Cal

,nnrched ‘an’ invision: of mfunts, to the
mlmcnso delight of Pat; -

" Of "eourse’ he was: severely scolded nnd
‘t:old to go,-never to return ; but-the pic-

|} -ture had to be finished, so Pab had to be|:

Ho knew that I was to: A very

forgiven. .
and

«onsiderable extent ‘‘in his’ power,
.he proposed to exercise it. .- -

‘My paints and brushes' chsuppen.red It
was unsafé to leave him alonein the studio.
Before he quitted the house:l always had
to search his pockets ; und invariably I
_drew out ends of charcoal or pencils; tubes
of paints: and ends of brushes ;. -and Pat
| invariably. assumed an air of great inno-

. cence and astonishment, just like-the con-
jurer when he drawsan egg from his elbow,
or finds & coin in an orange..

It I sorrowfully remonstrated - with him,
$£0 Pat, how could ynu.): Ihave been so
lrmd so ‘patient” he . would:shed easy
toars, and attempt-to miniiize his’ guilt.

“Wel, laidy, see; I take.them things
quite honest- like ; there aint no sneaking
in me. . These here pockets are big—any
one can ses them.. I just put those old
bits of things into these puckets and—
walk out as clear as duy.. I wouldn’t pre-
. tend :nuflin ; you feel in my puckets and
find the thmgs there all right and honest.
There's no taking away them bits of rub-
bish,” he added, contemptuously eying the
thmgs he had hoped to carry off.

Pat spoke with such a sense of being
wronged—there was a glow of such honest
mdwnatlon about ]mn-—bhat I really felt
upolonretlc. ,

But the climax had yet to come, when
we were to part sadder and wiser. I had
returned to my studio after a fortnight's
absence, eager to recommence work on.a
new plcbuze of boys wrestling. - So - of
course I sent for Patrick Mahoney but
Pat sent word by his little sister that he
was ill in bed, and did not know when he
should be well enough to come.

I had my doubts about ‘Pat’s illness.
Every assertion he made suggested doubts.
So I kept his little mster that ‘I mlght
make a study of her hend.

She was » knowing little girl, with Pa.t,’
bright eyes and sparklmg white teeth.

S hope'your- brotheriwill soon be well
enough to come back to me,” I said, after
p‘untm(r some time in silence.

‘“Ah! but he won't,” chuckled tho imp-
like child, . *‘Pat says he won't never
come backany more. No,” she continued,
noting . my surprise with evident enjoy-
mient. *‘Iheardhim tell mother he didn’t
like you, and he said as how he wouldn’t
keep your present. He got half a crown
for it, he did. He said he would lm.ve been
glad to get rid of it for a shilling.”

** What present?’ I cried, impulsively.
“I never gave Pat a present 1t must be
somet;hm" of mine he took, and has sold !
What wasit? Tell me dlrectly "

Here was a mystery.

But I had by this speech warned her
that something was wrong, and lost my
chance of finding out about ‘the ** present,”
The little imp was silent. - She wouldn’t
‘* tell on her brother.”

No persunsion or bribes availedanything ;
and Miss Mahoney finally left me with the
uncomfortable belief thati Patrick, ler
_brother, had taken -something of mine,
which he had disposed of for half-a-crown.

1 sat alone in my studio, rausing on the
ingratitude of ragamufins, when my eyes
chanced to light on an empty space on the’
wall. Imissed something familiar ; surely
a pamtmg had hung there—a httle pn.mt-
ing of mine,

I rose and hunted '\bout ‘Where was
my study of .Patrick ‘‘doing-the- wheel 1”
It ‘had dissppeared. It was one of my
favorite sketches, too. |

Pat hadno doubt taken ‘it, and sold it
.for half-a.crown. T .reported the matter to
the nubhorltxes, and to make a long story,
- shart, the painting was- recovered: “at the

cost of five shillings, and Patrick Mahoney;

had to be given up as a model,

Some ‘months’ later I met him, very
ragged very muddy, very impudent, sweep-
ing a crossing most vigorously.-

¢ Chuck us 4 chpper, laidy 1 ‘he cried;’

pattermg nfber ms with bare feet,

*Patrick,” I snid, quickly looking at him
from head to foot, ‘I want to help you,
somehow, if you will let. me help vou 1
Will you go to a'boys’ home? 'A home
where.you will be taken care of und tanght
a useful trade,”

‘¢ Catch me!” cried Pat, addmg with a

‘twinkle “in " hxs “eyes;: 4T, would brea.k
‘mother’s arb to part with me—and—and—{
dexterously balancing- his  broom- on. hls
chin, **Ilike doing: nuffin best. " :

There, alas !::you have.the ragamuffin.
He likes doing nohlun«rbesb 3 1b is so much |-
pleasnnter. 80-much easier. -

.Every year that passes work: becomes
more of ‘a. hardship ; -the ragamuffin
trusts more and more to the ch:mges and
chances of street life, and every year that
passes the ragamuffin loses ‘some of - his
charm, some- of his- little-boy innocence.
He even-loses the power of learmno, and
the wish to grow better..

‘He goes on from - bad to' worse, and too
often becomes 4 hardened criminal.

