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nation wvas divided-one part for the king and the other for the par-
liment. It were tedious to go farther inte a detail of the causes of
this civil war, whiclî brouglit s0 ni-my calaniities on the nation and
the king to the seaffold, and it is unneeessary t(> our present objecf.

The king, in the prosecution of this war, was rediiced te the ne-
cessity of aecepting the service and affection of the Pap)i&ts ; and on
the ether liaud the parliament took ail possible care to cultivate
friendsbip ivit> the Scots, and te secure that nation to thicir intereatm.
he king rcjccted a mediation, offéecd by the Scots, te affcct a ro-

conciliation between hiixn and the parlianient, bccause the Scots in-
sisted upon the abolislîing of cpiscopacy, and a uniforiniity of prcs-
bytcrian goerninent in the two nations. The ncmnhr of parlia-
ImenIt, being Erastians, as befere ebscrved, wverc undcr no conscien-
tious seruples about a changc of discipline, bclicving that, the civil
niagîstratcs liad the keys, and niigbt establishi whatevcr forin mighit
bc conducive te the public good, rcadily complicd with any propesi-
tions mande by thc Scots, rcadîly nccepted the medintion, and wrote
te the Scots assernbly, which w'as soon to mneet, dcsiring thieir advico
and assistance in bringing about sucli a reformation ns was desired.

August 3, 16 12, the Scots parliament wrote te, the iEnglish par-
liament exprcssing their desircs Ilfor unity of religion, that tiierei
mighit hcone confession of faith, eue directery of wership, ene publie
catechisni, and one foriîn of chuircl goverinent." The Scots parlia-
ment say, Ilthat they were encouraged te enter upon these labors by
the zeal of former times, wvhen their predecessors sent a letter te, En-
gland against the surplicc, the tippet, and corner cap, (worn by the
elergy) in the year 1566, and again 1583, and 1589. They therefore
advise te begini with a uniformnity of cbiurcb governinent; for whiat
hiope eau there be of eue confession of fnith eue form of worship and
catechisîn, tiIl prclacy bc pluckcd Up root and brancb, as a plant
whichi God bias net planted ? InIdeed,' add they, Ilthe refornmed
kirks hio!d their fortu of gommunent by presbyteries te bejure divi-
ize and perpetual, but prelacy stands byju;re litmîano."1

The E glish parlianiont bewed te all these overturns, as they well
kaew thcy needed thc Scet's assistance in carrying on the war, aud asi
tlîey wishied te engage themi on their side against the Ling. Lord
Clarendon observcd vcry justly, says Mr. Neal, vol. 2, page 57 1,
that the parliament weresensible thcy ceuld net carry on the ivar
but by the bielp of the Scots, whicli they were net te except Nwitbuout
an alteratien of the gevernment of tUec churcha, te ivhich tlîat natio
was violently incliued. But then te induce them, says Mr. Neal, to
consent te suoh an alteratieu.it ivas said the Scots weuld net take up
amis ivithent it;- se that thée must lose all, and let the king re-
turn as enquerer or submit te the change. From this source sprang
the Westinster (Jreed. The policy ef war, the fearis of couquest,
and the hopes of victery, gave birth te tie meeting of the divines
In fact Uic meeting of the divines at 'Westminster, and their pro-
oeediugs, at the instance of the Englisb and Scots parliament, was as
perfect a pelitical rmaure as was the queen's pledging the crown

1 jcwels on the continent in order te risc gunpowder and firearms for


