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as possible an accurate estimate, and sull, besides Romanials, there remain
80,000 for whotn no place is found in the house of God. 'l'o shese 80,000
however, totaily alienated from all public worship, we must add not a few
thousands morte, who set not the shghiest value on the public ordinances
of rehgion ; for we have, 1n the preceding caleulntion, supposed that all
our places of worship are constantly crowded, which 18 far {rom bemg the
ease. ‘Lhere are thousands who &z giving only an ieregular atiendance
on the means of grace, nad who are thus on their way to that condinon
to which many have already preceded them, of total neglect mn reference
to all spirtual things. We may eafely say, then, that besdes 70,000
Roman Catholies, tuere are 90,000 of our fellow-citizens who slqml as
much m need of our nussionary assidumties, as any objecis we can find 1o
Jamaica, or Caffreland, or Calabar.

"The wide-spread dentoralisaizon which such an oxtensive neglect- of
rehigion unphies, and the senous dangers thence ansing, are most imper-
fectly known to the great body of those who are bound to grapple with
them n the uee of chnstan means. The church 13 simfully negleciful
of the heathemam of the eity.  Crime and misery naturally betake-theme
selves to seclusion, and are therefore not to be known by auy mere passer
through the street.  These evils must be followed to their haunts and
hontes, and * sought out” by detasted and dihgent search, biefore they can
be effectiv]y alleviated or arrested. It 13 probably but few of ur church-
going people who in moving through our crowded poputauon, reflect on
the fact, that of every mine men we pass, four are the professed adherents
of false religion, or of no religion—that every fifth man we pass 1s a
Roman Catholic—~and that every fourth 132 desgnser of the mcans of
grace. A wide chasin is spreading between the church amony us, and
these aliens from our chustian commonwealth.  We have been too easly
repelled by the aspect of their physical distress, aud have too readily
shrunk from their dwellings, where, instead of “the melody of joy and
tiealth,” we should often be forced to histen to the rude sounds of stnfe,
and blagphenty, and intoxication,  With theone and sole cure forall therr
woes 10 our possession, we have kept aloof from their homes, where want
and fever have been frequent visitors ; and meanwhile God has bssn ren-
dering it impossible for us to * hude ourselves from our own flesh;” for
wide as the chasm 18 between us and those we have been neglecung, 1t
ias been crossed by the stern demands vpon us, of a paupensm, and the
more stern demands ot a pestilence, which tell us that those whom we
have been forgetting are * bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh.—Jue.
Miss. Magazine.

JAMAICA MISSION.

Jamaica Miseto, AND 1.0sS OF THE AMAZON StEaM Suir.—Ere these
pages are in the hands of our young readers, they have probably all heard
of the dreadful fate of the steam-ship Amazon. Tius splendid vessel
sailed from Southampton on the 2nd of January. She was a perfectly
new ship, was well stored with every thing needful for her voyage, and
carried altogether 156 souls. A large concourse of persons assembled to
witness her departure, and raised three hearty cheers s the gaflant shup
stood out to sea. But who kaoweth what a day may bring furth? She
proceeded on her way without accident till Sabbath the 4th January.—
“ Barly in the morning, while it was yet dark,” and while the passen-
gers were reposing in fancied security, an officer discovered fire and
smoke accending to the deck. Immediately the alarm bell rung, and the
terriblery of  fire,” startled the ear of every sleeper. Buta few mo-
ments elapsed till the captain and the whole ship’s cdinpany were on
deck. Every effort that skill and promptitude, quickened by the energy
of despair, could exert to extinguish the flames, was without effect. The
scene of horror that now presented itself baffles deseription. ‘The rapidly
extending flames—* the stormy wind fulfilling His word’—the darkness
all around—the terror-stricken men, women, and children, who now
crowded on deck—the shrieks of some who fell into the burning hatch-
ways—the piteous cries for mercy from those who shrunk back from
death, and felt it « a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”
—these, and such like detils, it sickens the heart to dwell on. The
small boats were speedily prepared to be ‘aunched on that raging sea ;
but the eagerness of many to get into them before they were quite free of
the ship, only hastened their own destruction. The two boats that were
first lowered were immediately upaet, and their unhappy oceupants found
a watery grave.  Some of the other boats were, however, better man-
aged : they contained some of the crew of the jll-fated ve:sel, who, by
their skilful seamanship, contrived to make their frail boats rise to the
towering billows, and so out-live that terrific night. They were even
able to rescue several from the waters, who would otherwise havé been
lost. The ship still blazed on, aud its lurid glare revealed all the horrors
of the scene. In the course of a few hours, the fire reached the powder
magazine, when part of the vessel blew up with a terrible explosion, and
the wreck of the Amazon sunk beneath the waves. Of all that company
who had left England full of trusiful hope in their noble ship, we have yet
learned of but 57 who have survived to tell the tale.” Ofthcse a party of
25 were picked up by a Dutch vessel, and conveyed to Brest, a town on
the Freach coast, where they were hospitably received and entertained ;
and 21 in another boat were rescued by an English outward-bound brig,
which returned with them and landed them safely iu Plymouth harbour,
By this sad event many persons have perished, who have left to lament
their loss many widows and orphane,

The reason why we have inserted the preceding sad narrative is that
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one of our miseionaries hax, we have no doubt, lost hislife 1n the teerible dis.
asier to which 1t refers,  ‘I'he Rev. Mr.Wiiton had been for some monthe
in Scotland , and he and Ius wife had taken their places in the Amazen
ttending to land &t Jamaica,  God desigued, however, that they should
land un a far brghter and better shore, and there 19 every reason to be-
lieve, that through a brief but ternible pasaage of fire, they ascended nto
heaven, leaviag us to say, notwathstanding the horrors that accompanied
their late<t moments, * blegsed are the dead that Jdie 1a the Lord.”

