this meeting of the Commisaion many communications, in xhc way
of petition -and_remonstrance, in-favour of_the_Four Brethren,-were sent;
and- some of thése: werce strongly condemnatory-of ‘the - Commission*s for-
'in:e;,:prdceedings. These- communications: were suppog&cd'by 2 conaud«
efable minotity. in-the Commiission, who-insistei-for delay,.and. on-the
“vote Vbéing put, -Proceed-or. Delay,.it- was- found:zthat -the same:number
voted:on each- mdc. “This:was another of-those minute circumstances on
wluch great'events:-are ol’len séen -pending. ~The crisis=was near. 'I’hc
casting-vote. of the-Moderator, Mr. Joha-Gowdie, of Edinburgh, mmed
-the-scale. He=took -upon- ‘himselfthe -serious-responsibility- of -2aying,
-4-Proceed 1o :the - higher-ceasure.”

But-now that-the:last step-in-this climax- of=ccclesiastical-tyranny: was
abont.to be- taken, even the hend-stmng memhess--of ihe Compnission
seemed-to stagger, and, as if to prevent-a show of:lrnity-before they pro-
ceeded; they-appointed anotlicr Committee to-retire-with- the FourBre-
“thren, and, if poasible, to peraunde-them to alter “their -course, and-submit
to the -authority of-the Chirch, Bat: these brethrenswet. -not-to be flat-
tered or deceived’hy-the most plausiblesrepresmatations, and thus imdnced
to.yield-their consciences to thz-exercise-of humrn authority, whiclithey

“knew to be opposed to the.glory of the Chur~t's:1fead, and the purity- and-

progress of evangelical trath.  The Committee “had-to-72port,_as on for-
-mef occasione, that- the-brethren:continued®of -thie same mind: and.the
Commiaslon wére shut-up by-their. own rash-decision, to-proceed--with
their highor cerisute. The vote was now put—Loos: these ministers
from their charges, or Depose-thenvaimpliciter.  ‘The -formef-cartied by
a-great.majority; and, therefure, as the sentence runs=—=The * Corumission
-did; and hereby-do, Tonse the relation -of "Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, minister
at Stirling, Mr.-William-Wilson, wminister atzPenth, Mr, Alexander Mon-
¢rieff, minister at-Aberacthy, aad Mr. James Fisher, minister:at Kincla-
wven, to their respective-charges ;- and-do-herehy declare Ahefn-no -longer
‘ministers of -this Church ;. and do hereby -prohibit all -ministers-of-this

~Chureh to employ-them, or any of them, in-any ministerial function. And.

the Commission do-hiereby- declare- the Churclies of the said=Mr. Erskine,
Mr. Wilson, Mr._Moncrieff; and Mr. Fisher, <..ant from- and.after the
date of“this sentence ; -and-appoint: :}m letters “from:thie Moderator, and
-extracts of thm sentence, be:sent-to the-several Presh\’lcncl _within-whose
“bounds the said ministers have had-their charges;appointing-them as they

are hereby appointed;to dhuse Intimate this sentence-in the-foresaid-seve-

ral Churches, now declared-vacant, any time -betwixt the 1stof January
next; and.also that-notice of: this sentence: be sent; by:letters from.the
,M@i:'@&} of ‘this Commission; to -the Magisteates of Perth:and Stiriing,
“to the-Sherifl- Principal of-Perth, and-Bailie of the-regality of Aberncthy.”

And the Commxssxon ‘turtiier agreed to declire that, < Tn case the said: Alr. |
Siaher,:shallbé-

Ebenezer Prskme, Mr. Wilson; Mr \Ioncneﬂ' and- Mr. E
Kave themselves- dutifally and: subintiseively -to- dns -sentence, and «hail

_make application to-the-meeting-of- the: Commission, in Maréhnext, and |
_give satisfaction to-them, the Coménission willthen ‘reconsmend:them:for -

favonr-10-the fext General Assembly.

« Such,” says-Df.-McKerrow, the. Historian of the Seceasion; “was the
sentence which tfe -Commission recorded-in their Joumalza sentence
which-would st have disgraced:the S Chunbcr, or-the- Hugh Coutt of _

‘Coramission; when iz the 2¢aith of their power”

Zhe Canavian Presbyterian FWagasine.
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z Azainst Gt sentence-the worthy Mr. Galiiel Wil ow, of Maxton, en-
[ terednlrotest, 1o which Measra. Ralph 13- % e, Thomas-Mar, John
MeFarea, JohnCurne, James Wardiaw, and Tuomas Naiza,. mnnsters,
adhered.  The-following-is sts twenour:—
w-Boixnenan, Naremler-16eh, 1731

