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DEATH 0F THE HON. JAMES FERRIER.

No more conspicuous figure among
the laity of Canadian Metbodism bas
passed away than the late James
1- errier. Few men have so well and
so faithfully served their generation.
He wsas a fine type of Christian man-
hood and of Canadian patriotism.
His life wvas co-eval wvith the cen-
tury, and be died full of years and
full of bonours, surrounded by "love,
obedience, troops of friends," ai that
could make life happy. Neyer have
wve known a man who preserved to
the verge of bis ninetieth y ear to so
large a degree bis mental and physi-
cal e'iergy an1d vivacity. Few men
of haif his age wvill be more misseçi
froni the btisy activities of public
and private, secular and religious
life. He camne of sturdy Scottish
stock, ivbich may bave had rnuch
to do with lds vigour, both of body
and mmnd. l3orii and educated in
the ancient " Kingdom, of Fife."' He
came to Montreal in bis twenty-first
year. Tbough brought up a Presby-
terian he soon, from conviction, iden-
tified hiimself with the early struggles
of Methodism in that city. His
business energy broughit with it de-
served success and he soon became
prominent in commercial circles.
Always public spirited, in 1841 he
became a member of the corporation
of the city, and in 1847 was elected
mayor-a fact of much significance,
when it is rernembered what antip-
athy a Protestant, and e-specially a
Methodist, was regarded by the mass
of Roman Catholic voters who con-
stituted the great majority. Mr.
Ferrier received about every office
wvhiclî the confidence of bis fellowv-
citizens, or the favour of bis Sover-
e-xn could bestow. The following
is a partial list of bis officiai posi-
tions:

He wvas Colonel of the First Bat-'
talion of Montreal Militia; Member
of the Board of the Royal Institution
for the Advancernent of Learning
(McGill University), in 1845 ; Presi-
dent of St. Andrew's Society, and

life merrber of tbe Legisiative Coun-
cil of Canada in 1847, and for many
years a Senator of tbe Domini9)n;
President of the Montreal and La-
chine Railîvay ; Chairmian of the
Grand Trunk Railway, and a Direc
tor of the International Bridge Corm-
pany; called to the Legislat-.ve Couni-
cil of Quebec in 1807, and since that
year has been a miember of the Cou»-
cil of Victoria Collegé, Cobourg. Ife
was Chancellor of McGill College,
'Manager of the Montreal Assurarnce
Conmpany, Vice- President of the Sab-
bath school Association of Canada;
one of the coritrolling spirits of the
Bank of British North America in
1837; President of the Bible Society;j
President of the Quebec Tempe-~
anue League. He filled every posi-
tion of trust and bonour that ivas
prssible in tbe Church, te which he
devoted the best energies of bis life.
He was for many year Superinten-
dent of St. Janýes' Street Metbodist
Church Sunday-school ; a menîber
of the Senate of Victoria University,
and Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Wesleyan Theological
College, of %Montreal, for the further-
ance of which hie erected ýhe Jaines
Ferrier Convocation Hall, in 1883,
at bis own expense.

lie laid the foundation stone of tbe
great St. James' Street Churcl± forty
years ago, and by bis tireless energy
greatly promoted its wvellare dur-
ing the two score years whiclh have
since eiapsed. About a year ago be
laid the founidation of tbe new chut ch
wvbicb is to take its place, and the
very day before tbe closing services
of the old church took place, devout
me» bore hirn to his burial from
those sacred walls, wvithin which be
had su often worshipped. It was
enougb. He wvas ready to say bis
"Nunc dimittis," for bis eyes had
seen the salvation of God.

We hope to bave, at an early date,
a ivortbier tribute to, bis mnemory
from friends wvho knew him long and
well.