-But the dirtiest, naughtiest, ugliost
little raggamuffin is precious. - - Inthe state
there is nothmg more’ precious than the
child. '

We are becrmnmg to- unders(m.nd this
serious fact ; we are trying t8 lift our raga-
muffins from-tho mud, where: they are
trampled under foot, soiled and destroyed.

Some day' it will seem to us a strange,
incomprehensible thing that little children
were ever forsaken, neglected orill-treated
in civilized Europe or America.

__.___.

{THR STRUGGL% AGAINST CONVIC-

A minister was one day called upon by
one of his congregation, a young man, who
professed to be dissatistied with what he had
heard on the’ Sunday before. ‘I was not
satisfied with your reasoning,” he added :
I have sowme points wluch embarrass me.
I wish for an explanation.” ~The minister
listened patiently to his difficulties, which
were of a deep and metaphysical character ;
and, when he had done, the- minister
mqmred * But are you prepared for deuth
and judgment?’ ‘I cannot say I am,”
was the reply. The pastor remained silent
for a short tlme, and then said solemnly,
“ Let us pray.” In his prayer he brought
all these difSculties before God ; and asked
in the most earnest manner, for God’

saving grace.. The young man retired ;

.| and complained afterwards to his friends

tlint the minister had evaded his difficulties,
and that as a-subterfuge he had resorted to
prayer.  But that prayer was more power-
ful than argument would have been. That
young man confessed so afterwards. He
afterwards wrote to that minister, and
said, I was dxspleused with  your
sermon because I felt it to be true. I
heped to perplex you by a discussion, and
thus to ease my own conscience. But the
Holy Spirit trinmphed ; and I am now a
brand plucked out of the fire.’ —Clayton.
———

' CLOSELY OBSERVED

¢ Tt is reported that Robert has hecome |.

a Christian, do you know anything special
about the matter ¥’ Thus asked one busi-
ness man of another, whlle chatting to-
gether.

“Yes, I heard so, too, but do not know
the particulars.”

¢ T ghall observe himn closely ana see if
he holds out, for I need a reliable youny
man in my business and such are hard to
find. If Robert holds out he is just the
man I must have. I have olready had an
eye on him for, some time, and I shall con-
tinue to do so.’

Robert attended to his duties un-
conscious of the fact that he was specially
observed. e spoke to his comrades with-
out ever a thought that he was watched, but
even if he had known it, he ¢ould not have
acted otherwisé than he did.

That business man saw how Robert
sometimes endured ridicule on account of
his religion ; he observed more than once
how Robert. "admonished his fellow-clerks
and pointed out to them the dangers be-
setting the path-which they chose to pur-

sue. Although the employer: himself: was

nob a chitrch:goer he Was' always anxious
to find out if Roberthad been there; -
business man’: “had much ‘more : faith- in:
dollars and cents than: in. prayer-meeting, |

and yet.it delighted him' to. receive "the:

cheery answer from Robert upon inquiry
where he was going;.as he: ‘passed ‘him on
the sbreeb ¢ To the: pruyer-meetmg, sir.’
The’ same'; mteresb iwas - manifested by
Robert's. employer a8 regnrded the former 8
activity in the Sunday:school.

" Thus a year passed.  The man of busl-

ness was elated over the results of his ob-

The |

servations,’
hie, “‘ign Clmsf;mn. himy I-can t‘.rust -ang
no-wagesare t00-high- for-hivy T’ ll offer

“| him the position, - for such youna men are

not found every day:” .’ e
“Others'observe you ‘without your know
ing it.. . They: try to find-out,. if you are
true, whether an important posxtlon can be
entrusted to you, and whether you are’an
honor to your profession. The -world, s

its cold, eriticel eye upon you, in. oxdor to}

see if your religion is genume. s

‘But more than this : God's eyealso rests
upon -you, He not only Sees your mis-
steps, but. also your en.rnest endeavors to
do your best in Tis service.  God, too, has

places of importance, honor and.-trust to |-

fill.  He seeks for men and- women. He
can only use you if-you havestood the test.|:
and have been found faithfyl.

It is not written in the Bible, "“Thou

good and successful servant,” but ‘‘thou|

good and faithful servant, enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.” :Is not faithfulness
the greatest success: 7—Sunda'y School Mes- | .
senger, - ;

.___’.__

THE STORY OF THE LITTLE LAD

BY M. E. KENNEY.
Whatis this that my darling is saying? -
You think that your gift isso small,
Though ib's all that you had to offer,
It can snrely do no good at nll .

You forgct then that swcet- Bible story
Mecant ;oz- little ones, yes, even you,

Of the dear little Jad who. brought gladly
His gxft.s, though so small and sofew.

Five loa.\'cs and the two httle fishes
‘Were all that the little lad brought.

‘What were they among hungering thousands
That throngod where: the Master hac taught?

Yet he brought them, not doubting or fearing -
But that Jesus the offering would own :
Andlo ! whon the Master had blessed it,
To abundance the small gift had grown!

So to-day you may take to the Saviour
Your childish- gift without. fear

But that ho will own and receive it,
Since you bring to him what you hold dear,

And his blessing will add what it lacketh, *
Till perchance it:may-do great good, = . i
Andcarry the news of the gospel L e
Y'o & hungering multitude,
—Child’s Paper.
¢ ———— i e
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