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wmeritorious subjects, from all situations of trust,
Nonor, and emolument: and, while shearing to the
very quick their neighbour’s sheep, to deny these,
ihe natural means of repairing their fleece. It is
not in fine, this meck forbearing spirit that bade
ihem hold forth so pertinaciously their abjuring tests:
which but debarred the conscientious and wosthiest
part of the community from sharing with them in
the public preferrents; at the same time  that the
vain, invidious and unjust furmality, proved but a
stumbling block to the weak, excitingthem to per-
Jjury, if they sworo against their conviction; but to
the unscrupulous reprobate, and infide}, a ready pa-
tent to place. profit, and every attainable dignity in
the empire, And is all this intended to uphold the
church establishment, and prevent its downfall?

What ! Do they then acknowledge that theirfl

system, to which they would have us swear our
bdelief, is not fourded upon the promises of Christ :
that it rests, noton dvine, bu. op human support 3
and that support of the.most unfair, partial, nay,
iniguitous  descnption.  They need not wonder
then at the daily falling off from such a Church
How can it stand if itsinain propbe but human:
if its chief corner stone be not the rock, which is
Christ 3 but the penal code : the parhamentary sta-
tute : political injustice, and legislative atrocity &’
‘That the authoriues who all, or nearly all, are
of the same veligious persuasion, should adopt such
measures to prevent religious dissension, were not
w0 very swrprising.  But in a country like this,
where, under the general denomination of Pro-
testant. christians of every persuasion reforming or
reformed, abound 5 in so much that itis hard to
say which sect, in point of numbers, is the most
popular and prevalent : that only one of all these,
though dectared by stuute ke established one of
two thirds of the British empire, should prove so
mtolerant to all the rest : shonld thrust jtself be-
tween them and their common national rights;
and, with its 2est in hand, forbid them to proceed
auc smgle siep towards these, til they have yicld-
«d sacerely or insincerely, no matter how, the
-worn proof of their conformity with its particular
tenets : that it should thus stand in the way, like
he dragon, guardian of the golden flecce, with o-
pen jaws and outstretched fangs, to scare away
the scrupuluus Christian, and deny him all aceess
to the golden temptation ¢ that such should be the
conduct of any Chureh, were it even a Pagan onc,
must exeste in every hberal and impartial mind, no
iess disgzist than amazement @ the mose so when
s conanlered that this vue, besides aclavwicdg-
ngr e decisions all fellible. is herse!f tue avowed
offspring of that freedom of thinking for which the
others contend ; but which she now so unjustly
cdenies them @ of o notsuch, as by her conduct she
Culis aRMwus tupruse , at best then but Ui crea-
ture, T had almyst said the procuress of a rapaci-
ous, crucel and hbidinous tyrant.

Ou the same subject,—Extracted from the Monciad.

But chicf that virtuc in his conduct shope
Conspicuous forth ; that virtue all his own H
Sweet charity and universal love,
Fmbracing all and cach of human kind
With fond fraiernal feeliug, and unfeign'd ;
Which no exclusive dift’reace ¢re allowa
Of country, Lin, persuasion, friend or foc .

A\s tale of kind Samaritan must prove,

T'o all who ask who may their ncighbor be,
le him adduc’d ; and such their model shern.
Lhat love without rescrve, till then unknown,
Yirst taugbt by him, that renders wood for ili.

O were bis law of love by all observ'a,
Who baast his Jaw to keep ? abear's were carth.
Now, taobserv’d thatlaw, what mis’ry reigys -
\nd wild uproar ; that carth,haif hell might see:
For hell is roost, where Jeast of love is found.

Aud strange! 'Tis passing strange, (as uo preteacs
£for c%duﬁétsoe’er #0 barb’rous canbe found P

In al) Lis maxims mild, and precepts pure ;)

‘Chat thecy, who boast them followers of that chief
Who stay’d th? uplifted stecl, drawn in his cause,
Though righitcous ; and forbearance meck enjoin’d
Who (5 his aid had call’d th’ avgelic hast,

1€ ald he*d wanted, though bewanted none 3

‘That they should feign comeission from such chief
To arm ip his defence with fire and sword ;

And, like Maliomet fierce, spread camage round !
Should force the gt repy t of their creed

Cn minds, that nntonvinc’d, reluctant prove ;
With threats, prosexiptions, confiscations ur;i’d H
Exclusions, and the torture’s dreaded pang !

Nay more - that ov’n they’d make his charity
And lope for those they s ag, the main pretence

Of al} this monst’rous cruelty display’d }

Who téuld believe, what ’yet.we allhave felt ?

And fee} ; whodoes nat feel ! as else where, hers ?
Nay, ev’n ip Britain feel the hot remains

Of udextinguish’d bigotry scorch sore

All, but Court-Christia..s ; who can pliant trim
Their faith to modes most prev’ient, as their dress 3
Yiclding of loyalty their perjur'd test,

If {v:elded ipsineers 1 As, Cowper thous

Of England’s guilt forsworp dost lopd complaio.

The mind is all her own : and to her.own
Decision gole assents. *Tis reason clear,
-Not fodee terrific shewn, can her persuade.
\¥ho would the mind compel, may make berfeign 3
Brit hié'ercan malie believe. *T'was hut towin
’B{plain' jction agd persuzsion soft,
The willing mind from error, that our Lord
Religion sent 3 not bade coersive rule.