L. Mr. Gabrel“Wilwn, ministerat Maxton, in-mivc-owa name, and-
ia-nmine of-all theee-that-shli adhere tome, pmxva&fngninﬂ:llusicmcuw
o* *hee 1 mmiason, mathecase of-the-Four Brethren, and that it may -he
iawlnl for me-to complun-of the <and-seatence, and of the sev ralacts.of
Assembly:that-bave occas.oned the.svme, to any subsequent 7 ssembly-of
the Church-of Seatland, A< atwo, that it.may be-lnwful Torin , tn-a “bes
¢ conuny-manner, on=ill -proper occavond, to-hear -testinorv - minst -the
o samte, wehall other defertions and severues of it Gourehwa-liet-sen-
! tencest and fiuajly, that Iy, mthe mean tme, 0 Providonee i
. shallfiml opportunaty, bred numsteral-communion with-niy-s1id dear-bye-
i thren, a3 1t no sueh gentence had:heen-paceed-againat them,  Upon-all
which T-take instruments m the Clerk’s hands,

Gannint Wiksax,"

When, after thus cventlu] decision, the Fonr ‘Brethren were called in,
thatthe sentence nught-be intiaated- to-them, they reml-a--Document,
which-they Teftin the:Clerk’s hands; that it might be-engrossed in-the
“minutes, which, iowever, wasnot-dohe. But, as-this-Docuitictit-is inval-
-uable, as stating.their formal-=Secessron from-the Chureh of “2otland, it is
-necexsary to-give it a-place here. :It-is.as follows 1=

& Evtxwereit, Novewber-160h,71533;

“ We:ilo hereby adliere to-the-protestations formetly entered before:this
“Court; both-av-their-last -iicetingan Angust, and:-when.we-sppeared=first-
-beTote this niceting,  And:fusther,-we-do_protest, in-our -own name, end

in:the name of -all- and- every-onein_our respective congregationy: adher.
-ing to.us, that, -notwithstanding-of this senterce pased- agaicet-ue,.our
-pastoral-relation-shall be-held and reputefismiand-vahd. And: likewive
we do-pratest that, natwthuanding-of our being.cast-out from-ministerial-
! communion with-the Estabhehied Church of Scotland, we still hold=com-
munion-with-all-and every one who-desire,-with-ug, to adlicre to the:prin-
cipeaof the true Presbitenan Covenanted™Churelof Scotland, in-her
doctrine, worship, government, and- diseipline ;-and: particularly with ev.
ery one whois groaning-under the-evils, and.who-are nillicted withthe
gricvances we have ‘been -complining-of—who-nare, in their severay.
spheres, weesthng against the-rame.  But in-regard the-prevailing_party
in-this Established Church, who- have-now cast. as.out froin-minigterial
-communion with them, are-carrying ona covrse-of defection_from onr.fe-
formed and-covenanted-prineiples, and, particalarly, are-suppressing min-
-isterial:freedom and -fithfulnesaan tesxifving againet the -precent- back-
shdmgs of:the Chuxcb, and-inflicting: censures upon -ministera lor- witness-
ing, by- protcnmuons. and- otherwise, against the same:—Therefore we
do; for-these and many-other weighty reavons, 1o be laid-open in due time,
Protest-that we_are-obliged to make a-Se-ess1o8 from--thetn, and that we
-can have:no ministerial communion-withi:them, 1ll- they-see-their sine and
mmakcs, and. nmcml them. And; in-like_manner, we -do protest, that jt
-shall be-lawful fur usto-exercise-the Keys of -Doctrine, Discipline, and’
:Government, according to -the Word _of” God, and=Conléssion of- Faith;
-and the-principles and constitutions of- the -Church -of Scotland, as if no
-such consurc-had heen:passed upen us:  Upon_all which we:take-instru-
-ments. And-wehereby_appeal-unto-the-first-fice, faithful, and- rel’onnmg
Gengral-Assembly of the:Church of Seotland,
Aimpxizir Ersxise,
Wintiax \\'nmv,
Arexaxncr Moxeminer,
Jastes Fisner.”
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(To Le-continued.)
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. CREDIBILITY OF !i',us GOSPEL ‘IIISTORY.

The-sceptics of the_present-age-are an-entirely-different race-from:the
_coarsesmindéd infidels of -the p-eccdmg One -class niintaine thai-the
‘Bible is a Revelation from-God, in the same gerse that ail intellectual
“pircficiency and practical impro cmems, k.2 -gifts of - divine pmv:dence 3
~ that Christ was one of the -best and-wirest of men; -porecering: pe'cul:ar'
_-genius, and an-elévation of -eoul-for-above his age -and nation, They