We wish to gmde you to sonte sound and uselol retlection suggested
b, this event. Asatas the part of an atherst, ot to see God's hund on
the creatures that east around us, ro 1t it athelam not to see lns hand in
the events that pass before ue. You must remember that providence
tmoves in subordination to the interests of the Church, for providence 1s
1w ihe hands of Chrst.  Itis a systens that belongs not only to nature,
but to grace , and therefore it cannot but be trae, that * all thigs work
together for good (o thea that love God™  Tlis s a high lesson which
istaaght by grace , lugher iban any ever taught by natare,  Itis a lesson
too lofiy for meie reason, but st is set before the eye of faith, Reason
seems to have 4 prerung eye.  Scieice seeins alinost to look through the
varth, asif it were traosparent like the mir g and st louks through the mie
and couats aud measares the worlds sprinkied over the sky; but Faith
has a more picrciag eye, 1t sces Hun who @ wits invisble above these
orbs.”  Reason calculates the vutward causes of events, but Fauth pene-
trates beyond the second causes, and secs the hand of God controlling all.
Men will often tell you of a * philosophy 1 listosy—it 18 well for you
to learn fiom them all that they can make you undemtand; but
be sure thit though you caanot tind a plulesophy, you may always
fiad & divinsty in history—that Is God speaks as well a3 acts in pro-
vidence ; and when /e speaks, you are bound to be sull and know 1hat
he i3 God,

Now God has been speaking to us for a series of years, and speake
ing very plainly, in connection with our mussions, And as a kind
and wise father, after he has begun to use the rod for the correciion
of his child, does not cease to use it, until he has in some measu:e
guned his end; so, our Fuiher in heaven, when one adinonition fails,
often sends another, untul fus ohject in the hearts of his children hag
been attamed ; and every time he lfis the rod, he seems to say, “ why
should ye be sirrekén any more?” [Io this light we are bLound to
view that whole train of admonitory facts, to which has now beea
added the sad-termination of Mr, Winton's brief missionary life. His
predecessor, for example, found a grave in the broad Carribean sea.—
A hurricane overtook the ship in which he was rcturning to Jamaics,
from another island, on winch he had seen a brother missionary sete
tled. ‘T'hat ship was never heard of more. Within a few wmontks
three other graves were opened for our musiionaries,—~two in Weste
ern Africa, and one in Caffreland.

Since that tine our mis-ion church in Jamaica has been sadly lift-
ing up the cry, “ Return, O Lord, how long, and let it repent thee
concermng thy servante,”  Qut of seventeen missionaries seven have died
and five miszonanvs' wives—all s within about five years. Little
more than two years ago, a few months gave us 1n Jamaica six

. graves, in which were lmid four nussionaries and two missionacies’

wives. Sice that time Mr. 'Curnbull and Mr. Winton have been
added to the number, In Caflreland, Calabar, and Jamaica, besides
the wives of missionaries already referred to, the following mission-
ary brethren have died—the larger number very recen.dy—and all within
a period of about five years: Edward Miller, Wilham Jawmieson, Jas,
Robertson, Witham Chalmers, William Niven, Wilham_ P. Young,
Thomas Caldwell, John Scott, Thomas P. Callender, Walter Turn-
bull, David Winton. .

In yet another form God has been speaking to the Jamaiea churches
qnd to ourselves. In a short time cliolera has awept away, it is be-
lieved, about 50,000 inhabitants fram Jamaica, havipg greatly thinned
some of our missionary congregations; and that desolaung plague is,
at this moment, wotking death in the northern rtegion of the Island.

Nor is this all; in Cafficland & new war, more terrible than any
that has swept over that country before, is at this moment raging.—
Qur sister church in Cafireland laments and suffers, and * she being

esolate, sita upon the ground.” Her teachers are scattered and si-
lent. Her hymas are hushed, and instead- of ¢ the melody of joy and
health,” is seen and heard “ the battle of the warrior, with confused
noise, and garments rolled in blood.”

Surely when all this succession of trials has fallen on us ag & mis-
sionary church, it is needful to pause and look upwards, saying, “show
us, O Lord, wherefore thou contendest with wa” If we neglect this
new admonition, God may soon send us another, Whea the Jews
slew one piophet, and stoned one whom God sent unto them, God
sent-another to quote the measage of the slain messenger, and per.
haps to add some new and more tremendous oracle. And when God
emites one of our missions and shivers it * like a potters vessel! if
we mark it not as we ought; and when he lays in the grave one
missionary after another, almost at the.threshold of public life, if we
observe 1t not as we ought, He can easily speak to us with a nearey
and louder vcice, in some more tragical disaster.

If we use the admonition- aright, the correction it has ia it wil]
not be against us. Adversity comes to God's people as a ¢ heavy
fooiman,” & servantsent down from ** the most excellent glory” with this
memage (and comes with a finger pointing to former adversities),* Af-
fliction cometh not forth of the dust, meither doth teeuble spring ow:



