
prcehing on this very subjeet a short tine ago, complaining of
'vIat appears to, lini to, te the alimost criminal carelcssncss of
soine of bis brethren in examining persons on this point as to
whcthcr tl-ey had received thc Holy U-Thost, before admitting thein
to baptismn. But Paul baptized these people knowing that they
liait not received the Holy Giost. Evidently he did flot expeet
tliem to receive the HloIy Ghost until after ba.ptismn. The gift of
thie Il (zhost Ù3 nowhcrc in the New Testament offèred to sin-
11ei.s outside of the Church, but invariably this oflèr is made to
helievers inside of it. Lt ivas on the Churcli in the upper rooxin,
no<t tipon the miultitude lu the strcet, upon which the spirit ivas
poured out and onf wvhose heads the tongues of flame sat on the
dav of l>entccost. Trhe only instance in wbich the baptism. of the
li c'l G~host preceded the baptisin of water wvas that of Cornelius

,ui is houschold, and this bcing the opening of the Gosp i
4lispensation to the Gentiles, was cle.arly an exception te wvhat
iiiay be- generaliv regarded as the D>ivine ordcr.

,rite historv of Pcntecost is instructive. It wvas the fir-st instance
l Nvlicl) w'hat our Lord ca ls "&the promise of the Father " wvas

fiuIfilIed. WVhatever inay te said of .Judas, perhaps no Christian
%vili lie dispo-:ed to, callin question the genul ne (tiscipleship of the
other- eleven who were assoeîate(l with hirn in the apostolate.
Tiiere eau be as I ittie (lofbt in respect to the character of those
tle voted woinen whio wvere Iast ut the cross and firzit at tho
sepýjuichre. Probably not one of the one hundrcd and twcnty wlio
eoinposed the infant Church wlich our Lord Himself had gathcred,
%vduI(I have any <tifficulty in pzLssing the scrutiny of the strictest
exallining eommittcee that ever guarded the ivay into the Church
()f God. Nay, even before thcy became the disciples of Christ in
the Ncwv Testament sense, the probabilitv is that the bulk of theni

îuchsc as would ho recognized in any comnnunity as gcod
l:eople. Deplorably low ,L- the Isracl itishi nationji had fallen into,
inispirituality and fori,,iisrn, the light liad flot altogether gone
ont nor the glory utteily <lcparted. The nation that stlihad its
Siiiueons and its Annas, its Zacharias and Elivibetlis, and its

*J'edsand Marvs, 'vas not withouit its saint, though they had
intived, 1unha.ppilv, becone -à nuinished fewv.

A Id it ]nuust be r(IIIeuin cred that th ose whoin our Lord gathered
;ii<tlfl( in (turing Rlis own person-al ininistry lvere the Spiritu.-
;aIly <lt fthe nation. 'r'ite pronmptncss, too, witli which some of

u3em a soon as they saw and hecard [Min, left ail and foliowed
Iiiii, shows that even iii the coinparati ve dark ncss of .Judaism, they
lia<l believed ln Hlmn whoni they had flot scen, that tlicy wcrc
pa:tiently wait.ing, for His cmnand that they had sucli a
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