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are resorted te in the interpretation of au ancient classie, are requisito,
in order to, a perfect understanding of the inspired language of tho Scrip-
turcs.

The object, and character of cadi portion of the Seriptures, and also,

the persons addressel, should be continually kept in view. 18 one o?
the Apostolie episties the subjeet of examination ? the inquiry should
be muade: To whom was it addressed ? what were their character and
circumstances ? and for whiat objeet or objeets was it written 1 The so-
lution of these querics will furnish a key to its interpretation, which wil
obviate xnany diffieulties, and impart clearness and comprehiensiveness,
to our vicws of its meaning. We cannot rightly interpret an ordinary
letter., without pursuing this course; how mucli more neeessary is it,
ivhen we attcmpt bo interpret cpistles which. were written bo settie
questions of eternal mioment, and bo develope, the grand seheme of hu-
man redeniption in ail its details ?

IE vry portion of the Bible must be construed with a reference bo its
context, to the connection in which it stands, in order bo ascertain its.
mcauing. No scnsible mxan would attempt to interpret a part of any
coznmon written instrument, relating bo the ordinary transactions of
life, without earefully exanhining the scope of the whole. Yet from. a
disrega.rd of this plain common' sense and universalîy adinitted principle
o? interpretation, the xnost erroneous, fantastie, and absurd meanings
have been attributed to many portions o? Seripture : and doctrines and
notions utterly at war witli the plainest tcaching of Divine Ilevelation,
have been deduced from the words o? that revelation, and promuilgated
under its pretcnded sanction.

But, perhaps, the right interpretation of the Bible depcnds more
upon the spirit and disposition of mmnd with which it is read, than up-
on any other qualification. A controversial spirit is the most inimical
bo a correct understanding of the Seriptures: nnder its influence the
controversialist reads themn fot, b conformi his faith bo the Word o? God,
but bo conforni that Word bo his faith; he searohes for proofs o? lis
own opinions, not for thc truti of God; the Seriptures are wrested and
distorted bo accord with lis prt -concived notions; hie secs with cagle
glanee ail that sens bo favor 'nie systemn, but is blind bo ai1l that, oppo-
ses it.-every trutb, howevcr important, tînt lies beyond the pale of lis
system, is excluded from. bis vision. To stndy the Bible aright, itmust
be approached in humility, in a teachable spirit-with a sincere desie


