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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

From the Gospel Messenger.

“THE OLD PATHS ¢
OR, THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH.
By G. Boyd.
1. The holy scriptures also teach that the anostles

did ordain ‘ elders’ (ov presbyters) in every church.expr ss dircction of one, if' not buth the apostles,

Thus it is written of Paul and Bernabes, both gpos-;

men. Two of them were disciples of St. John. and
the third spoken favorably of by St, Paul: St CrE-
meNT, PoLycare, and IGNatits.

{. St. Clemert. St. Paul men‘ions him not only as
his fellow laborer in the gospel, but as one * whose
name was written in the book of life.” He afterward
became Bishop of Rome, and was placed there by the

St. Pau) and St. Peter.

ties, that when they had ordaived them elders in every
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commer.d-
ed thew to the Lord, in whom they Uelieved.” Acts’
14, 23. See slso Titus 1,5,

¢ The functions of * ¢lders, ” 85 Biskop H. U. On-'
derdonk well observes, ¢ as developed Acts 20, were|
only pastoral. They were to * feed,” “tend,” * rnle’,
the flock; ¢ take heed’ to them: and ‘ watching’ for
them, were to ¢ warn’ them against false teachers.’|
See Episcopacy tested by scripture. !
- IH. For an example of the ordinetion of ¢ deacons’
by the aposties, see Acts 6, 1—6.

" ¢ Aud in those days, when the number of the di<ci- having received the command, and being thoronghly:

ples was mu'tiplied, there arose a murmuring of the
Grecisns against the Hebrews, becuuse their widows
were neglected in the dwily minig'ration.

“ Then the tuelve called tihe multitude of the dis-
ciples unto th -m, and said, Itis not reason that we
should leave the word of God, and serve tables.

¢ Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you se-
ven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we mauy ajpoint over this business.

‘ But we will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word.

¢ And the saying plessed the whole multitude; and
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Gbost, and Philip and Prochorus, and Nicanor,
and Timon, and Parmenus, and Nicolas, a proselyte
of Antioch;

* Whom they set hefore the apostles: and when they

Lad prayed, they luid their hands wpon them.’
- Remarks, 1. ‘Thus the priniitive Church was con-
slituted, with three orders of minis er-— apeostles,’
(not only the fwelve, but others ordained by them to
the apostleship)—* elders,” {for presbyters) and * dea-
cons,’

1. During the life time of the twelve apostles, and
for some time safter, the names of * bishop,’ and ¢ el-
ders,’ (or presbyter,) were used interchangeably, for
ihe second order. ‘In process of time, (says 1 heo-
doret, en ancient ecclesiastical writer,) those who.
succeeded to the apostolic office, left the name of a-
postle, strictly so called,and gave the naine of bish-
op to those who succeeded to the apostolic office.’
Videlius also, a non-episcopal writer, says of Clemens

Romanus, meutioned in Phil, 4, 3, that after the|fore him s the ministry of God in Christ, and not of

death of Linus and Cletus, who were Bishops of]
Rome before him, ¢ That Clemens alone retained the
name of Bishop, because there had now grown iuto
use the distinction between bishop and presbyter.’
See Note, p. 37, to Episcopacy tested by Scripture.

HI. There was evidently intended to be a due

sabordination instituted in the Church of God, for the

urpote of edification and peace.—Thus both pres-
cyten and deacons were to be subject to the apostles
and bishope, who were over them in the l.ord, and
the whole flock to their respective pastors, who watch-
ed for their souls. See 1 Cor. 14, 36--37. Acts20;
sad Epistles to Tim. and Titus.

IV. That there was of nrcessity designed to be a
succession of these orders, apostlcs or bishops, presby-
ters and deacons, is evident from the nature of the
case. That which the apostles did under a divine
commission must needs abide una'terable. Thericen
Saviour gave his authority to them, and to none but
them ; promising to be with them to the end of the woild,
which be could not be unless the church and minis-
try which they had organized should be perpetunted.
So long as the Church should last, it would be ne-
cessary (o have an order of men to preserve unity,
and to orda‘n others, wha should preach the gospel,
administer the sacraments, transact for Cbrist io ad-
mittiog members irto his Church, banish and drive a-
way from the Church a'l erroneous and strange doe-
trines contrary to God’s word, and promote c}uietness,
love and peace among the members of his family.

