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religion arises fromn fot reading the seriptures in their conneetion. In
reading the scriptures we ouglit lst to, considor who is the speaker, 2nd
the charactor of those addressed, 3rd the situation in which they are
placod ; want of attention to the above rulos have been the cause of
mucli contention. Sor..ctimes we find the promises made to the rigit-
cous, given to the wioked, also the threatenings against the wicked ap-
plicd to the righteuus, exhortations to, bohievers applied to unbelievers.
Lot us suppose the epistie directed to the churches cqf Phuladeiphia and
Laodicea to bo reversed, and sec what a blunder it would makec ; this
shows the neesbity of ascertaining the charactor and situation of those
addrcssed.

Froni the great eontroversy carried on in the pages of the Christian
Acre during the year 1855 it appears to me that there are a considera-
bic number of brethiren among those called reformers that are itehing
after clerical dignity, unwarrantcd in the New Testament, and in op-
position to the principles advocated by leading reformors. IDr. Shop-
ard and Isaac Errett, sem to belong to this erical class. 'When they
are prcsscd, they go to the episties of Timothy for a supply of evidene
to support tlieir cause. Lot us then examine the situation of Timothy
at that timoe.

Timothy was the companion of Paul tbrough many of bis travels;
lie scers aise to have been employed by Paul in various services re-
quiring trust, fitness, and faith. lie knew Paul's doctrine and mnan-
ner of life. Paul labored a considerable time at Ephesus ; a numerous
ehurchi was collccted, Acts xix. Other duties called iPaul away before
overseers had been appointed.' Paul left Tiinothy in charge of this
cliuroh. There iz no ehurcli in Ainerica at present situated like that
at E phesus at that time. Let it ho observcd the chureli was numerous,
many if not iuost of them lately recovered fromn idolatry ; they wero
thon without the christian scriptures ; every ehurcli now bas the serip-
turcs, and these are a surer guide than ail the cvangelists on earth.
Paul ne doubt gave Timothy instructions personaIly wben hoe parted
with him ; hoe aftcrwards wrote lettors to himi to teach bim, how lie was
to conduct himself in the bouse of God. As the first churchos bad flot
at first the christian seriptures, extraordinary gifts, sucli as Timotby,
were then nceded for the establishing of the churches, but aftor tho
seriptures -wcro conipleted the supernatural gifts sucli as Timothy, ceas-
cd ; they wcre no longer nceded. Will Dr. Shepard or any other man
in Arnerica say that lie lias seen Paul, or reeeived instruetions personally
or by letter fremn him, or that lie hias gifts by prophesy and by the ]ay-
ing on of the bands of Paul. There, is not a man on earth now that can
say this ; how arrogant is it thon for any man 110w to dlaim the author-
ity Paul gave te, Timotby at Ephosus. The Christian ]3aptist says

imtydid more than tho work of an evangelist at Ephesus. To
proclaim the gospel is the primary idea in the work of an evangelist:
but Paul eommandod him flot only to proelaimi the word, but also te
read, exhort, and teacli in publie, te roprove, rebuke, entreat with al
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