*T0 ENGLAND,

Hast than by statutc shov’d from its design |
“The Saviour’s fcast, Bis own blest bread and wine 3
And made the symbols of atuning grace
An office key, and picklock toatr ce -
“Thatinfidels may prove their title f;ood
Byan Q;tb,dx;g&d,m sacramental blood 1
A blot, that be still 2 blot, in spite
Of all that grave apologists may write ;

And though a bishop toil to cleanse the stain,

He wipes and scours the silver cup invain.

And bhast thou sworn on ev’xy slight preteace,

Till perjuries are common u:s bad pence :

While thousands, careless of the damming ain,

K._s tho book’s outside, who ne’er look’d wathu.
Cowper — The Task.

THE IMPORTHNT ADVANTAGES DETAILED OF
' THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION.

{ W r1.47 has the Christian world guined by the boast-
cd Protestant Reformation? 'Fhe first gain look-
cd forinit was freedom from all vowed religious
restraint, and a Ziving .for its carliest Apostles,
with their wivesand {amilics. They had topreach
down the old Clergy to make way for themselves :
and in this bold attempt they were encouraged and
supported by the great and weaithy owners of es-
states in the vicamty of the Mouasteries and religz-
ous cstabhishments; the Jands and property of which
they made sure of gaining, should the new doctrines
suceeed in effecting their abolition. “These werc
jithe first gains contemplated, and finally sccured by
the carly reformers and their chiefabettors.

But inorder (o get, and be able to keep them,
when gotten ; it was necessary to hold out in the
new system of belief, some prospect of gain to the
icommunity also: some powerful lures o attract
}!llxc people : for, no flock, noflecce.
| The grand reforming lure held out to these, was
the privilege granted to cvery onc of thinking and
acting as he pleased. All spiritual jurisdiclion
and subordination were at once proscribed. Each
’was now to be his own sole master, free {o deter-
mine by kis own private judgment, what he should
believe, and what hic should do, in order to be sav-
ed. None Lenceforth were tobe rcpulcd'as babes,

requiring merely the milk of instruction. Al
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were suddenly grown up iuto tAe perfect man., No
{ood was oo strong for their craving appetites : no
substance too hard for theis powerful digestion, |
Gross os this illusion was, .it readily took with
the weak and vain ; and wasbailed, as an excusing
and plausible plea by the sensual gipner and tho
religiops sceptic.  For suich indeed, (not tho smal-
lest portion of our race) the tempting Juro wese
wistfully intendéd : and, like the devil’s. speechto
Evo, it won them over by the flattering assurance
that they should all henceforth becume as Gods,
knowing buth good and evil. . Gen. 3.,

Yet, how evident the inconsistency .of the Pro-
tast-ant Reformers; and how -maccountable the
blindness of their followers!!! They promised
the people a complete disfranchisement from all
instructive authority on earth ;.telling every onc lo
take 2he bible ; and, rejecting all human interpreta-
tion of it, except Ais own, tomodel upon that alone,
bis whole faith and practice, .

Now, without asking why one, so contrary to the
usual rule of prudence, should rely more upon
his own private opinion, than on that of all the
world besides ; for to do so, were tho very.extreme
of idiotic presumption ; though the inculcation of
such an absurdity was indispensable, in order toin-
duce the people, so directly against the Saviour’s
command, no longer {o hear his Church—DNMatt.
18, vii—or attend to the instructions of her Jawfus
Pastors : Luke 10, xvi. Without pressingupon
them this unanswerable query : I shall.only beg te
know with what consistency, after thus constilut-
ing every one the sole judge and regulator of bisr
own faith and mora's ; could or can our Protestant.
Reformers still offer themselves te the people ar
their spivitual guides and teachers? They bad as«
sured the people that the Bidle alone, and as un-
derstood by each, was the ull and sole sufficing ruie
of faith to the Christian believer. 'What nced then
is there of their farther instructive interference ?
Or, if there is still need of such; why was I told
by them the contrary ; and thus made to reject the
instruction of the whele Christian Churc), as being
merely human, and tberefore inadmissible > Was,
itonifffghave foisted upon me, though human also,
and farmore inadmissible, the whims and dreams
of every strollingteachcer, and upstart, untaught and
self-commissioned dogmatiser T And yet, how’
strangely unaccountable ! An absurdity so gross
ly palpable ; an inconsistency so obivious and gld-
ring; could hitherto pass unnoticed even by the
sensible Protestant public!!! And still more
unaccountable how such an evidently sclf-contra-
dicting principle could lave so long prevailed ;
and won over so many from the sure and unerring
guidancc of the Church of Christ ! But, there is
no cficct without a cause. Let us look a little
nearer then to the cause of the people’s fond attach-
mentlo so open a delusion.

As I said at first, it was the wish for freedom
from the Saviour’s yoke ; and the greed of gain =
the love offifere and of worldly acquirements; at
the expenso of {he ancient Clergy and Religious ;
which prompted the first Reformers, and theif pois-
ecfulabettors, to oppose and cry”down “tlie hitherle,