II. Let us uow inquire what do aacient authors
say upon the subject of the Church of Ch:ist?

I will adduce thiee witnesses, all of them 7postolic

Tte following quotations are taken from an Epis-
tlz of St. Clement, written by him te the Corinthi.ns
between the 64th and 70:h yesars of Uhrist:

Chap. 19, entitled © The orders of ministers in
Chlirist’s Church, established by the apostles, accord-
ing to Christ’s command. Therefore, they who have
been duly placed in the ministry according to this or-
der, cannot without grest sin be put out of it.

¢ The apostles have preachedto us from our Lord
Jesus Chiist; Jesus Christ from God, — Christ there-
fore was sent by God, the apostles by Christ, so both
were orderly sent according to the will of God. For

assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Chri:t,
and convinced by the werd of God, with the fulness
of the Holy Spirit, they went ubroad publishing t!at
the kingdom of God was at hand; and thus preaching
tiorough countries and citics, they appointed the first
fruits of their conversious to be bishops (presbyter bish-
op) and dcacons, over such as should a'terwards be-
lieve, having fitst proved them by the spirit.’

* Our spostles knew by our Lord Jesus Christ thst
there should conteutions arise, upon the account of the
mini:try, ard therefore having a perfect fore-know-
ledge of this, and gave directions how when they die,
other chosen and approved men should succeed fo the
ministry.—Wherefore we cannot think that thote may
justly be thrown out of the ministry who were eitber
appointed by them, or afterwards chosen by other

ment.’—¢ | exhort you that you study to do all things
in a divine concord, your bishop p-esiding in tha place
of God, yuur presbyters in the place of the council of
the aposties, and your deacons, most dear to me, he~
ing entrusted with the ministry of Jesus Christ.’—
¢ For whereas ye sre subject to your presbylers, us t0
Jesus Christ, ye appearto me to live a’'ter the mon-
ner of men, but according to Jesus Christ, who dis d
for us, that so believing in his death, ye n-ight escape
desth. It is therefore uecessary that as ye do, s0
without your bishop ye st-ould do rethirg; also Le ye.
subject to your presbyters, #s lo the apostles of Je-
«us Chri-t, our hope, in whom if we walk, we shall be
found in him. ‘I'he dcacens also, as bLeing the mi-
nisters cf the mysteries of Jesus Christ, must by all
means please all; for they are not the ministers of
meat and drink, but of the Chuich of God.’-—* See
that ye all follew your bishop, as Jesus Chrict the
‘Father; and the presbytery as the apostles; and re-
vercrce the deacins as the command cf God. Let
no man do any thing of what belongs to the Church,
separately from the Bishop.’—¢1 salute your very
worthy bishop, and your venerable presbytery, argll
your deacons, my f llaw-cervauts, und ail of you 10
general, and each of you in particular, inthe name
ot Jesus Christ, and in h's flesh and blood: in his:
passion and resurrection both fleshly and spitituslly,
and in the unity of God with you.” See Epi-tleto
Magnesians, Trallians, Romans, and Smyrneans.

Thus clear, full and conclusive is the testimony
from boly scriptuxes, and ancient authors in favor of
primitive episcopacy. Much more to the sume ef-
fect wight have leen presented. If :ny one is de~
sirous of examining the subject further; he is referred
to Dr. Jobn E. Cooke’s work on Episcepacy.

To be conlinued.
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eminent men, with the consent of the whole church,
and who have with al! lowliness and innocency, mi-:
nistered to the flock of Christ in peace, and witheut
self-interest, und were for a long ime commended by
all.’

II. S'. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, was a disci~
ple of St. John, and suffered martyrdom, A. D. 147,

The Epistle from which I quote, was written by
bim A. D. 116, or 117, to the Philippians.

Chap. 1. © Polycarp and the presbyters that are with
him, to the church of God, which is at Philippi; mer-
¢y unto you and peace fiom God Almighty, and the
Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour, be multiplied.’

¢ Knowing therefore, that God is not mocked, we
onght to walk worthy both of his eommand and of]
his glory. Also the deacoms must be blameless be-

men. Not false accusers or double-tongued; not
lovers of money; but moderate in all things, compas-
sionate, careful; walking aecording to the truth o!
the Lord, who was the scrvant of all.’

I1L St. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, was also 8 dis-
ciple of St. Jobn. He suffered martyrdom under
Trajan, by being exposed to wild beasts in the am-
phitheatre st Rome, about A. D. 107. Ignatius
speaks of ¢ three orders’ in the ministry not less than
thirty times. A few examples follow:

¢ Seeing then, I have been judged worthy to see
you by Damss, your most exeellent bishop, and by
your very worthy presbylers, Bassus and Appollonius,
and by miy fellow servant, Sotio the deacon; in whom
I rejoice, forasmuch as he is subject unto bis bishop,
as to the grace of God, and to the presbytery es to
the law of Jesus Christ, 1 determined to write unto
you.—Wherefore it will become you also not to use
your bishop too familiarly upon’the account of his
youth, but to yield all reverence to him sccerding to
their power of God the Futher; as also I perceive tha!
your holy presbyters do, not considering his age,
which indeed to appearance is young, but as becom.
eth those who are prudett in God, submit'ing to bim,
or rather not to him, hut to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Bishop of us a!l."—* It will there.
fore behoove you with all sincerity fo obey your
bishop, in honor of him,whose pleasure it is that you
should do s0.”—* It is therefore fitting that we should
not only be called christians, but be s0; as some call
indeed their governor bishop, but yet do all things
without him. "Butl can never think that such as these
have a good conscience, seeing they are not gathered

* Coatinued from our last number.,

In the parish where Mr Hervey resided before he
became decidedly evangelical in his sentiments, ther®
lived @ ploughman, who usually attended the mivistry
of the Rev. Dr. Doddridge and wes well informed in the
great truths of Christianity. Mr. Hervey being ad-
vised by his physician to follow the plough in order t@
smell the fresh earth fur the benefit of his heajth, fre-
quently accompanied this plonghman in bis pural em-
ployment. Mg, Hervey one morning asked bim what
he thought was the hardest thing ia religion ? The
wan rephed thatss he was illiterate, and Mr. H. wa#
a minister, he would beg leave to return the question-
Mr. Hervey said he thought the hardest thing was to
deny sinful self, grounding his opinion on the solem?
admonition of our Lord, *“1f any man will come afte®
me, let him deny himself.”> He argued on the imports
and extent of the duty. ; showed that merely to forbesr”
the vicious action was little; but that we must deny
admittance, or entertainment st least to the evil imsgi
nation, and quench evea the kindling sparks of urlaw~
ful desire. The ploughman replied, “ there is anothef
instance of self-denial to which the injunction extend®
which is of great moment and the hardest thing in 1+ li~
gion, and that is to deny righfecous self. You kno¥s
[ do nct come to hear ycu preach, but go every Sab*
bath with my family to Northsmpton to kear Dr. Dod~
dridge. We ise early in the morning, #nd have pray~
ers before we set out, in which } find pleasure ; undtf
the sermon I find pleasure; st the Lord’s table 1 fin
pleasure, &c. but to this moment 1 find it the hardett
thing to deny righteous self, 1 mean the renouncing 0
our own strength and of our own righteousness, n0
leaning on the one for holiness, or on the other fof
justification.” Mr. Hervey was struck with thes®
observations and though ke did not then fully appro#®
he soon felt their propriety, and became their war®
advocate.

The true art of Happiness ;—let those who hav®
leisure find employment, and those who have Lusines?
find leisure. — Cecikia.

I know of no better evidenee .of strength in grace
than to bear with those who axe wesk in it.— 208
Leighton.

‘I'he Faith on which so great a stress is lapl in th®
Gospel, is to Le understood of a vitsl operstive pr“‘i.
ciple, which purities the hesrt and is preductive 0
good works.— Leland,

Animal pleasures tear the constitution, and like the.
lightning of the night, darken the gloow through whi¢

together thorsugbly, according to God’s commard-

they occasionally break.— Nuthek.



